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The general director for the Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative
(EITI) at the Ministry of Mines, Industry and Energy, César A. Hinestrosa
Gómez, talks to TOGY about the latest developments in the country’s
EITI application and how it is taking steps to avoid repeating the same
mistakes that lead to its failed bid for membership in 2010. Equatorial
Guinea plans to submit its application to be a fully compliant member
of EITI by the end of 2015.

What will be the main advantage of being a full member of EITI?

EITI’s main objective is to improve the general business environment in the country. The
government is interested in attracting more investment, and companies want to bring in
more capital, which means more domestic jobs. EITI is not the panacea but a tool to be used
towards our main objective of industrialising Equatorial Guinea.

We have important programmes such as the Equatorial Guinea Industrialisation Plan 2020,
the Mbini Industrial City and the Industrial Petroleum City in Luba. Being a full member of EITI
will strengthen the confidence of foreign investors in present and future projects that have
been devised for the industrialisation of the country and the diversification of the economy. 

What are latest developments in the application process you are leading for
Equatorial Guinea to become a fully compliant EITI member country?

We achieved our objective of re-establishing the National Commission, the entity that should
be the decision maker about the EITI application and report-making processes in Equatorial
Guinea. To ensure dynamism in the application process, we independently selected five civil
society associations in February 2015.

The first meeting of the National Commission is planned for the second quarter of 2015 and
will structure and regulate the commission. This meeting will also give us the chance to
introduce the documents needed to complete our candidate application by September
2015, such as the EITI and validation reports. We can then immediately begin working on the
second stage and obtain full membership by 2018 once we receive our expected approval
for candidature.

What were the challenges in forming the representative group in the National
Commission given that civil society is still in an emerging state in Equatorial Guinea?

Due to the country’s failed bid for EITI membership in 2010, non-governmental and local
organisations lost trust in the government-led candidature process. The most important
achievement in the last year has been the re-establishment of communication and trust
between the government and civil society groups. The role of the representative group in the
National Commission is to allow these groups to take more responsibility in the candidature
process and to become better organised.

It is important that the government, companies and civil society associations feel
comfortable when working with EITI. The National Commission is working on an agreement
memorandum to be signed by all three parties, stating their commitment to working
together towards Equatorial Guinea’s membership in the EITI and ensuring that opinions will
be respected without reprisal.

What is your stance on the pressure for EITI to begin defending and promoting civil
and political rights?

In several countries, international civil society associations have started to pressure EITI about
shifting the framework of its mission to promote political and social freedoms. EITI should be
able to continue with its original aim of providing transparency in the extractives industries.
EITI’s strength is based on the simplicity of its aim in disclosing finances.

EITI investigates if there are discrepancies between financial reports of a government’s
revenue and how much private companies have paid. The national budget is available for
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revenue and how much private companies have paid. The national budget is available for
anyone to double check how the income reported by EITI has been spent.

For more news and features on Equatorial Guinea, click here. 
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