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Unit 34 • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE: BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Acts 21–23

STORY POINT:
God protected Paul so he could God protected Paul so he could 

preach about Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE: 
1 Timothy 6:12

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
What is sanctifi cation? Sanctifi cation is 
the process of becoming more like Jesus 

by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Paul Was 
Arrested
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2

LEADER Bible Study
As Paul’s third missionary journey came to an end, a prophet named As Paul’s third missionary journey came to an end, a prophet named As Paul’s third missionary journey came to an end, a prophet named As Paul’s third missionary journey came to an end, a prophet named As Paul’s third missionary journey came to an end, a prophet named 
Agabus warned him that the Jews would seize him in Jerusalem and hand Agabus warned him that the Jews would seize him in Jerusalem and hand Agabus warned him that the Jews would seize him in Jerusalem and hand Agabus warned him that the Jews would seize him in Jerusalem and hand Agabus warned him that the Jews would seize him in Jerusalem and hand 
him over to the Gentiles. (See Acts 21:10-11.) him over to the Gentiles. (See Acts 21:10-11.) him over to the Gentiles. (See Acts 21:10-11.) 

But Paul did not hesitate. He returned to Jerusalem and was seized by a But Paul did not hesitate. He returned to Jerusalem and was seized by a But Paul did not hesitate. He returned to Jerusalem and was seized by a But Paul did not hesitate. He returned to Jerusalem and was seized by a But Paul did not hesitate. He returned to Jerusalem and was seized by a 
group of Jews who wanted to kill him because he taught things contrary group of Jews who wanted to kill him because he taught things contrary group of Jews who wanted to kill him because he taught things contrary group of Jews who wanted to kill him because he taught things contrary group of Jews who wanted to kill him because he taught things contrary 
to their law. to their law. to their law. 

The Roman soldiers nearby saw the commotion and stepped in, taking The Roman soldiers nearby saw the commotion and stepped in, taking The Roman soldiers nearby saw the commotion and stepped in, taking The Roman soldiers nearby saw the commotion and stepped in, taking The Roman soldiers nearby saw the commotion and stepped in, taking 
Paul into Roman custody. Now Paul was in Gentile hands. Paul remained Paul into Roman custody. Now Paul was in Gentile hands. Paul remained Paul into Roman custody. Now Paul was in Gentile hands. Paul remained Paul into Roman custody. Now Paul was in Gentile hands. Paul remained Paul into Roman custody. Now Paul was in Gentile hands. Paul remained 
under Roman protection and was staying in the barracks when the Lord under Roman protection and was staying in the barracks when the Lord under Roman protection and was staying in the barracks when the Lord under Roman protection and was staying in the barracks when the Lord under Roman protection and was staying in the barracks when the Lord 
gave him a message: “Have courage! For as you have testified about me in gave him a message: “Have courage! For as you have testified about me in gave him a message: “Have courage! For as you have testified about me in gave him a message: “Have courage! For as you have testified about me in gave him a message: “Have courage! For as you have testified about me in 
Jerusalem, so it is necessary for you to testify in Rome” (Acts 23:11).Jerusalem, so it is necessary for you to testify in Rome” (Acts 23:11).Jerusalem, so it is necessary for you to testify in Rome” (Acts 23:11).Jerusalem, so it is necessary for you to testify in Rome” (Acts 23:11).

What a comforting message for Paul! The sovereign Lord told Paul his What a comforting message for Paul! The sovereign Lord told Paul his What a comforting message for Paul! The sovereign Lord told Paul his What a comforting message for Paul! The sovereign Lord told Paul his What a comforting message for Paul! The sovereign Lord told Paul his 
future: You’re going to Rome. Paul wasn’t exactly sure how he was going to future: You’re going to Rome. Paul wasn’t exactly sure how he was going to future: You’re going to Rome. Paul wasn’t exactly sure how he was going to future: You’re going to Rome. Paul wasn’t exactly sure how he was going to future: You’re going to Rome. Paul wasn’t exactly sure how he was going to 
get to Rome, but he could trust that God was working all things together get to Rome, but he could trust that God was working all things together get to Rome, but he could trust that God was working all things together get to Rome, but he could trust that God was working all things together get to Rome, but he could trust that God was working all things together 
for that purpose.for that purpose.for that purpose.

The next morning, Paul’s nephew uncovered a plot to kill Paul and The next morning, Paul’s nephew uncovered a plot to kill Paul and The next morning, Paul’s nephew uncovered a plot to kill Paul and The next morning, Paul’s nephew uncovered a plot to kill Paul and The next morning, Paul’s nephew uncovered a plot to kill Paul and 
reported it to the Roman army commander. The commander arranged for reported it to the Roman army commander. The commander arranged for reported it to the Roman army commander. The commander arranged for reported it to the Roman army commander. The commander arranged for reported it to the Roman army commander. The commander arranged for 
Paul to go to Caesarea, where he would be safe.Paul to go to Caesarea, where he would be safe.Paul to go to Caesarea, where he would be safe.

In this Bible story, we see God using human means to bring about His end. In this Bible story, we see God using human means to bring about His end. In this Bible story, we see God using human means to bring about His end. In this Bible story, we see God using human means to bring about His end. In this Bible story, we see God using human means to bring about His end. 
Even when others threatened his life, Paul trusted that God is faithful. He Even when others threatened his life, Paul trusted that God is faithful. He Even when others threatened his life, Paul trusted that God is faithful. He Even when others threatened his life, Paul trusted that God is faithful. He Even when others threatened his life, Paul trusted that God is faithful. He 
believed that God, who showed His love for the world by sending Jesus to believed that God, who showed His love for the world by sending Jesus to believed that God, who showed His love for the world by sending Jesus to believed that God, who showed His love for the world by sending Jesus to believed that God, who showed His love for the world by sending Jesus to 
die on the cross and rise again, would help him through hard times.die on the cross and rise again, would help him through hard times.die on the cross and rise again, would help him through hard times.die on the cross and rise again, would help him through hard times.

We too can risk everything to share the gospel with courage because we We too can risk everything to share the gospel with courage because we We too can risk everything to share the gospel with courage because we We too can risk everything to share the gospel with courage because we We too can risk everything to share the gospel with courage because we 
know that God loves us and will care for us. God calls us to be obedient know that God loves us and will care for us. God calls us to be obedient know that God loves us and will care for us. God calls us to be obedient know that God loves us and will care for us. God calls us to be obedient know that God loves us and will care for us. God calls us to be obedient 
and faithful as we take part in His greater plan to show His glory to us and and faithful as we take part in His greater plan to show His glory to us and and faithful as we take part in His greater plan to show His glory to us and and faithful as we take part in His greater plan to show His glory to us and and faithful as we take part in His greater plan to show His glory to us and 
through us for the fame of His name. through us for the fame of His name. through us for the fame of His name. 
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Paul Was Arrested
Acts 21–23

The apostle Paul told people the good news about Jesus wherever 
he went. When he returned to Jerusalem, the believers were glad to see 
him. But many Jews did not like that Paul taught people they don’t 

have to follow Jewish laws to be saved. So these Jews have to follow Jewish laws to be saved. So these Jews 
made a plan to stop Paul.made a plan to stop Paul.

Paul was at the temple when a Paul was at the temple when a 
crowd of people dragged him crowd of people dragged him 

away and tried to kill him. But away and tried to kill him. But 
a Roman official came and a Roman official came and 

stopped them. This official stopped them. This official 
arrested Paul and brought arrested Paul and brought 
him to the Sanhedrinhim to the Sanhedrin, a 
powerful group of Jewish powerful group of Jewish 
priests and other leaderspriests and other leaders.
Their job was to decide if a Their job was to decide if a 
person had broken a Jewish 
law, and if so, to decide 
how that person should be 

punished.
Paul stood in front of the 

Sanhedrin and looked the men in 
the eyes. “Friends,” he said. “I have 

done what God wants me to do. I do 
not believe I have done anything wrong.” 

Paul explained that he had been arrested 
because he taught that Jesus’ resurrection gave 

hope that we all can be resurrected. The men in the Sanhedrin began 
arguing. Some of them thought dead people would be resurrected 
at the end of time, and others thought that would not happen. The 

The BIBLE Story
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Bible 
Storytelling Storytelling Storytelling 
Tips

• Dramatic Dramatic Dramatic 
conversation:conversation:conversation: As 
you tell the story, use you tell the story, use you tell the story, use 
different voices to different voices to different voices to 
role play the people in role play the people in role play the people in 
the story.the story.

• Show images:Show images:Show images: Find 
pictures to use as the pictures to use as the pictures to use as the 
people in the story people in the story people in the story 
as well as pictures as well as pictures as well as pictures 
for key locations for key locations for key locations 
such as the temple in such as the temple in such as the temple in 
Jerusalem. Use tape Jerusalem. Use tape Jerusalem. Use tape 
to secure them to a to secure them to a to secure them to a 
felt board or poster felt board or poster felt board or poster 
board.

Roman soldiers took Paul away to keep him safe.Roman soldiers took Paul away to keep him safe.Roman soldiers took Paul away to keep him safe.
The next night, the Lord stood by Paul and gave him The next night, the Lord stood by Paul and gave him The next night, the Lord stood by Paul and gave him 

an incredible message: “Have courage!” He said. “You an incredible message: “Have courage!” He said. “You an incredible message: “Have courage!” He said. “You 
told about Me in Jerusalem. I want you to tell about Me told about Me in Jerusalem. I want you to tell about Me told about Me in Jerusalem. I want you to tell about Me 
in Rome, too.”in Rome, too.”in Rome, too.”

In the morning, a group of Jews got together and In the morning, a group of Jews got together and In the morning, a group of Jews got together and 
made a plan to kill Paul.made a plan to kill Paul.made a plan to kill Paul. They promised to not eat or 
drink until Paul was dead. These men told the Jewish drink until Paul was dead. These men told the Jewish drink until Paul was dead. These men told the Jewish 
leaders about their plan.leaders about their plan.leaders about their plan.

Paul’s nephew overheard this evil plan. He hurried Paul’s nephew overheard this evil plan. He hurried Paul’s nephew overheard this evil plan. He hurried 
to tell Paul what was going on. Paul told his nephew to to tell Paul what was going on. Paul told his nephew to to tell Paul what was going on. Paul told his nephew to 
report it to the commander.report it to the commander.report it to the commander.

The army commander said, “Don’t tell anyone that you The army commander said, “Don’t tell anyone that you The army commander said, “Don’t tell anyone that you 
told me about this plan.” told me about this plan.” told me about this plan.” Then the commander told two 
of his officers to get together a large group of soldiers of his officers to get together a large group of soldiers of his officers to get together a large group of soldiers 
and horses.and horses.and horses. They brought a horse for Paul to ride on, and 
that night, the soldiers took Paul to Caesarea to see the that night, the soldiers took Paul to Caesarea to see the that night, the soldiers took Paul to Caesarea to see the 
governor.governor.governor.

Christ Connection: Even when others threatened his life, Christ Connection: Even when others threatened his life, Christ Connection: Even when others threatened his life, 
Paul continued to obey Jesus. He believed that God, who Paul continued to obey Jesus. He believed that God, who Paul continued to obey Jesus. He believed that God, who 
showed His love for the world by sending His Son to die on the showed His love for the world by sending His Son to die on the showed His love for the world by sending His Son to die on the 
cross and rise again, would help him through hard times. We cross and rise again, would help him through hard times. We cross and rise again, would help him through hard times. We 
too can risk everything to share the gospel with courage because too can risk everything to share the gospel with courage because too can risk everything to share the gospel with courage because 
we know that God loves us and will care for us.we know that God loves us and will care for us.we know that God loves us and will care for us.
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 INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul Was Arrested
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 21–23
STORY POINT:STORY POINT: God protected Paul so he could preach about Jesus. God protected Paul so he could preach about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 6:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is sanctifi cation? Sanctifi cation is the process 

of becoming more like Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to think about some 
people whose job it is to protect others. Ask kids to share 
and then challenge them to consider why those jobs are 
important.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Keep On Sharing” on the activity 
page. Kids should find and circle the key words in the word 
search.
SAY • Listen closely to today’s Bible story for these words. 

We will hear about a time Paul was arrested.

Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Courage acrostic
Distribute paper and pencils to each kid. Demonstrate how 
to write the word COURAGE down the side of the paper. COURAGE down the side of the paper. COURAGE

Prompt kids to use the letters to create an acrostic with 
words or phrases that remind them of courage or qualities 
of courageous people. Ask for volunteers to share what 

• “Keep On Sharing” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers

• paper
• pencils
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words they chose and why. words they chose and why. words they chose and why. 
SAY • Today we will learn about a time Paul demonstrated • Today we will learn about a time Paul demonstrated 

courage as he worked for the Lord. Paul trusted God, courage as he worked for the Lord. Paul trusted God, 
and God gave him courage and protection even in and God gave him courage and protection even in 
the face of danger.the face of danger.

OPTION 2:OPTION 2:OPTION 2: Worth the risk
Form groups of three or four kids. Give each group paper, Form groups of three or four kids. Give each group paper, Form groups of three or four kids. Give each group paper, 
pencils, and a set of five numbered cubes. Explain that kids pencils, and a set of five numbered cubes. Explain that kids pencils, and a set of five numbered cubes. Explain that kids 
will take turns rolling the cubes three times to earn points. will take turns rolling the cubes three times to earn points. will take turns rolling the cubes three times to earn points. 
The highest score wins. Provide guidance for each round:The highest score wins. Provide guidance for each round:The highest score wins. Provide guidance for each round:

• Round 1:  Roll all fi ve cubes together. Set aside any Round 1:  Roll all fi ve cubes together. Set aside any 
cubes with point values you want to keep.

• Round 2:  Re-roll any or all cubes. Set aside any cubes Round 2:  Re-roll any or all cubes. Set aside any cubes 
with point values you want to keep.

• Round 3:  Re-roll one or more of the cubes. � en add Round 3:  Re-roll one or more of the cubes. � en add 
up all the points.

Each player should record her points on a piece of paper. Each player should record her points on a piece of paper. Each player should record her points on a piece of paper. 
Give each kid a turn to complete the rounds. Recognize the Give each kid a turn to complete the rounds. Recognize the Give each kid a turn to complete the rounds. Recognize the 
player(s) who scored the most points.player(s) who scored the most points.player(s) who scored the most points.
SAY • Each time you rolled, you had to decide which • Each time you rolled, you had to decide which 

combination of cubes would earn you the most combination of cubes would earn you the most 
points. Re-rolling cubes was a risk you had to take to points. Re-rolling cubes was a risk you had to take to 
earn more points. earn more points. 

Today, we will learn about a time Paul took risks 
in order to share the gospel because he knew God in order to share the gospel because he knew God 
would care for him.would care for him.

Transition to teach the storyTransition to teach the storyTransition to teach the story

• numbered cubes, numbered cubes, numbered cubes, 
5 per group5 per group5 per group

• paper
• pencils
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a lab coat and name tag. He or she is 
carrying a clipboard and a Bible.]
LEADER • Hi, kids! I am so glad you are here in our animal 

conservation and education center. I shared with 
you last week that one of my jobs is to educate 
people about animals and how to help protect those 
animals that are endangered. When God created 
the world, He told Adam and Eve to rule over the 
earth and care for it—including the creatures—so 
it is important for us to take some steps to protect 
animals and help them survive. 

Do you know that God protects His people? In 
today’s story, we will see how God protected Paul so 
Paul could preach about Jesus. Paul was a faithful 
and obedient servant of the Lord, even when it was 
diffi  cult and dangerous. Paul knew that God loved 
him and would care for him, even through hard 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• clipboard

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

 TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul Was Arrested
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 21–23
STORY POINT:STORY POINT: God protected Paul so he could preach about Jesus. God protected Paul so he could preach about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 6:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is sanctifi cation? Sanctifi cation is the process 

of becoming more like Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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times. He will do this for us too when we follow times. He will do this for us too when we follow 
Him in obedience.Him in obedience.

Big picture question Big picture question Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER LEADER LEADER • Last week, we began thinking about the question, 
What is sanctification? What is sanctification? Our story last week and 
the stories we will study over the next few weeks the stories we will study over the next few weeks 
will help us see that will help us see that sanctification is the process 
of becoming more like Jesus by the power of the of becoming more like Jesus by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.Holy Spirit. The sanctification process takes place 
throughout a believer’s whole life. Today, we will see throughout a believer’s whole life. Today, we will see 
how God continued to work in Paul’s life through how God continued to work in Paul’s life through 
the power and protection of the Holy Spirit.the power and protection of the Holy Spirit.

Giant timeline Giant timeline Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.you review.you review.
LEADER LEADER LEADER • On Paul’s third missionary journey, he used every 

opportunity to share Jesus with others. Paul was opportunity to share Jesus with others. Paul was 
dedicated to what God had called him to do. As he dedicated to what God had called him to do. As he 
traveled, Paul encouraged the churches and preached traveled, Paul encouraged the churches and preached 
the good news. the good news. 

� is week, we will see how Paul continued to 
follow and obey God even when it was diffi  cult and follow and obey God even when it was diffi  cult and 
dangerous.dangerous.

Tell the Bible story Tell the Bible story Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Acts 21–23. Use the Bible storytelling Open your Bible to Acts 21–23. Use the Bible storytelling Open your Bible to Acts 21–23. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
show the Bible story video “Paul Was Arrested.”show the Bible story video “Paul Was Arrested.”show the Bible story video “Paul Was Arrested.”
LEADER LEADER LEADER • Paul preached the good news of the gospel 

everywhere he went. Some people agreed with his everywhere he went. Some people agreed with his 

• Giant TimelineGiant TimelineGiant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Paul Was Arrested” “Paul Was Arrested” “Paul Was Arrested” 

video
• Big Picture Question Big Picture Question Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture Bible Story Picture Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point PosterStory Point PosterStory Point Poster
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message, but many did not. Paul preached that Jesus message, but many did not. Paul preached that Jesus message, but many did not. Paul preached that Jesus 
had done everything necessary for our salvation. had done everything necessary for our salvation. had done everything necessary for our salvation. 
There is nothing anyone can do or needs to do to There is nothing anyone can do or needs to do to There is nothing anyone can do or needs to do to 
earn salvation. The Jewish leaders did not like Paul’s earn salvation. The Jewish leaders did not like Paul’s earn salvation. The Jewish leaders did not like Paul’s 
telling people they didn’t have to follow the Jewish telling people they didn’t have to follow the Jewish telling people they didn’t have to follow the Jewish 
laws and traditions to be saved.

God protected Paul so he could preach 
about Jesus. Even when people got angry with Even when people got angry with 
Paul, dragged him away, and tried to kill him, he Paul, dragged him away, and tried to kill him, he Paul, dragged him away, and tried to kill him, he 
continued preaching the good news with confi dence. continued preaching the good news with confi dence. continued preaching the good news with confi dence. 
He told the Sanhedrin, who were leaders in the He told the Sanhedrin, who were leaders in the 
Jewish religion, that he would continue sharing the Jewish religion, that he would continue sharing the Jewish religion, that he would continue sharing the 
gospel because that is what God told him to do. � is gospel because that is what God told him to do. � is gospel because that is what God told him to do. � is 
caused the members of the Sanhedrin to argue. � e caused the members of the Sanhedrin to argue. � e caused the members of the Sanhedrin to argue. � e 
Lord continued to lead and guide Paul as to where Lord continued to lead and guide Paul as to where Lord continued to lead and guide Paul as to where 
to share the gospel, and Paul was careful to obey. to share the gospel, and Paul was careful to obey. to share the gospel, and Paul was careful to obey. 
Paul trusted the Lord with his life and believed God Paul trusted the Lord with his life and believed God Paul trusted the Lord with his life and believed God 
would show His glory through Paul—whether he would show His glory through Paul—whether he would show His glory through Paul—whether he 
lived or died.

Christ connection
LEADER • Many did not like the message of the gospel • Many did not like the message of the gospel • Many did not like the message of the gospel 

that Paul preached, so he often faced challenges and that Paul preached, so he often faced challenges and that Paul preached, so he often faced challenges and 
danger as he traveled. Even when others threatened danger as he traveled. Even when others threatened danger as he traveled. Even when others threatened 
his life, Paul continued to obey Jesus. He believed his life, Paul continued to obey Jesus. He believed his life, Paul continued to obey Jesus. He believed 
that God, who showed His love for the world by that God, who showed His love for the world by that God, who showed His love for the world by 
sending His Son to die on the cross and rise again, sending His Son to die on the cross and rise again, sending His Son to die on the cross and rise again, 
would help him through hard times. 

We too can risk everything to share the gospel with We too can risk everything to share the gospel with We too can risk everything to share the gospel with 
courage because we know that God loves us and will courage because we know that God loves us and will courage because we know that God loves us and will 
care for us.

Tip: Use Scripture Tip: Use Scripture Tip: Use Scripture 
and the guide and the guide and the guide 
provided provided on page 33 on page 33 
to explain how to to explain how to to explain how to 
become a Christian. become a Christian. become a Christian. 
Make sure kids Make sure kids Make sure kids 
know when and know when and know when and 
where they can ask where they can ask where they can ask 
questions.questions.
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Questions from kids video Questions from kids video Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 34, Session 2” questions from kids video. Show the “Unit 34, Session 2” questions from kids video. Show the “Unit 34, Session 2” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about why some people want others Prompt kids to think about why some people want others Prompt kids to think about why some people want others 
to stop sharing the good news about Jesus. Guide them to to stop sharing the good news about Jesus. Guide them to to stop sharing the good news about Jesus. Guide them to 
discuss how they might respond to someone who doesn’t discuss how they might respond to someone who doesn’t discuss how they might respond to someone who doesn’t 
want to hear about Jesus.want to hear about Jesus.want to hear about Jesus.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Display the photo and ask a volunteer to read 
about David Livingstone’s work to abolish the slave trade in about David Livingstone’s work to abolish the slave trade in about David Livingstone’s work to abolish the slave trade in 
Africa.Africa.
LEADER LEADER LEADER • One of the reasons we admire David Livingstone 

is because he saw value in all people. He knew that is because he saw value in all people. He knew that 
slavery is wrong, and he tried to help others see that. slavery is wrong, and he tried to help others see that. 
People did not always like that he spoke out against People did not always like that he spoke out against 
slavery, but David believed that God would protect slavery, but David believed that God would protect 
him so he could preach about Jesus. him so he could preach about Jesus. 

Key passage Key passage Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 1 Timothy 6:12.together 1 Timothy 6:12.together 1 Timothy 6:12.
LEADER LEADER LEADER • Our key passage reminds us to “fight the good 

fight of faith.” We can press on in the fight of faith fight of faith.” We can press on in the fight of faith 
knowing that God protects and provides for His knowing that God protects and provides for His 
people. God protected Paul so he could keep on people. God protected Paul so he could keep on 
preaching the gospel. The “fight of faith” might preaching the gospel. The “fight of faith” might 
not be easy. Every believer will face challenges, not be easy. Every believer will face challenges, 
but we can keep obeying and following the Lord but we can keep obeying and following the Lord 
with confidence, knowing He will always provide with confidence, knowing He will always provide 
everything we need.everything we need.

Lead kids in singing “The Good Fight (1 Timothy 6:12).”Lead kids in singing “The Good Fight (1 Timothy 6:12).”Lead kids in singing “The Good Fight (1 Timothy 6:12).”

• “Unit 34, Session 2” “Unit 34, Session 2” “Unit 34, Session 2” 
questions from kids questions from kids questions from kids 
video

• “David Livingstone’s “David Livingstone’s “David Livingstone’s 
Important Mission” Important Mission” Important Mission” 
printableprintable

• Key Passage PosterKey Passage PosterKey Passage Poster
• “The Good Fight “The Good Fight “The Good Fight 

(1 Timothy 6:12)” song(1 Timothy 6:12)” song(1 Timothy 6:12)” song

31Fight the Good Fight

© 2021 LifeWay



Sing (4 minutes)

Open your Bible and read aloud 1 John 5:18.
LEADER • Believers can be confident as they step out in • Believers can be confident as they step out in • Believers can be confident as they step out in 

obedience to the Lord. Jesus is the King of kings and obedience to the Lord. Jesus is the King of kings and obedience to the Lord. Jesus is the King of kings and 
Lord of lords. Nothing is beyond His control. Let’s Lord of lords. Nothing is beyond His control. Let’s Lord of lords. Nothing is beyond His control. Let’s 
praise the One who protects and cares for us.

Sing together “All Hail the Power.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Thank You, Lord, that we can trust You with • Thank You, Lord, that we can trust You with • Thank You, Lord, that we can trust You with 

our lives. You are the faithful God who loves and our lives. You are the faithful God who loves and our lives. You are the faithful God who loves and 
cares for us. You sent Your own Son to take the cares for us. You sent Your own Son to take the 
punishment for our sins. Help us share the gospel punishment for our sins. Help us share the gospel punishment for our sins. Help us share the gospel 
with courage and boldness, as You have called us to with courage and boldness, as You have called us to with courage and boldness, as You have called us to 
do. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “All Hail the Power” “All Hail the Power” “All Hail the Power” 
song

• Bible
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word Ask kids if they have ever heard the word Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word . Clarify that the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel gospelgospel
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules.God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.and explain what these verses mean.and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned.We sinned.We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has  Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has  Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided.God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God  Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God  Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Jesus gives. Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. We respond. We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide Provide I’m a Christian Now!I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete  for new Christians to take home and complete  for new Christians to take home and complete I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete I’m a Christian Now!
with their families.with their families.with their families.
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 APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul Was Arrested
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 21–23
STORY POINT:STORY POINT: God protected Paul so he could preach about Jesus. God protected Paul so he could preach about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 6:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is sanctifi cation? Sanctifi cation is the process 

of becoming more like Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Before meeting together, split the key passage into eight 
phrases and write the phrases on separate sticky notes. 
Depending on the size of your group, you may need to 
make several sets so each kid can have a sticky note.

Display the key passage poster. Lead kids in reading 
aloud 1 Timothy 6:12 together. Then direct kids to stand 
up and form groups of eight. Stick one sticky note to each 
kid’s forehead. Do not let kids see the words on their own 
sticky notes. 

Challenge kids to work together to organize themselves 
in the correct order without speaking. Once kids finish, re-
distribute sticky notes, giving each kid a different phrase.

For an added challenge, time the kids to see how 
long it takes them to get in the correct order each time, 
encouraging them to try to beat their previous time.
SAY • Great job! Each time we meet together we will work 

on memorizing our key passage!

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Remind kids that the Book of Acts is about the early 
church—how the early church was established and grew. 

• Key Passage Poster
• sticky notes
• marker
• stopwatch or timer 

(optional)

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970)
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Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles 
to Acts 23. Choose a volunteer to read aloud Acts 23:11.to Acts 23. Choose a volunteer to read aloud Acts 23:11.to Acts 23. Choose a volunteer to read aloud Acts 23:11.
SAY • God protected Paul so he could preach about God protected Paul so he could preach about 

Jesus.Jesus. Paul faced many hardships, but nothing could 
stop God’s plan to use Paul to take the good news to stop God’s plan to use Paul to take the good news to 
Rome.Rome.

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. 1. What did Paul risk by choosing to obey Jesus? What did Paul risk by choosing to obey Jesus? Guide 

kids to recognize that Paul risked poverty, persecution, kids to recognize that Paul risked poverty, persecution, 
and even death in order to obey the Lord. He and even death in order to obey the Lord. He 
understood that any risk he took to share the gospel was understood that any risk he took to share the gospel was 
worth it to honor and glorify the Lord. worth it to honor and glorify the Lord. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Phil. 3:8.)(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Phil. 3:8.)

2. 2. Why did Paul teach about following Jewish rules? Why did Paul teach about following Jewish rules? 
Explain that Paul wanted to tell people the good news Explain that Paul wanted to tell people the good news 
that Jesus has done everything needed for salvation. � ey that Jesus has done everything needed for salvation. � ey 
did not have to follow rules or traditions in order to be did not have to follow rules or traditions in order to be 
accepted by the Lord. Salvation is a free gift.accepted by the Lord. Salvation is a free gift.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Eph. 2:8-9.)(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Eph. 2:8-9.)

3. 3. How can you trust God even when diffi  cult things How can you trust God even when diffi  cult things 
happen? happen? Help kids connect that the God we serve is the 
same God we read about in the Bible. He is still all-same God we read about in the Bible. He is still all-
powerful and all-knowing. Just as He helped Paul when powerful and all-knowing. Just as He helped Paul when 
he faced diffi  culties, He will help us, too.he faced diffi  culties, He will help us, too.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Prov. 3:5-6.)(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Prov. 3:5-6.)

SAY • We can trust the Lord with our lives. He cares for • We can trust the Lord with our lives. He cares for 
His children and wants to use us, so we can risk His children and wants to use us, so we can risk 
everything to obey Him.everything to obey Him.

Activity choice Activity choice Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Wild pathway
Lead kids to form pairs or small groups. Explain 

Option: Retell or Option: Retell or Option: Retell or 
review the Bible review the Bible review the Bible 
story using the story using the story using the 
bolded text of the bolded text of the bolded text of the 
Bible story script.Bible story script.Bible story script.

• yarn
• tape
• scissorsscissors

35Fight the Good Fight

© 2021 LifeWay



that they will use yarn to make a path from one side of the that they will use yarn to make a path from one side of the that they will use yarn to make a path from one side of the 
room to the next. Assign each group a different starting room to the next. Assign each group a different starting room to the next. Assign each group a different starting 
point and an ending point (bookshelf to the door; table to point and an ending point (bookshelf to the door; table to point and an ending point (bookshelf to the door; table to 
the chair in the far corner). Direct them to tape their yarn the chair in the far corner). Direct them to tape their yarn the chair in the far corner). Direct them to tape their yarn 
to the starting point and then make a path—as creative as to the starting point and then make a path—as creative as to the starting point and then make a path—as creative as 
they want it to be—to the ending point. They can weave they want it to be—to the ending point. They can weave they want it to be—to the ending point. They can weave 
through the room, under chairs, behind bookshelves, and so through the room, under chairs, behind bookshelves, and so through the room, under chairs, behind bookshelves, and so 
forth.

When they arrive at the end, cut the yarn and tape it to When they arrive at the end, cut the yarn and tape it to When they arrive at the end, cut the yarn and tape it to 
the end point. Allow each group to show the path the yarn the end point. Allow each group to show the path the yarn the end point. Allow each group to show the path the yarn 
made from the start to the finish.
SAY • These pathways are pretty wild! Sometimes the • These pathways are pretty wild! Sometimes the 

pathways we take in missions seem wild, too. David pathways we take in missions seem wild, too. David pathways we take in missions seem wild, too. David 
Livingstone was a missionary who created new Livingstone was a missionary who created new 
pathways in Africa, in hope of abolishing slavery. We pathways in Africa, in hope of abolishing slavery. We pathways in Africa, in hope of abolishing slavery. We 
need to always ask God what pathways we should need to always ask God what pathways we should need to always ask God what pathways we should 
take in standing up for what is right and bringing the take in standing up for what is right and bringing the take in standing up for what is right and bringing the 
good news of Jesus to people everywhere.

OPTION 2: Up to the challenge
Organize kids into two groups and give each group a topic Organize kids into two groups and give each group a topic Organize kids into two groups and give each group a topic 
to defend. Provide paper and pencils for kids to make notes. to defend. Provide paper and pencils for kids to make notes. to defend. Provide paper and pencils for kids to make notes. 
Group 1 should work together to defend the statement Group 1 should work together to defend the statement Group 1 should work together to defend the statement 
“Movies are better with popcorn.” Group 2 should defend “Movies are better with popcorn.” Group 2 should defend “Movies are better with popcorn.” Group 2 should defend 
the statement “Movies are better without popcorn.” 

Form additional groups as needed, depending on the Form additional groups as needed, depending on the Form additional groups as needed, depending on the 
number of kids. Kids should develop arguments and number of kids. Kids should develop arguments and 
illustrations to support why their statements are true. Once illustrations to support why their statements are true. Once illustrations to support why their statements are true. Once 
the teams have arguments prepared, invite one team at a the teams have arguments prepared, invite one team at a the teams have arguments prepared, invite one team at a 
time to come forward and make their case to the group. time to come forward and make their case to the group. time to come forward and make their case to the group. 
SAY • Great job! Both groups had some strong points as • Great job! Both groups had some strong points as • Great job! Both groups had some strong points as 

they defended their statement. In today’s story, we they defended their statement. In today’s story, we they defended their statement. In today’s story, we 

Tip: Use this Tip: Use this Tip: Use this 
activity option activity option activity option 
to reinforce the to reinforce the to reinforce the 
missions moment missions moment missions moment 
from Teach the from Teach the from Teach the 
Story.

• paper
• pencils

Option: Review the Option: Review the Option: Review the 
gospel with boys gospel with boys gospel with boys 
and girls. Explain and girls. Explain and girls. Explain 
that kids are that kids are that kids are 
welcome to speak welcome to speak welcome to speak 
with you or another with you or another with you or another 
teacher if they teacher if they teacher if they 
have questions.have questions.have questions.
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saw Paul demonstrate courage and confidence as he saw Paul demonstrate courage and confidence as he 
reasoned with the members of the Sanhedrin. reasoned with the members of the Sanhedrin. God 
protected Paul so he could preach about Jesus.protected Paul so he could preach about Jesus.

Even when Paul was challenged, he was confi dent 
in what he believed and was able to defend his faith in what he believed and was able to defend his faith 
when speaking with religious leaders. It is important when speaking with religious leaders. It is important 
for all believers to know the truth of God’s Word for all believers to know the truth of God’s Word 
and be ready and prepared to explain why we believe and be ready and prepared to explain why we believe 
what we believe. what we believe. 

Journal and prayer Journal and prayer Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think 
about and answer the questions listed on the page:about and answer the questions listed on the page:about and answer the questions listed on the page:

• What does this story teach me about God or the What does this story teach me about God or the 
gospel?gospel?

• What does the story teach me about myself?What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How Are there any commands in this story to obey? How 
are they for God’s glory and my good?are they for God’s glory and my good?

• Are there any promises in this story to remember? Are there any promises in this story to remember? 
How do they help me trust and love God?How do they help me trust and love God?

• How does this story help me to live on mission How does this story help me to live on mission 
better?better?

As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then 
pray, thanking God for His love and protection over His pray, thanking God for His love and protection over His pray, thanking God for His love and protection over His 
children. Ask God to give kids courage and confidence as children. Ask God to give kids courage and confidence as children. Ask God to give kids courage and confidence as 
they share the gospel with those around them.they share the gospel with those around them.they share the gospel with those around them.

 As time allows, lead kids to complete “ As time allows, lead kids to complete “ As time allows, lead kids to complete “Worth It All” on 
the activity page. the activity page. the activity page. 

• pencils
• Journal PageJournal PageJournal Page
• “Worth It All” “Worth It All” “Worth It All” 

activity page, activity page, activity page, 
1 per kid1 per kid

Tip: Give parents Tip: Give parents Tip: Give parents 
this week’s this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for Picture Cards for Picture Cards for 
FamiliesFamilies to allow  to allow 
families to interact families to interact families to interact 
with the biblical with the biblical with the biblical 
content at home.content at home.content at home.
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