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Budget
The budget is an important statement of policy about the allocation of a nation’s resources to achieve its development priorities. Beyond meeting the requirements of Public Financial Management and Accountability Act (2011) for spending public resources, the budget is the key link between mobilization of funds and attainment of the country’s goals and objectives.
The budget is a contract between the policymakers and spending agencies, as well as between the citizens and the Government. That is, the government agrees to provide certain services to the citizens and residents in return for the use of public resources. All government spending agencies are required to prepare annual budgets before they can access to public resources.
The national budget is a public document and available for download on this site.
Fiscal year and budget classification
South Sudan operates an annual budget, and the legal fiscal calendar runs from July 1st through to June 30th. Expenditure in the budget is classified into 5 chapters:
1. Wages and salaries,
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Operating expenditures,
3. Capital expenditures (public investment),
4. Transfers to sub-national governments and
5. Other expenditures.
In addition, the budget is organized around 10 different sectors defined in the South Sudan Development Plan (SSDP):
1. Accountability
2. Economic Functions
3. Education
4. Health
5. Infrastructure
6. Natural Resources
7. Public Administration
8. Rule of Law
9. Security
10. Social Affairs
Budget process
The RSS annual budget preparation process typically begins in October/November, with an estimation of available resources and the identification of the Government’s priorities for the fiscal year. Based on this, The Council of Ministers approves budget ceilings to distribute these resources between the various spending agencies. With guidance and coordination from the Ministry of Finance, spending agencies then prepare budgets in line with prioritized programmes and activities for the coming year. In May, at the end of the annual planning and budget process, the draft budget is presented to the National Legislative Assembly for review and approval. Once the budget is approved by the Assembly, it legalises public expenditure for the fiscal year.
Budgeting for results
The budget is also an important tool for measuring accomplishments against goals and ensuring accountability in use of public resources. In South Sudan, the budget is results-orientated, which means that each spending agency is required to define the results it aims to achieve with the budget it requests.
After budget execution, spending agencies are legally required to present expenditure and performance reports to the Assembly for review, and audits are conducted. In addition, the Ministry of Finance publishes quarterly budget execution reports, which show how public resources were spent during the fiscal year.
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