The Budget Statement and Economic Policy of the Government of Ghana for the Year 2016
[bookmark: _GoBack]81. Mr. Speaker, total expenditure, including payments for the clearance of arrears and outstanding commitments for the first three quarters of the year amounted to GH¢29,469.5 million (22.1 percent of GDP) against a target of GH¢29,501.8 million (22.0 percent of GDP). The outturn was 0.1 percent lower than the budget target and 18.1 percent higher than the outturn for the corresponding period in 2014. Total expenditure for the year, including provision for the clearance of arrears and commitments, is projected at GH¢41,931.4 million (31.5 percent of GDP) and 4.2 percent higher than the revised budget estimate on account of the clearance of more arrears than budgeted.
82. Expenditure on Wages and Salaries from January to September, 2015 totalled GH¢7,659.4 million, 0.9 percent lower than the budget target of GH¢7,732.0 million and 10.0 percent higher than the outturn for the same period in 2014. In addition to this, an amount of GH¢613.0 million was spent on the clearance of wage arrears. Wages and salaries, for the year as a whole, is projected to remain the same as budgeted i.e. at GH¢10,286.5 million. 

