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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 26

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 28

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 34

Unit 34 • Session 2

Unit 34 • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Acts 21–23

STORY POINT:  
God protected Paul so he could  

preach about Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE:  
1 Timothy 6:12

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is sanctification? Sanctification is 
the process of becoming more like Jesus 

by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Paul Was Arrested
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Use Week of:
LEADER Bible Study
As Paul’s third missionary journey came to an end, a prophet named 
Agabus warned him that the Jews would seize him in Jerusalem and hand 
him over to the Gentiles. (See Acts 21:10-11.) 

But Paul did not hesitate. He returned to Jerusalem and was seized by a 
group of Jews who wanted to kill him because he taught things contrary 
to their law. 

The Roman soldiers nearby saw the commotion and stepped in, taking 
Paul into Roman custody. Now Paul was in Gentile hands. Paul remained 
under Roman protection and was staying in the barracks when the Lord 
gave him a message: “Have courage! For as you have testified about me in 
Jerusalem, so it is necessary for you to testify in Rome” (Acts 23:11).

What a comforting message for Paul! The sovereign Lord told Paul his 
future: You’re going to Rome. Paul wasn’t exactly sure how he was going to 
get to Rome, but he could trust that God was working all things together 
for that purpose.

The next morning, Paul’s nephew uncovered a plot to kill Paul and 
reported it to the Roman army commander. The commander arranged for 
Paul to go to Caesarea, where he would be safe.

In this Bible story, we see God using human means to bring about His end. 
Even when others threatened his life, Paul trusted that God is faithful. He 
believed that God, who showed His love for the world by sending Jesus to 
die on the cross and rise again, would help him through hard times.

We too can risk everything to share the gospel with courage because we 
know that God loves us and will care for us. God calls us to be obedient 
and faithful as we take part in His greater plan to show His glory to us and 
through us for the fame of His name. 

23Fight the Good Fight
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Paul Was Arrested
Acts 21–23

The apostle Paul told people the good news about Jesus wherever 
he went. When he returned to Jerusalem, the believers were glad to see 
him. But many Jews did not like that Paul taught people they don’t 

have to follow Jewish laws to be saved. So these Jews 
made a plan to stop Paul.

Paul was at the temple when a 
crowd of people dragged him 

away and tried to kill him. But 
a Roman official came and 

stopped them. This official 
arrested Paul and brought 
him to the Sanhedrin, a 
powerful group of Jewish 
priests and other leaders. 
Their job was to decide if a 
person had broken a Jewish 
law, and if so, to decide 
how that person should be 

punished.
Paul stood in front of the 

Sanhedrin and looked the men in 
the eyes. “Friends,” he said. “I have 

done what God wants me to do. I do 
not believe I have done anything wrong.” 

Paul explained that he had been arrested 
because he taught that Jesus’ resurrection gave 

hope that we all can be resurrected. The men in the Sanhedrin began 
arguing. Some of them thought dead people would be resurrected 
at the end of time, and others thought that would not happen. The 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Dramatic 
conversation: As 
you tell the story, 
use different voices 
to role play the 
characters in the 
story.

• Show images: Find 
pictures to use as the 
people in the story 
as well as pictures 
for key locations 
such as the temple in 
Jerusalem. Use tape 
to secure them to a 
felt board or poster 
board.

The BIBLE Story
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Paul Was Arrested
Acts 21–23

The apostle Paul told people the good news about Jesus wherever 
he went. When he returned to Jerusalem, the believers were glad to see 
him. But many Jews did not like that Paul taught people they don’t 

have to follow Jewish laws to be saved. So these Jews 
made a plan to stop Paul.

Paul was at the temple when a 
crowd of people dragged him 

away and tried to kill him. But 
a Roman official came and 

stopped them. This official 
arrested Paul and brought 
him to the Sanhedrin, a 
powerful group of Jewish 
priests and other leaders. 
Their job was to decide if a 
person had broken a Jewish 
law, and if so, to decide 
how that person should be 

punished.
Paul stood in front of the 

Sanhedrin and looked the men in 
the eyes. “Friends,” he said. “I have 

done what God wants me to do. I do 
not believe I have done anything wrong.” 

Paul explained that he had been arrested 
because he taught that Jesus’ resurrection gave 

hope that we all can be resurrected. The men in the Sanhedrin began 
arguing. Some of them thought dead people would be resurrected 
at the end of time, and others thought that would not happen. The 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Dramatic 
conversation: As 
you tell the story, 
use different voices 
to role play the 
characters in the 
story.

• Show images: Find 
pictures to use as the 
people in the story 
as well as pictures 
for key locations 
such as the temple in 
Jerusalem. Use tape 
to secure them to a 
felt board or poster 
board.

Roman soldiers took Paul away to keep him safe.
The next night, the Lord stood by Paul and gave him 

an incredible message: “Have courage!” He said. “You 
told about Me in Jerusalem. I want you to tell about Me 
in Rome, too.”

In the morning, a group of Jews got together and 
made a plan to kill Paul. They promised to not eat or 
drink until Paul was dead. These men told the Jewish 
leaders about their plan.

Paul’s nephew overheard this evil plan. He hurried 
to tell Paul what was going on. Paul told his nephew to 
report it to the commander.

The army commander said, “Don’t tell anyone that you 
told me about this plan.” Then the commander told two 
of his officers to get together a large group of soldiers 
and horses. They brought a horse for Paul to ride on, and 
that night, the soldiers took Paul to Caesarea to see the 
governor.

Christ Connection: Even when others threatened his life, 
Paul continued to obey Jesus. He believed that God, who 
showed His love for the world by sending His Son to die on the 
cross and rise again, would help him through hard times. We 
too can risk everything to share the gospel with courage because 
we know that God loves us and will care for us.

25Fight the Good Fight
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul Was Arrested
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 21–23
STORY POINT: God protected Paul so he could preach about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 6:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is sanctification? Sanctification is the process 

of becoming more like Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to discuss people whose 
job it is to protect others.
SAY • God protected Paul everywhere he traveled so that he 

could tell others about Jesus. Even when Paul felt like 
his own life was in danger, he trusted God to protect 
him so that he could continue sharing the gospel. 
Think about people who protect others. How do 
they protect you? Why is their job important?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Hidden Message” activity page. 
Kids will color each section of the picture according to the 
number code to reveal a secret message.
SAY • The word gospel means “good news.” When Paul 

shared the gospel, he shared the good news of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. Paul believed in the good 
news of Jesus so much that he risked his own life to 
share the gospel with others. Who can you share the 
good news of Jesus with this week?

• “Hidden Message” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers

26 Younger Kids Leader Guide
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Courageous
Discuss examples of courage as a whole group. Invite the 
kids to think about a time when they were courageous. 
Give each kid paper and crayons. Invite the kids to draw a 
picture about a time when they were courageous. Share the 
pictures with the whole group.
SAY • Wow! You all have some good examples of being 

courageous. Paul was very courageous, too. He was 
in some really scary situations while traveling to share 
the gospel. This week we’re going to learn about a 
time when Paul was arrested for sharing Jesus. How 
do you think Paul responded?

OPTION 2: Risky roll
Form groups of three or four kids. Provide each group 
with three numbered cubes. Explain that each kid will 
have a turn to roll the three cubes one at a time, adding 
them together as they go. The goal of the game is to get the 
highest score without going over 13. Kids can choose to roll 
less than three numbered cubes. At the end of the game, the 
highest sum that is 13 or lower wins. Break ties with a single 
roll, highest number wins.
SAY • The risk of losing the game was pretty unimportant 

in the big picture of our lives, but it still made you 
feel nervous about rolling too high. Think about 
Paul. He risked everything to share the gospel with 
others. How were Paul’s risks the same and how were 
they different from our risks in this game?

Transition to teach the story

• paper
• crayons

• numbered cubes, 3 
per group

27Fight the Good Fight
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing khaki shorts, a cargo vest, a wide-
brimmed hat, and boots.]
LEADER • Thanks for coming back to the zoo! It’s great to 

see you again. I just returned from the rain forest 
where I was studying the ecosystems to see how 
we can help conserve the habitats of the animals 
who live there. All of creation is God’s and He put 
humans over His creation. If we love God, we will 
want to take care of the things that belong to Him. 
Taking good care of something that another has 
trusted you with is called stewardship. 

One way we can be good stewards of God’s 
creation is to pay attention to the effects of our 
actions. If we learn that the way we build or grow 
things is hurting God’s creation, we can look for 
better ways to grow or build the things we need. 
Another way we can steward God’s creation is to 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul Was Arrested
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 21–23
STORY POINT: God protected Paul so he could preach about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 6:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is sanctification? Sanctification is the process 

of becoming more like Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.

28 Younger Kids Leader Guide
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protect animals whose natural habitats may not be 
safe anymore.

This makes me think about Paul. He was a 
steward of the gospel. Jesus told him the good news 
and trusted Paul to tell everyone about it. Nothing 
stopped Paul from obeying that mission! He was 
hurt, he was put in prison, he was almost killed, and 
he kept telling others the good news about Jesus. 
Paul trusted God to protect him and he didn’t give 
up no matter how dangerous or uncomfortable 
things got for him. 

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Does anyone remember that really big word we 
learned last week? That’s right! Sanctification. What 
is sanctification? Sanctification is the process of 
becoming more like Jesus by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Sanctification takes time. None of us wake up 
and are immediately just like Jesus, but all believers 
become a little more like Jesus each day. The Holy 
Spirit changes what we think, say, and do to be the 
things Jesus would want us to think, say, and do.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Paul used every opportunity to tell others 

about Jesus. When it was time to return to 
Jerusalem, Paul knew there would be trouble there, 
but he obeyed God. This week, we will learn about 
the trouble Paul faced in Jerusalem.

• Giant Timeline

29Fight the Good Fight
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Acts 21–23. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
show the Bible story video “Paul Was Arrested.”
LEADER • Paul knew that going to Jerusalem would result 

in trouble. When he returned to Jerusalem, he was 
arrested by Jews who didn’t agree with what he 
taught about Jesus being resurrected from the dead. 
But Roman soldiers saw what was happening and 
took him into Roman custody. This actually saved 
Paul’s life! 

While Paul was in jail, the Lord gave him a 
message. God told Paul to have courage. God said, 
“I want you to tell about Me in Rome, too.” This 
must have comforted Paul to know that God would 
protect Him all the way to Rome. Paul did not know 
when or how he would get to Rome, but he knew 
God would get him safely there. 

God used Paul’s nephew and the commander to 
protect Paul. Some Jews made a plan to kill Paul and 
Paul’s nephew heard their plan. He immediately told 
the commander. The commander sent Paul with two 
officers to Caesarea to see the governor. Even though 
Paul was still in jail, he was safe in Caesarea. 

Paul never stopped trusting God’s faithfulness. 
He believed God would help him through the scary, 
difficult, and dangerous times. Paul knew God was 
using him to share the good news about Jesus and 
Paul was obedient in that work. 

Christ connection
LEADER • Even when others threatened his life, Paul 

• Bibles
• “Paul Was Arrested” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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continued to obey Jesus. He believed that God, 
who showed His love for the world by sending His 
Son to die on the cross and rise again, would help 
him through hard times. We too can risk everything 
to share the gospel with courage because we know 
God loves us and will care for us. God calls us to be 
obedient and faithful as He uses us to bring about 
His plan.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 34, Session 2” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about why some people try to stop the 
gospel. Guide them to discuss how they can respond to a 
person who doesn’t want to hear the gospel. 

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Display the photo and ask a volunteer to read 
about David Livingstone’s work to abolish the slave trade in 
Africa.
LEADER • One of the reasons we admire David Livingstone 

is because he saw the value in all people. He knew 
that slavery is wrong, and he tried to help others see 
that. People did not always like that he spoke out 
against slavery, but David believed that God would 
protect him so he could preach about Jesus. 

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 1 Timothy 6:12. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • Paul sent Timothy to help the Ephesians 

understand the gospel. Paul knew that Christians 
face real enemies who want to stop people from 

• “Unit 34, Session 2” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “David Livingstone’s 
Important Mission” 
printable

• Key Passage Poster
• “The Good Fight 

(1 Timothy 6:12)” song

31Fight the Good Fight
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believing the gospel. That’s why Paul encouraged 
Timothy to fight the good fight of faith and teach 
the Ephesians to do the same.  

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • God showed us His love for the world by sending 
His Son to die on the cross and rise again. He 
showed His incredible power when He raised Jesus 
from the grave. Let us show our love by singing to 
Him and praising Him for His power. 

Sing together “All Hail the Power.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, Thank You for protecting Paul while he 

shared the good news about Jesus. Help us to follow 
Paul’s example and share the gospel with those 
around us. Amen. 

Dismiss to apply the story

• “All Hail the Power” 
song

32 Younger Kids Leader Guide
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.

33Fight the Good Fight
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul Was Arrested
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 21–23
STORY POINT: God protected Paul so he could preach about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 6:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is sanctification? Sanctification is the process 

of becoming more like Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Blow up one balloon. Invite the kids to stand in a circle. 
Explain that the goal is to keep the balloon in the air while 
saying the entire key passage. Challenge kids to keep it in 
the air by tapping it gently. When a kid hits the balloon 
back into the air, he should say the next word in the key 
passage. To begin the activity, toss the balloon into the circle 
and say the first word of the key passage. Continue playing 
several rounds as time allows.
SAY • Salvation is a free gift from God. God calls us to 

salvation and we respond by putting our faith in 
Jesus. When we believe in Jesus, we receive the gift of 
eternal life.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find Acts 21–23. 
Remind kids that Acts is in the New Testament, right after 
the Gospels division. Help kids distinguish the difference 
between the large chapter numbers and the smaller verse 
numbers. Ask the kids if any of them remember who wrote 
the Book of Acts, and what other book he wrote. (Luke 
wrote Acts and the Gospel of Luke.) 

• Key Passage Poster
• balloon
• Allergy Alert

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)

34 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 34 • Session 2

005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   34005819525_v12_YK_LG.indb   34 12/1/20   9:55 AM12/1/20   9:55 AM

© 2021 LifeWay



Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Why did the Jews make a plan to stop Paul from 

sharing the gospel? (They believed that the gospel went 
against Jewish laws; Acts 21:28)

2. What message did Paul receive while in the Roman 
prison? (God told Paul to have courage because he 
would preach in Rome; Acts 23:11)

3. What did the Jewish leaders plan to do to Paul? (kill 
him, Acts 23:12-15) 

4. Why did Paul continue to obey Jesus, even when his 
freedom and safety were threatened? Help the kids 
understand that Paul knew the promises of God. Paul 
understood that following Jesus is often like a fight. Paul 
had hope for the future, and was being made more like 
Jesus each day. Jesus gave His life for us, and we can give 
our lives so others can believe the gospel.

5. What might we risk by sharing the gospel boldly? 
Talk to your group about the risks they might face. They 
may be unpopular or have other kids who think they 
are strange or awkward. Remind the kids that in some 
places, talking about Jesus can be punished with prison 
or death, just like Paul faced. 

6. Will God protect us from all hard times or pain? 
Help the kids think about Paul and Stephen. God 
allowed Stephen to be martyred, but He protected Paul. 
God protected Paul from death, but not from prison. 
Paul still faced many hardships for Jesus. Help the kids 
see that God works through all circumstances, even those 
that are difficult, sad, or scary. 

SAY • God protected Paul so that he could preach about 
Jesus. Paul was willing to face all kinds of troubles 
because He knew that Jesus is worth any price. 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

35Fight the Good Fight
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Tangled pathways
Form pairs or small groups of kids. Assign each 

group a starting point and an ending point and give each 
group a ball of yarn. Direct groups to tape the end of their 
yarn to the starting point and then make a path—as creative 
as they want it to be—to the ending point. They can weave 
through the room, under chairs, behind bookshelves, etc.

When they arrive at the end, cut their string and tape 
the yarn at the end. Allow each group to show the path 
their yarn made from the start to the finish.
SAY • These pathways are pretty mixed up! Sometimes the 

pathways people take in missions seem surprising 
too. David Livingstone was a missionary who created 
new pathways in Africa, in hope of abolishing slavery. 
We need to always ask God what pathways we should 
take in standing up for what is right and bringing the 
good news of Jesus to people everywhere.

OPTION 2: Chains of blessing
Provide each kid with a strip of paper. Encourage the kids 
to write or draw a picture representing a way God used 
Paul’s imprisonment for good. Then, make a paper chain 
from the strips by taping them into interlocked loops. 
SAY • Paul face many dangers. Some Jews even threatened 

to kill him. Jail must have seemed like a terrible place 
to be, but God used jail to protect Paul. God’s plan 
for Paul was to share the gospel with others. God 
protected Paul so he could preach about Jesus. 

When we face hard times, it is tempting to think 
God is being mean to us. The truth is, just a God 
used Paul’s hard times to protect Paul and give him 

• balls of yarn, 1 per 
group

• tape

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• paper strips
• pencils
• tape
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more chances to tell about Jesus, God will use our 
hard times to help us love Him and trust Him. Hard 
times provide us with opportunities to respond as 
Jesus would. Hard times are part of the way God 
sanctifies us. What is sanctification? Sanctification 
is the process of becoming more like Jesus by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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