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Unit 34 • Session 2

Acts 21–23

STORY POINT:  
God protected Paul.

KEY PASSAGE: 
1 Timothy 6:12

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is sanctification? Sanctification is 

how God makes us more like Jesus.

Paul Was Arrested

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
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LEADER Bible Study
As Paul’s third missionary journey came to an end, a prophet named 
Agabus warned him that the Jews would seize him in Jerusalem and 
hand him over to the Gentiles. (See Acts 21:10-11.) 

But Paul did not hesitate. He returned to Jerusalem and was seized by a 
group of Jews who wanted to kill him because he taught things contrary 
to their law. 

The Roman soldiers nearby saw the commotion and stepped in, 
taking Paul into Roman custody. Now Paul was in Gentile hands. Paul 
remained under Roman protection and was staying in the barracks when 
the Lord gave him a message: “Have courage! For as you have testified 
about me in Jerusalem, so it is necessary for you to testify in Rome” 
(Acts 23:11).

What a comforting message for Paul! The sovereign Lord told Paul his 
future: You’re going to Rome. Paul wasn’t exactly sure how he was going 
to get to Rome, but he could trust that God was working all things 
together for that purpose.

The next morning, Paul’s nephew uncovered a plot to kill Paul and 
reported it to the Roman army commander. The commander arranged 
for Paul to go to Caesarea, where he would be safe.

In this Bible story, we see God using human means to bring about His 
end. Even when others threatened his life, Paul trusted that God is 
faithful. He believed that God, who showed His love for the world by 
sending Jesus to die on the cross and rise again, would help him through 
hard times.

We too can risk everything to share the gospel with courage because we 
know that God loves us and will care for us. God calls us to be obedient 
and faithful as we take part in His greater plan to show His glory to us 
and through us for the fame of His name.
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 Paul Was Arrested
Acts 21–23

Paul was in Jerusalem. The believers there were happy to see Paul, 
but some of the Jews were not happy. They did not like that Paul taught 
people they don’t have to follow Jewish rules to be saved. One day, 

when Paul went to the temple, a crowd of Jews grabbed 
Paul and dragged him outside. They wanted 

to hurt him, but the commander of the 
Roman army stopped them.

The army commander arrested 
Paul and took him to a group of 

leaders whose job was to decide 
if someone had broken the law 
and to decide how lawbreakers 
should be punished.

Paul stood in front of the 
leaders and said, “Friends, I 
did what God wants me to do. 
I did not do anything wrong.” 
Paul told them he was in jail 

for teaching that Jesus rose from 
the dead. Then the leaders began 

arguing. Some of them thought 
Paul was doing the right thing, 

but some thought he was wrong. The 
Roman soldiers took Paul away so he 

would be safe.
The next night, the Lord came to Paul. “Have 

courage!” said the Lord. “You told people about Me in Jerusalem. 
You must tell people in Rome too.”

But the following morning, a group of Jews made another plan 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use people 
figures: Use people 
figures to represent 
Paul, the army 
commander, Jewish 
leaders, and Paul’s 
nephew. Add a toy 
horse and act out 
the story with the 
figures.

• Whoop and holler: 
Lead boys and girls 
to say, “Oh, no!” 
whenever Paul is in 
danger. Encourage 
them to celebrate by 
cheering and clapping 
each time Paul is 
rescued.

The BIBLE Story
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 Paul Was Arrested
Acts 21–23

Paul was in Jerusalem. The believers there were happy to see Paul, 
but some of the Jews were not happy. They did not like that Paul taught 
people they don’t have to follow Jewish rules to be saved. One day, 

when Paul went to the temple, a crowd of Jews grabbed 
Paul and dragged him outside. They wanted 

to hurt him, but the commander of the 
Roman army stopped them.

The army commander arrested 
Paul and took him to a group of 

leaders whose job was to decide 
if someone had broken the law 
and to decide how lawbreakers 
should be punished.

Paul stood in front of the 
leaders and said, “Friends, I 
did what God wants me to do. 
I did not do anything wrong.” 
Paul told them he was in jail 

for teaching that Jesus rose from 
the dead. Then the leaders began 

arguing. Some of them thought 
Paul was doing the right thing, 

but some thought he was wrong. The 
Roman soldiers took Paul away so he 

would be safe.
The next night, the Lord came to Paul. “Have 

courage!” said the Lord. “You told people about Me in Jerusalem. 
You must tell people in Rome too.”

But the following morning, a group of Jews made another plan 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use people 
figures: Use people 
figures to represent 
Paul, the army 
commander, Jewish 
leaders, and Paul’s 
nephew. Add a toy 
horse and act out 
the story with the 
figures.

• Whoop and holler: 
Lead boys and girls 
to say, “Oh, no!” 
whenever Paul is in 
danger. Encourage 
them to celebrate by 
cheering and clapping 
each time Paul is 
rescued.

to hurt Paul. They told the Jewish leaders about their 
plan. Paul’s nephew heard the Jews talking about their 
plan. He hurried to Paul and told him what they said. 
Paul told him to tell the army commander about the 
plan.

So the army commander told two of his soldiers to get a 
bunch of soldiers and horses. The soldiers brought a horse 
for Paul to ride on. That night, the soldiers took Paul to 
another city to see the Roman governor. God took care 
of Paul and protected him from the men who wanted to 
hurt him.

Christ Connection: Even when others wanted to hurt 
Paul, Paul trusted God. God showed His love for the world by 
sending Jesus, and Paul believed God would help him through 
hard times. Like Paul, we can obey God no matter what 
because we know God loves us and takes care of us.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul Was Arrested
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 21–23
STORY POINT: God protected Paul.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 6:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is sanctification? Sanctification is how God 

makes us more like Jesus.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Guide children to fill in the circle beside the items that 
people use for protection.
SAY •  Coats keep our bodies warm when it is cold, and 

umbrellas keep us dry when it’s raining. In today’s 
Bible story, we will hear that a group of people 
wanted to hurt Paul, but God protected Paul in a 
way that might surprise you.

Answer “Can you ride it?”
Call out the names of animals and ask children whether 
the animal could be ridden safely. Guide boys and girls to 
imagine what it would be like to ride an animal and play 
out what it might look like. Suggest animals such as: an 
elephant, a butterfly, a porcupine, a camel, a dolphin, an 
eagle, a horse. 
SAY • I don’t think I would enjoy riding a porcupine, would 

• “Keep On Keeping 
On” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Be Safe” activity 
page, 1 per child

• crayons or markers
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you? In today’s Bible story, after a crowd of people 
wanted to hurt Paul, an army commander arrested 
Paul to keep him safe from the crowds. Later some 
soldiers helped Paul escape to another town by riding 
away on horses. God took care of Paul and protected 
him.

Write with stickers
Print God protected Paul. in large letters on a large sheet 
of paper and tape it to the wall at a child’s eye level. Read 
today’s story point and show children how to peel a dot 
sticker from its backing and attach it to the paper. Continue 
to add stickers to the poster, covering the letters so that 
the story point looks like it has been written with stickers 
instead of with a marker.
SAY • Paul knew that when he went to Jerusalem, he could 

be in danger, but that did not stop Paul. God wanted 
Paul to tell people the good news about Jesus—
especially in Jerusalem—and God kept Paul safe. 
Our poster says God protected Paul, and that is 
what God did for him when people wanted to hurt 
Paul. Listen to the Bible story to find out how. 

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Suggest boys and girls move like a favorite animal as they 
move to Bible study. Ask children whether anyone chose to 
gallop to Bible study like a horse.

• large sheet of paper
• marker
• tape
• colored dot stickers

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Acts 21 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • Today’s story, like all the stories from the Bible, is true. 

A long time ago, God told a man named Luke to write 
down the things that happened to Paul when Paul told 
people about Jesus. Today, we are reading God’s words 
from the Book of Acts.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story 
of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • Things were not easy for Paul in Jerusalem, but God 

protected Paul over and over again. God even used 
Roman soldiers and an army commander to arrest 
Paul so Paul would be protected from the people who 
wanted to hurt him. Paul trusted God and believed 
that God would help him through hard times. We 
can trust God to take care of us too.

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Paul Was Arrested” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul Was Arrested
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 21–23
STORY POINT: God protected Paul.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 6:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is sanctification? Sanctification is how God 

makes us more like Jesus.
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Practice the key passage 
Before the session, write each word of the key passage on a 
paper strip. Place the key passage marker at 1 Timothy 6:12. 
Invite a child to open your Bible to the key passage. Read 
the key passage aloud. Show preschoolers the strip with the 
passage’s first word and tape it to form a loop. Add words to 
form a key passage paper chain. Point to each link and lead 
children to say the verse with you.
SAY • Paul knew that God showed His love for the world 

by sending Jesus, and Paul was ready to fight the 
good fight of faith because he knew that God would 
help him when things were hard.

Sing the key passage song, “Fight the Good Fight,” and the 
theme song, “Keep On Keeping On.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Do you remember the very big word we learned last 

week? Sanc-ti-fi-ca-tion. What is sanctification? 
Sanctification is how God makes us more like 
Jesus. Things were hard for Paul in Jerusalem, but 
God was helping him to become more like Jesus.

Missions moment
Ask a child to hold the photo while you read the 

description of David Livingstone’s work in Africa. 
SAY • David Livingstone knew that all people matter to 

God. He understood that God hates slavery, so he 
taught people what the Bible says. Let’s pray that 
everyone will understand how important each and 
every person is to God and treat them that way.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• paper
• scissors (adult use) 
• marker
• tape
• Bible 
• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “Fight the Good Fight 

(1 Timothy 6:12)” song
• “Keep On Keeping 

On” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “David Livingstone” 
printable

Tip: Define slavery 
for preschoolers 
as when someone 
forces someone 
else to work for 
them.
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Paul Was Arrested
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 21–23
STORY POINT: God protected Paul.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 6:12
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is sanctification? Sanctification is how God 

makes us more like Jesus.

Where should we go?
Gather several sheets of different colored paper. Cut paper 
into fourths. Randomly arrange paper on the floor and tape 
it in place. Call out a color. Instruct children to quickly 
move to stand on that color’s space. Name another color 
as children hurry to move to a new spot. Allow children to 
take turns calling out colors.
SAY • You moved quickly to the blue spot and then to the 

red spot. Where shall we go next? Paul obeyed God 
and traveled to Jerusalem, but things were not easy 
for him there. Some people did not like what Paul 
was saying, and they wanted to hurt him, but God 
protected Paul. Later God told Paul that he would 
be going to Rome next. Paul trusted God, who 
showed His love for the world by sending Jesus. Paul 
knew that he could obey God no matter what.

Paint a symmetrical picture
Squeeze paint onto a foam plate. Fold paper in half and 
then unfold it. Put on smocks and lay a sheet of paper in 
front of each child. Show children how to spoon a small 
amount of paint onto their papers. Add additional colors. 
When a child is satisfied with his paint spots, help him fold 
the paper in half and press the paint together. Open the 

• colored paper, several 
different colors 

• scissors (adult use)
• tape

• construction paper
• foam plates
• plastic spoons
• paint
• wipes for cleanup
• smocks
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page again and observe that the two halves of the paper now 
look the same.
SAY • How beautiful! Did you notice that the colors on one 

side of the page now match the colors on the other 
side? They didn’t look the same until we pressed 
the sides together. Your picture reminds me of the 
big word we are learning, sanctification. What is 
sanctification? Sanctification is how God makes 
us more like Jesus. When God makes us more like 
Jesus, we begin to think the way Jesus thinks and act 
the way He acts. Even when hard things happen, we 
can obey God no matter what because we know God 
loves us and takes care of us. 

“Rescue” items
Place a bookmark in a Bible at Acts 21. Tape classroom 
items, such as blocks, crayons, or toy figures, to the table. 
Guide children to take turns “rescuing” items by cutting the 
tape and peeling it off.
SAY • The yellow car was taped to the table and it would 

not move. Now you can play with it because you 
peeled the tape away. Let’s see if you can rescue the 
toy horse. The army commander rescued Paul from 
an angry crowd. When Paul’s nephew heard about 
another plan to hurt Paul, some soldiers protected 
him by bringing a horse to ride on to leave the town. 
Let’s open the Bible to the ribbon and look at the 
place where we see that God protected Paul. Paul 
believed God would help him through hard times.

Find the people
Print and cut apart the “Be Like Jesus” printable cards. Tape 

• Bible
• bookmark
• painter’s tape
• blunt-tipped scissors
• assorted classroom 

items (crayons, 
blocks, toy animals, 
people figures, toy 
vehicles)

• “Be Like Jesus” 
printable

• scissors (adult use)
• paper sack
• tape
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one set of pictures around the room and place the other 
set in a paper sack. Invite a child to choose a card from the 
sack. Challenge children to look around the classroom to 
find the match and retrieve it. Look at the pictures and talk 
about how the people in the pictures are being like Jesus. 
Extend the game by laying all pairs of cards face down on 
a table and turning over two at a time until matches are 
found. Lay the cards faceup for younger preschoolers.
SAY • How is the woman in the picture being like Jesus? 

It looks like she is helping the older lady by holding 
her arm and carrying her groceries. How are the girls 
being like Jesus? It looks like they are loving each 
other. Sometimes God wants us to do things that 
are not easy, but like Paul learned, sometimes the 
hard things help make us more like Jesus. What is 
sanctification? Sanctification is how God makes us 
more like Jesus.

Look at books about Africa
Before the session, gather an assortment of books 

about Africa. Consider checking out books from your local 
library. Set out books for preschoolers to browse. Read a 
book as a preschooler shows interest. 
SAY • Missionary David Livingstone explored Africa so that 

he could help the people and tell them about Jesus. 
He explored places in Africa, he preached from the 
Bible, he helped people to be safe and know that 
Jesus loved them.

• books about Africa
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve animal crackers for snack. Talk about the different 
animals and challenge a child to recall which animal Paul 
rode when the soldiers took him to another city to keep 
him safe. Remind children that God protected Paul when 
the crowds of people wanted to hurt him.  

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. What did the crowds of Jews in Jerusalem want to do 
to Paul? (They wanted to hurt him.)

2. Why did the army commander arrest Paul and take 
him away from the crowds? (to keep him safe)

3. When Paul’s nephew heard about another plan to 
hurt him, who did Paul say he should tell about their 
plan? (the army commander)

4. That night, how did the soldiers help Paul escape? 
(They rode horses into another city.)

5. What is sanctification? Sanctification is how God 
makes us more like Jesus.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and 

napkins 
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• animal crackers 

(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “Fight the 

Good Fight 
(1 Timothy 6:12)” 
song

• “Keep On Keeping 
On” song

• Big Picture Cards 
for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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