
 
Ridgedale Christmas Eve Service Family Discussion Guide 
Students (6th-12th grade) 
Matthew 1:18-25 
 
All of the Bible leading up to this moment is a process of people either giving in to their sin 
or trying to be saved from their sin in ways that would not ultimately solve our problem. 
Finally, Jesus comes and He comes as the solution for our problem of sin. He comes to 
make right what we had made wrong, and He does so in the most glorious fashion 
possible. 
 
Do people still need to be saved from their sins? How is Jesus’ birth, life, death, and 
resurrection still incredibly significant and important in our world today? 
 
Throughout the Old Testament God makes promises (which we call covenants1) and He 
has prophets who make statements about things that will happen (which we call 
prophecies). In tonight’s passage, the angel tells Joseph that Jesus will be born to be a 
savior and that He’d be born this way to confirm something God had said long ago. In 
Jesus’ birth, the promises God makes in the Old Testament are kept and the prophecies 
spoken in the Old Testament come true2. What a wonderful fact for us as followers of 
Jesus! 
 
Is it comforting to know that our God keeps His promises and that Jesus’ birth 
happened how people predicted it would long before Jesus was born? How so? 
 
Finally, we see that Jesus came to be the presence of God among humanity3. The fact is 
that God loved us so much He didn’t want us to just read about His love, He wanted us to 
see and experience it through the sending of Jesus. When the angel mentions that Jesus 
will be called Immanuel it’s not just a cool name, it tells us something about who Jesus is. 
He is fully God, made fully man so that He could fully experience our lives and so that we 
could fully experience God’s love. 
 
In what way does God express His love most through Jesus? How can our taking 
communion during this time of year help us to celebrate Christmas while remembering 
the cross? 
 

(Field any additional questions from your student(s) and then pray together to close) 
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1) “…(which we call covenants1)” – In the Old Testament we see several covenants 

made between God and men. The Noahic Covenant, that God would never flood 
the earth again, is confirmed through the sign of the rainbow. In relation to Jesus 
we see two covenants in particular that are relevant, the Abrahamic Covenant and 
the Davidic Covenant. The Abrahamic Covenant is made between God and 
Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3) where God promises to make from Abraham a great nation 
through which all the earth will be blessed. We know through the genealogies of the 
New Testament that the culmination of this covenant comes in the form of Jesus 
who can be traced back to the lineage of Abraham. Second, is the Davidic 
Covenant (2 Sam. 7) where God promises several things to Israel, but to David 
specifically God promises that from his line a king will come whose reign will never 
end. Again, through the genealogies of the New Testament we see that this comes 
to fulfillment through the birth of our true King, Jesus. 

 
2) “…prophecies spoken in the Old Testament come true2” – Conservatively speaking 

Jesus fulfilled at least 112 Old Testament prophecies. This may seem like a large 
but not supernatural number until you consider the statistical probabilities. In his 
book, Science Speaks, Dr. Peter Stoner attempted to analyze the probability that 
any one man could fulfill just eight of the Messianic prophecies, of which Jesus is 
said to have fulfilled over 100. At the conclusion of his research, Dr. Stoner 
concluded that for a single man to fulfill just eight of the prophecies would be in the 
odds of 1 in 10,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 or 1011 

(sciencespeaks.dstoner.net/Christ_of_Prophecy). With this in mind, the fact that 
Jesus fulfilled over 100 of these Old Testament prophecies is absolutely mind 
blowing to consider. This gives us incredible confidence that Jesus is exactly who 
the Scriptures say He is and that His Word is incredibly reliable today. 
 

3) “…presence of God among humanity3” – To see this concept fleshed out more fully, 
it could be helpful to go to John 1:1-18. As you may be familiar with, John’s gospel 
begins from the beginning of time and then expands out from there how Jesus 
takes on flesh and dwells among humanity as God in flesh. It would be very useful 
specifically to look to say John 1:14-18 where we see this doctrine laid out explicitly 
as Jesus is the “Word became flesh.” 


