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MAIN POINT
Jesus’ coming to earth reveals Himself as God visiting earth from heaven.

INTRODUCTION
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

For those of you who are married, what is the biggest thing you didn’t know about
your spouse when you were dating, but know now that you are married?

What do you know about God now that you didn’t know when you first came to faith in
Christ?

What does the coming of Christ tell us about God?

One of the last lines in “Come All Ye Faithful” describes Jesus as “Word of the Father now in
flesh appearing.” This line recognizes an important reality about Jesus in Scripture: Jesus is the
fullest revelation possible of who God is. So while God is holy and mysterious, we must also
recognize that God determined to take on human flesh and become fully man in order to reveal
Himself more fully to us. Through the very act of the incarnation, we can know that God loves us
because He came to earth to identify with us, die for us, and adopt us as His children.

UNDERSTANDING
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ HEBREWS 1:1-4.

Why is it important to know that our God is a God who speaks? What would be some
of the implications for our lives if God were silent?
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How and when, according to these verses, does God speak? How does His past
communication compare with the present (“last days”) communication?

God previously spoke in fragments, at “different times,” and in “different ways.” This included
visions, angels, events, and people. He spoke truly, yet partially, through the prophets. Now God
has spoken “to us” truly and fully through His Son. The contrast affirms that Christ is superior to
the Old Testament system, because God the Father speaks directly to us through His Son Jesus
Christ—the complete, final Word of God.

What phrases in Hebrews 1:2b-4 describe how God is revealed in Jesus Christ?

In what way is Jesus the fullest revelation of who God is?

The author of Hebrews wrote that when we look to Jesus and hear from Him in Scripture, we are
seeing and hearing from God. Jesus is the fullest representation of what God would have us
know about Himself. It is through Jesus that God pursued a lost and stiff-necked people. Jesus
removed the barrier of sin that disrupted our communion with God. Though God spoke over time
through prophets and servants, the fullest expression of God is seen in the person and work of
Jesus Christ, God Himself.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOHN 1:1, 14.

What do these two verses from John’s Gospel affirm about Jesus’ identity?

Some people claim that Jesus was not actually a real historical person. If Jesus was
completely human, what facts about Him must be true?

Why is it necessary for people to understand that Jesus was fully human?

Some religions try to de-emphasize Jesus’ deity. They like to reduce Jesus to the role of a
teacher or a prophet, not someone who is part of the Godhead. The opening verses of John’s
Gospel clearly demonstrate that Jesus was with God in the beginning, and that the Word was
God (v. 1). It can’t get any clearer than this. John even declares this fact a second time in verse 2:
“He [Jesus] was with God in the beginning.”

The Hebrew word for “tabernacle” is related to the Greek that is rendered “took up
residence” in verse 14. How does Jesus take up residence within us?

How does Jesus enable us to enter God’s most holy place?

John 1:14 may be the most important verse in the Bible on the incarnation. God became human;
God showed us His glory; God offered us grace and truth; God literally “tabernacled” among us.
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The tabernacle represented the place of the Law, the abode of God, the source of revelation, the
site of sacrifice, and the focus of worship. Now in the New Covenant, Jesus provides all these.
Furthermore, in His person Jesus perfectly blended two of the most important qualities of the
divine nature and displayed them in human personality—grace and truth.

The Hebrews witnessed the glory of God in the tabernacle. How do we observe God’s
glory in His “tabernacle” today? How do we see this glory in our fellow believers?

What does it mean that Jesus is full of grace and truth? How did Jesus bring grace
and truth by coming to earth?

As those sent by Jesus today, what does it mean for us to live full of grace and truth?
Why is this an essential component to our mission as His followers?

While He was on earth Jesus engaged the broken, both the physically and spiritually broken. He
was intimate in the mess of culture, and His ministry focused on humble, loving service and
ministry. Here we see the merciful grace of God, who sent His Son into a world that does not
deserve Him. We also see the life-giving truth that Jesus came to seek and save the lost (Luke
19:10). As we participate in God’s redemption story and as we grow in intimacy with Jesus, His
character traits of grace and truth will define our mission as well.

APPLICATION
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

Based on the study today, how would you explain who Jesus is to someone who
doesn’t know Him?

How does Jesus reveal the glory of God in your life? If you don’t believe He’s doing
that now, what changes do you think you should make to display God’s glory to
others?

PRAYER
To close today’s group time, reflect on the impact of God sending His love and grace to us
through His Son. End the time of reflection by thanking and praising God for the sacrifice He
made on our behalf, and ask Him to help you live incarnationally this week.

COMMENTARY
HEBREWS 1:1-4
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1:1-2a. These verses relate the revelation of Jesus Christ to God’s previous revelation to the Old
Testament prophets. God spoke in past ages by the prophets in a variety of ways and times, but
He has now progressed past this former revelation and spoken directly to mankind by His Son.
The doctrine of progressive revelation recognizes the prophets’ words as divine revelation, but
their words pointed ahead to the promise of a Messiah. This Messiah has now come—Jesus
Christ.

1:2b-4. Seven praises start the letter’s argument that Jesus Christ and everything connected with
Him is superior to all that had come before and all that will come after Him. (1) Jesus Christ is
the heir of creation for whom all things have been made. (2) He is the Creator through whom all
things have come into existence. (3) He is the radiance of the divine glory toward which all of
creation looks for fulfillment. (4) He is the exact expression of the nature of God the Father. This
means the Son participates in the divine nature with the Father. (5) He is the “Word” of God, the
only prophet of God who is also God Himself. (6) He is the Priest of God who has provided the
perfect sacrifice for all human sins. (7) He is the King who sits on the throne at the right hand of
the Father. Jesus is, therefore, higher in rank and superior to those high beings of creation known
as angels.

JOHN 1:1, 14

1:1-2. The central focus of this verse is eternality. Like His Heavenly Father, Jesus always was,
and therefore existed at the beginning of time. It is interesting that John should call Jesus “the
Word” rather than some other name to introduce his book—interesting, but not surprising since
the Jews often referred to God in such terminology. The doctrine at stake here is the deity of
Christ. Jesus is God, and John wanted to make that point immediately. In fact, this prologue (vv.
1-18) begins and ends with a strong statement of this doctrine. The term “Word” (logos) would
have been familiar to the Greeks as well. Their understanding centered on ultimate reason or the
rationale of the universe rather than the personal God revealed to Abraham and his descendants.
John claimed that the God of creation, the ultimate mind of the universe, had taken on human
form; He had become incarnate.

1:14. This may be the most important verse in the Bible on the doctrine of the incarnation. John
went back to verse 1 to pick up one of his favorite themes, the Word. God became human; God
showed us His glory; God offered us grace and truth; God literally “tabernacled” among us.
Remember the tabernacle in the center of the camp? It represented the place of the Law, the
abode of God, the source of revelation, the site of sacrifice, and the focus of worship. Now in the
new covenant, Jesus provides all these. And not only was Jesus here, but He demonstrated the
glory of the One and Only. Other prophets, including John the Baptist, were sent from God, but
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the Word came directly from the Father’s presence. We cannot pass lightly over the wonderful
phrase, “full of grace and truth.” John used the word “grace” again in verses 16 and 17, then
never mentioned it for the rest of his Gospel! He used “truth” many times, but here the
combination grabs us. Jesus perfectly blended two of the most important qualities of the divine
nature and displayed them in human personality.


