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PRESIDENT Robert Mugabe’s call for Members of Parliament and
senior government officials to publicly declare their assets hit the nail on
the head, but he should lead by example and be the first to proclaim his
chattels.
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Hence, the challenge to Mugabe by African Parliamentary Network
against Corruption chairperson Willas Madzimure is in the right direction
especially if the President is to show sincerity in fighting graft among top
officials in his Zanu PF party.

Mugabe, during the official opening of the Third Session of the Eighth
Parliament, stated that high-level public office holders should disclose
their assets upon assumption of office as part of efforts to fight the
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scourge of corruption which continues to rear its ugly head at all levels of
society.

Public officials, including Cabinet ministers, senior government officials
and Zanu PF stalwarts, have become rich overnight despite the fact that
some earn meagre salaries, as low as $400 per month.

(i) Ads by Google » Robert Mugabe » Government Money » Zimbabwe Dollar » Mugabe and The

Some Cabinet ministers joined government with literally nothing in terms
of assets, but are now the richest people in society, owning multi-million-
dollar properties and businesses, including banks.

This inexplicable accumulation of wealth has raised eyebrows and
attracted the attention of civic groups and opposition political parties,
who have for decades urged Mugabe and Parliamentarians to state their
assets.

Sadly, such calls have fallen on deaf ears, as many public officials
continue to fleece the State of billions of dollars worth of resources
through corruption with no action taken against them due to the
perverse culture of impunity in the ruling Zanu PF. It is, therefore, quite a
surprise that Mugabe appears to have seen sense in officials disclosing
their assets upon assumption of public office.

We, therefore, fully support Madzimure’s call on Mugabe to lead by
example and declare his own assets, which have been the subject of
speculation, with media reports claiming he had become one of Africa’s
richest presidents and billionaires.

Declaration of assets is the norm in most progressive societies. There is
nothing Western about it, as some in Zanu PF might try to argue. So it
was not surprising when new Nigerian leader Muhammadu Buhari and
his deputy recently declared their assets.

And so did new Namibian President Hage Geingob and First Lady
Monica.

We believe the Zanu PF government must walk the talk and ensure that
corruption is dealt with otherwise efforts to revive the comatose
economy will remain a pipe dream. Zimbabweans will, therefore,
anxiously wait for Mugabe and his Cabinet to take the first steps in
declaring their assets.

We also hope that the second step would be for Mugabe again to launch
investigations into the lifestyles of public officials.

All Cabinet ministers and officials who are suspected to have corruptly
amassed wealth must be reconnoitered and brought to book otherwise
Mugabe’s calls will be nothing but rhetoric.

https://www.newsday.co.zw/2015/09/23/mugabe-shoul d-declare-assets-first/


https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-5185228015030174&output=html&h=15&slotname=9674691662&adk=1348907408&w=728&lmt=1464118843&loeid=314159231&flash=21.0.0&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsday.co.zw%2F2015%2F09%2F23%2Fmugabe-should-declare-assets-first%2F&wgl=1&dt=1464118842120&bpp=22&bdt=747&fdt=2228&idt=2296&shv=r20160520&cbv=r20151006&saldr=aa&correlator=1743768529803&frm=20&ga_vid=*&ga_sid=*&ga_hid=*&ga_fc=1&pv=2&iag=3&icsg=2&nhd=1&dssz=2&mdo=0&mso=0&u_tz=120&u_his=1&u_java=0&u_h=768&u_w=1366&u_ah=728&u_aw=1366&u_cd=24&u_nplug=6&u_nmime=8&dff=arial&dfs=14&biw=1349&bih=667&eid=10573696%2C4087319%2C27415002%2C4087390&ref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.co.zw%2F&rx=0&eae=0&fc=80&pc=1&brdim=0%2C0%2C0%2C0%2C1366%2C0%2C0%2C0%2C1366%2C667&vis=2&rsz=%7C%7C%7C&abl=CS&ppjl=f&pfx=0&fu=16&bc=1&ifi=1&xpc=i9Ye1xet1I&p=https%3A//www.newsday.co.zw&dtd=2372&rl_rc=true&adsense_enabled=true&ad_type=text&oe=utf8&format=fpkc_al_lp&prev_fmts=728x15_0ads_al&kw_type=radlink&hl=en&kw0=Robert+Mugabe&kw1=Government+Money&kw2=Zimbabwe+Dollar&kw3=Mugabe+and+The&okw=Robert+Mugabe&rt=ChBXRK4_AARD-wobE5PxCsfIEg1Sb2JlcnQgTXVnYWJlGggg5-Yc_IH73SgBUhMI1sio3rvzzAIV53bbCh1XHQ3U
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-5185228015030174&output=html&h=15&slotname=9674691662&adk=1348907408&w=728&lmt=1464118843&loeid=314159231&flash=21.0.0&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsday.co.zw%2F2015%2F09%2F23%2Fmugabe-should-declare-assets-first%2F&wgl=1&dt=1464118842120&bpp=22&bdt=747&fdt=2228&idt=2296&shv=r20160520&cbv=r20151006&saldr=aa&correlator=1743768529803&frm=20&ga_vid=*&ga_sid=*&ga_hid=*&ga_fc=1&pv=2&iag=3&icsg=2&nhd=1&dssz=2&mdo=0&mso=0&u_tz=120&u_his=1&u_java=0&u_h=768&u_w=1366&u_ah=728&u_aw=1366&u_cd=24&u_nplug=6&u_nmime=8&dff=arial&dfs=14&biw=1349&bih=667&eid=10573696%2C4087319%2C27415002%2C4087390&ref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.co.zw%2F&rx=0&eae=0&fc=80&pc=1&brdim=0%2C0%2C0%2C0%2C1366%2C0%2C0%2C0%2C1366%2C667&vis=2&rsz=%7C%7C%7C&abl=CS&ppjl=f&pfx=0&fu=16&bc=1&ifi=1&xpc=i9Ye1xet1I&p=https%3A//www.newsday.co.zw&dtd=2372&rl_rc=true&adsense_enabled=true&ad_type=text&oe=utf8&format=fpkc_al_lp&prev_fmts=728x15_0ads_al&kw_type=radlink&hl=en&kw0=Robert+Mugabe&kw1=Government+Money&kw2=Zimbabwe+Dollar&kw3=Mugabe+and+The&okw=Government+Money&rt=ChBXRK4_AARECAobE5PxCsfIEhBHb3Zlcm5tZW50IE1vbmV5GgiUg2-94uHCIygBUhMI1sio3rvzzAIV53bbCh1XHQ3U
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-5185228015030174&output=html&h=15&slotname=9674691662&adk=1348907408&w=728&lmt=1464118843&loeid=314159231&flash=21.0.0&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsday.co.zw%2F2015%2F09%2F23%2Fmugabe-should-declare-assets-first%2F&wgl=1&dt=1464118842120&bpp=22&bdt=747&fdt=2228&idt=2296&shv=r20160520&cbv=r20151006&saldr=aa&correlator=1743768529803&frm=20&ga_vid=*&ga_sid=*&ga_hid=*&ga_fc=1&pv=2&iag=3&icsg=2&nhd=1&dssz=2&mdo=0&mso=0&u_tz=120&u_his=1&u_java=0&u_h=768&u_w=1366&u_ah=728&u_aw=1366&u_cd=24&u_nplug=6&u_nmime=8&dff=arial&dfs=14&biw=1349&bih=667&eid=10573696%2C4087319%2C27415002%2C4087390&ref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.co.zw%2F&rx=0&eae=0&fc=80&pc=1&brdim=0%2C0%2C0%2C0%2C1366%2C0%2C0%2C0%2C1366%2C667&vis=2&rsz=%7C%7C%7C&abl=CS&ppjl=f&pfx=0&fu=16&bc=1&ifi=1&xpc=i9Ye1xet1I&p=https%3A//www.newsday.co.zw&dtd=2372&rl_rc=true&adsense_enabled=true&ad_type=text&oe=utf8&format=fpkc_al_lp&prev_fmts=728x15_0ads_al&kw_type=radlink&hl=en&kw0=Robert+Mugabe&kw1=Government+Money&kw2=Zimbabwe+Dollar&kw3=Mugabe+and+The&okw=Zimbabwe+Dollar&rt=ChBXRK4_AARECgobE5PxCsfIEg9aaW1iYWJ3ZSBEb2xsYXIaCGgNf0kMng5tKAFSEwjWyKjeu_PMAhXndtsKHVcdDdQ
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-5185228015030174&output=html&h=15&slotname=9674691662&adk=1348907408&w=728&lmt=1464118843&loeid=314159231&flash=21.0.0&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsday.co.zw%2F2015%2F09%2F23%2Fmugabe-should-declare-assets-first%2F&wgl=1&dt=1464118842120&bpp=22&bdt=747&fdt=2228&idt=2296&shv=r20160520&cbv=r20151006&saldr=aa&correlator=1743768529803&frm=20&ga_vid=*&ga_sid=*&ga_hid=*&ga_fc=1&pv=2&iag=3&icsg=2&nhd=1&dssz=2&mdo=0&mso=0&u_tz=120&u_his=1&u_java=0&u_h=768&u_w=1366&u_ah=728&u_aw=1366&u_cd=24&u_nplug=6&u_nmime=8&dff=arial&dfs=14&biw=1349&bih=667&eid=10573696%2C4087319%2C27415002%2C4087390&ref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.co.zw%2F&rx=0&eae=0&fc=80&pc=1&brdim=0%2C0%2C0%2C0%2C1366%2C0%2C0%2C0%2C1366%2C667&vis=2&rsz=%7C%7C%7C&abl=CS&ppjl=f&pfx=0&fu=16&bc=1&ifi=1&xpc=i9Ye1xet1I&p=https%3A//www.newsday.co.zw&dtd=2372&rl_rc=true&adsense_enabled=true&ad_type=text&oe=utf8&format=fpkc_al_lp&prev_fmts=728x15_0ads_al&kw_type=radlink&hl=en&kw0=Robert+Mugabe&kw1=Government+Money&kw2=Zimbabwe+Dollar&kw3=Mugabe+and+The&okw=Mugabe+and+The&rt=ChBXRK4_AARECwobE5PxCsfIEg5NdWdhYmUgYW5kIFRoZRoI_RzXDgst-JEoAVITCNbIqN6788wCFed22wodVx0N1A
https://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttps://www.newsday.co.zw/2015/09/23/mugabe-should-declare-assets-first/%26gl%3DZW%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-5185228015030174%26ai0%3D&usg=AFQjCNGRNm6mSEZKt_vo2fsNvfC2nMArrw

5/24/2016 Mugabe should declare assets first - NewsDay Zimbabwe

The ball is, therefore, in Mugabe’s court. He must force his ministers to
declare their assets and arrest all those found to be corrupt otherwise
talk about ending the vice will remain nothing but hot air.
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mailto:?subject=Mugabe%20should%20declare%20assets%20first&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsday.co.zw%2F2015%2F09%2F23%2Fmugabe-should-declare-assets-first%2F%0A%0AMugabe%20should%20declare%20assets%20first%0A%0APRESIDENT%20Robert%20Mugabe%E2%80%99s%20call%20for%20Members%20of%20Parliament%20and%20senior%20government%20officials%20to%20publicly%20declare%20their%20assets%20hit%20the%20nail%20on%20the%20head%2C%20but%20he%20should%20lead%20by%20example%20and%20be%20the%20first%20to%20proclaim%20his%20chattels.%20Hence%2C%20the%20challenge%20to%20Mugabe%20by%20African%20Parliamentary%20Network%20against%20Corruption%20chairperson%20Willas%20Madzimure%20is%20in%20the%20right%20direction%20especially%20if%20the%20President%20is%20to%20show%20sincerity%20in%20fighting%20graft%20among%20top%20officials%20in%20his%20Zanu%20PF%20party.%20Mugabe%2C%20during%20the%20official%20opening%20of%20the%20Third%20Session%20of%20the%20Eighth%20Parliament%2C%20stated%20that%20high-level%20public%20office%20holders%20should%20disclose%20their%20assets%20upon%20assumption%20of%20office%20as%20part%20of%20efforts%20to%20fight%20the%20scourge%20of%20corruption%20which%20continues%20to%20rear%20its%20ugly%20head%20at%20all%20levels%20of%20society.%20Public%20officials%2C%20including%20Cabinet%20ministers%2C%20senior%20government%20officials%20and%20Zanu%20PF%20stalwarts%2C%20have%20become%20rich%20overnight%20despite%20the%20fact%20that%20some%20earn%20meagre%20salaries%2C%20as%20low%20as%20%24400%20per%20month.%20Some%20Cabinet%20ministers%20joined%20government%20with%20literally%20nothing%20in%20terms%20of%20assets%2C%20but%20are%20now%20the%20richest%20people%20in%20society%2C%20owning%20multi-million-dollar%20properties%20and%20businesses%2C%20including%20banks.%20This%20inexplicable%20accumulation%20of%20wealth%20has%20raised%20eyebrows%20and%20attracted%20the%20attention%20of%20civic%20groups%20and%20opposition%20political%20parties%2C%20who%20have%20for%20decades%20urged%20Mugabe%20and%20Parliamentarians%20to%20state%20their%20assets.%20Sadly%2C%20such%20calls%20have%20fallen%20on%20deaf%20ears%2C%20as%20many%20public%20officials%20continue%20to%20fleece%20the%20State%20of%20billions%20of%20dollars%20worth%20of%20resources%20through%20corruption%20with%20no%20action%20taken%20against%20them%20due%20to%20the%20perverse%20culture%20of%20impunity%20in%20the%20ruling%20Zanu%20PF.%20It%20is%2C%20therefore%2C%20quite%20a%20surprise%20that%20Mugabe%20appears%20to%20have%20seen%20sense%20in%20officials%20disclosing%20their%20assets%20upon%20assumption%20of%20public%20office.%20We%2C%20therefore%2C%20fully%20support%20Madzimure%E2%80%99s%20call%20on%20Mugabe%20to%20lead%20by%20example%20and%20declare%20his%20own%20assets%2C%20which%20have%20been%20the%20subject%20of%20speculation%2C%20with%20media%20reports%20claiming%20he%20had%20become%20one%20of%20Africa%E2%80%99s%20richest%20presidents%20and%20billionaires.%20Declaration%20of%20assets%20is%20the%20norm%20in%20most%20progressive%20societies.%20There%20is%20nothing%20Western%20about%20it%2C%20as%20some%20in%20Zanu%20PF%20might%20try%20to%20argue.%20So%20it%20was%20not%20surprising%20when%20new%20Nigerian%20leader%20Muhammadu%20Buhari%20and%20his%20deputy%20recently%20declared%20their%20assets.%20And%20so%20did%20new%20Namibian%20President%20Hage%20Geingob%20and%20First%20Lady%20Monica.%20We%20believe%20the%20Zanu%20PF%20government%20must%20walk%20the%20talk%20and%20ensure%20that%20corruption%20is%20dealt%20with%20otherwise%20efforts%20to%20revive%20the%20comatose%20economy%20will%20remain%20a%20pipe%20dream.%20Zimbabweans%20will%2C%20therefore%2C%20anxiously%20wait%20for%20Mugabe%20and%20his%20Cabinet%20to%20take%20the%20first%20steps%20in%20declaring%20their%20assets.%20We%20also%20hope%20that%20the%20second%20step%20would%20be%20for%20Mugabe%20again%20to%20launch%20investigations%20into%20the%20lifestyles%20of%20public%20officials.%20All%20Cabinet%20ministers%20and%20officials%20who%20are%20suspected%20to%20have%20corruptly%20amassed%20wealth%20must%20be%20reconnoitered%20and%20brought%20to%20book%20otherwise%20Mugabe%E2%80%99s%20calls%20will%20be%20nothing%20but%20rhetoric.%20The%20ball%20is%2C%20therefore%2C%20in%20Mugabe%E2%80%99s%20court.%20He%20must%20force%20his%20ministers%20to%20declare%20their%20assets%20and%20arrest%20all%20those%20found%20to%20be%20corrupt%20otherwise%20talk%20about%20ending%20the%20vice%20will%20remain%20nothing%20but%20hot%20air.%0A
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