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New mining licences issued, others
revoked

Kali Kotoski

Over 40 new mining licences were issued during the �rst half of the year to satisfy the

high demand for construction materials by Cambodian infrastructure and real estate

projects, while more than 100 licences were revoked due to environmental concerns or

inactivity, a government o�cial said yesterday.

Meng Saktheara, secretary of state at the Ministry of Mines and Energy (MME), said 44

new licences were issued for “industrial” purposes. All of the licences were for extraction

of construction materials, such as limestone, crushed rock or sand, and none were given

for mineral exploration.

While he declined to provide details on what speci�c section of the construction material

supply chain the 44 licences represented, Saktheara said the MME was carefully vetting

mining licence applications.

“Compared to previous years, it has been much more di�cult for companies to acquire

licences from the government,” he said, adding that this placed additional “challenges” on

companies as they need to undertake environmental impact assessments (EIAs).

Accordingly, the ministry terminated 116 licences during the �rst six months of the year.

“The ones that were terminated were either inactive or lacked the environmental

safeguards or technical aspects of operation demanded by the MME,” he said.

A total of 505 mining licences, covering mineral exploration, construction materials and

industrial purposes, such as metal production, were active as of the end of July, according

to ministry data. Over 400 of these licences authorise the extraction of construction

materials.

The high demand for construction materials, particularly cement and crushed rock, has

been driven by Cambodia’s massive construction boom, with nearly 1,000 new

construction projects valued at total $6.5 billion approved by the Ministry of Land

Management, Urban Planning and Construction (MLMUPC) during the �rst �ve months of

the year.

Companies operating mines to supply the construction material supply chain insist that

2016 is shaping up to be a good year.

Li Lang, CEO of the Cambodian-owned Taiwan Kamhwa Crushing International Co Ltd,

which operates a stone quarry in Kampong Speu province that produces crushed rock for

cement and infrastructure developments, said the company has increased production

since the start of the year.

“Compared to the last couple years when we operated with low production, especially

during the rainy season, our factory is now producing 30 to 35 percent more this year,” he

said.Kamhwa has a total production capacity of 49,500 tonnes per month and is a fully

owned subsidiary of VTrust Group.

“The majority of demand is coming from the need for crushed stone for road construction

and for cement,” Lang said, adding that he did not anticipate a slowdown in production.

Contact author: Kali Kotoski
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Gov’t scoops up more mining revenue

Mesco closes in on gold licence

Chinese �rm to build new factory in
Kampot

First mine licensed to draw gold

Block D o�shore oil licence revoked

New cement factory sets itself apart from
the rest

PM inks sub-decree to control mining
sector

Mining site accident kills one, injures one
in Mondulkiri

Related articles

Turkish Embassy calls
for closure of Zaman
schools

With an attempted coup against the

government of President Recep Erdogan

quashed only days ago and more than 7,000

alleged conspirators now under arrest, the

Turkish ambassador to Cambodia yesterday

pressed the govern

CNRP lawmakers beaten

Two opposition lawmakers, Nhay

Chamroeun and Kong Sakphea were beaten

unconscious during protests in Phnom

Penh, as over a thousand protesters

descended upon the National Assembly.

Student authors
discuss "The
Cambodian

Economy"

Students at Phnom Penh's Liger Learning

Center have written and published a new

book, "The Cambodian Economy".
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