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Timeline of the Bougainville civil war, peace process, and moratorium, 1988-2015
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*   According to a staff member of the implementing organization, a Social Impact Assessment was conducted after the 
project began, but it was never disclosed to the public. The organization had to provide a report to the government 
and claimed that they therefore self-censored the questionnaires and final assessment. 
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Everyone needs a say in how 
resources are to be used 
Photo AOW
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Workshop on natural resource 
management in Arakan State
Photo AOW
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Share of the central government budget transferred to state and regional budgets, FY 2013-2014

Source: Union Budget Law, FY 2013-14
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Country or 
Region

Percentage of natural resource revenues entering 
national or subnational budget 

Alaska, US 50-75% of revenues minus taxes on income and 
property

Ghana Maximum 70% of 7 year-average of revenues
Timor-Leste Maximum 3% of petroleum wealth (Estimated 

Sustainable Income or ESI)
Petroleum wealth is the total balance in the 
Petroleum Fund plus the estimated value of future 
oil and gas reserves, which is updated annually

Trinidad and 
Tobago

Maximum 40% of excess oil and gas revenues 
above estimated revenues

Botswana 0% (mineral revenues may only be used for public 
investment or entered into savings fund)

Minimizing the share of revenues from non-renewable resources 
in the national budget24
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Holisitic Natural Resource Management
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A tar sands mine in Alberta, 
Canada. Oil Change International
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Alberta Province British Columbia 
Province

Importance 
of oil and gas

Taxes and revenues 
on oil and gas 
extraction account 
for approximately 24 
percent of GDP.

Taxes and revenues 
mainly from natural 
gas production 
account for nearly 5 
percent of GDP.56

Provincial 
government 
role

The provinces legislate and manage all oil and 
natural gas extraction on provincial lands, 
including allocation, utilization, and sale, as well 
as oversight of the industry.57

Provincial governments do not operate their 
own oil and gas corporations. They instead 
sell licenses to private corporations and then 
collect various taxes and revenues from those 
corporations. Revenues and taxes go directly to 
provincial ministries of finance.

Institution 
that 
manages 
extractive 
industries

The Alberta Energy 
Regulator is privatized 
and operates at an 
arm’s length from 
the government. 
Senior management 
primarily has industry 
backgrounds. Fully 
funded by levies on 
extractive licenses.

The Oil and Gas 
Commission is a 
province-owned 
enterprise within 
the structure of the 
government.

Management 
style

Obliged by law to send 
any bid for review to 
an inter-departmental 
board.
Predatory management 
of natural resources, 
especially the “Oil 
Sands Project,” has had 
devastating impacts on 
affected communities 
and the environment.58

Fast processing of 
license applications for 
extracting companies 
(seven weeks from 
application to license).59

Poor land use planning 
for the province; lack of 
transparency and public 
participation.60

Stakeholder 
workshops and 
consultations high on 
the agenda.
Maintains 
strong oversight 
from provincial 
government.61

Responsible for 
assessments and 
consultations within 
the institution but 
partners with related 
ministries, such 
as the Ministry of 
Environment, in 
accordance with 
legislation. 
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Provinces that extract oil and gas 
in Argentina. http://www.geocurrents.
info/economic-geography/argentinas-
striking-northsouth-economic-divide

The Shwe Gas rig off the Arakan coast Photo from Business Korea
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Petroleum Fund savings balance

Annual revenues saved and contributed to the national budget
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Venezuela finances 1992-2012

Norway finances 1992-2012

Fluctuation of global price of 
Brent crude oil/barrel
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Revenues collected by the Alaska state government from the sixteen oil and gas companies 
operating in the state in fiscal year 2013
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Comparison of Alaska State revenues 1978-201173
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Project timeline for a typical 
oil and gas project80
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Equalization payments by province in dollars per capita, 2007-0883
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Members of Arakan Natural Resources and Environmental Network demonstrate 
to stop extraction of Arakan’s natural resources at Sittwe Beach Photo AOW



gas deposits make it one of Myanmar’s richest states, yet social and 
economic indicators consistently rank it among the poorest. Why? 
Ownership and control of resources by the central government and 
foreign investors has created resource curse in Arakan and the country 
as a whole. Drawing on Arakan Oil Watch’s decade-long work with 

from resource-rich countries around the world, this report proposes six 
critical components to lift the curse and move forward toward a more 
stable society and prosperous economy.


