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The cooperative associations of 
the former 70th and 16th Divisions 
celebrated the 25th year final 
offensive for the total liberation 
of the country in the presence of 
President Isaias Afwerki.

The program of the event 
included putting wreath at the 
Martyrs’ Cemetery in Dekemhare, 
inauguration statue in memory of 
the martyrs, tour to the trenches 
and reciting memories as well as 
pictorial exhibition and cultural 
shows.

Secretary of the PFDJ, Mr. Alamin 
Mohammed Seid, the Minister of 
Energy and Mines, Gen. Sebhat 
Efrem, the Chief of Staff of the 
EDF, Gen. Phliops Woldeyohannes, 
and the Commander of the Central 
Command, Maj. Gen. Haile Samuel 
and the Governor of the Southern 
Region, Mr. Efrem Gebrekrstos 

The 22nd anniversary of the 
Rwanda genocide that took place in 
1994, that took more than 800,000 
lives was observed in Asmara. The 
event was organized by the office 
of the UN in Eritrea.

The event was attended by senior 
government and PFDJ officials, 
Ambassadors, diplomats as well as 
representatives of the international 
organizations.

The Chinese Sichuan Road 
and Bridge Mining Investment 
has bought the 60% share of the 
Sunrige Gold Mining Company in 
Asmara.

The Agreement was signed 
by Mr. Hagos Gebrehiwet, the 

Eritrea signed the Paris 
Agreement on the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 
on 22 April at the United Nations 
Headquarters in New York.

Eritrea’s Permanent 
Representative at the United 
Nations, Ambassador Girma 
Asmerom signed the agreement 
on behalf of Eritrea representing 
President Isaias Afwerki.

Efforts exerted in the Central Region towards improving women’s role in society 
through making advances in education and health have borne fruitful outcome, 
NUEW Chairwomen of the region Ms. Alem Belay disclosed.

Giving emphasis to the inspiring role women played in pre and post independent 
Eritrea, which has greatly amplified their status among the society at large, Ms. 
Alem said that over 11 million Nakfa investment has been made since liberation to 
equip women with various vocational skills in addition to the extension of micro-
credit loans to over 5,000 members engaged in various businesses, rearing livestock 
and construction activities.

She also indicated the positive outcome recorded by women in national 
developmental programs in general and soil and water conservation, enhanced life- 
skills and illiteracy eradication programs in particular.

In the commemoration of World 
Malaria Day held in Himbrti, 
Central Region, on 25 April 2016, 
it was disclosed that malaria cases 
in the Central Region have been 
reduced by 95%.

According to Mr. Meles 
Ghebreyesus, head of Malaria 
Control at the Health Ministry’s 
branch in the central region, the Commemorative event of the final offensive

respectively laid wreaths at the 
Martyrs’ Cemetery. Veteran fighter, 
Mr. Romodan Mohamed Nur 
inaugurated the statue.  

Different liberation fighters who 

took part at the final offensive gave 
briefings about the event that took 
place 25 years ago to the thousands 
of the Dekemhare residents 
and students who attended the 
ceremony. 

The participants observed the 
occasion with candle vigil. The 
Rwanda cycling national team 
which was here to participate 
at the Tour Eritrea 2016 also 
gave briefings on their first-hand 
experiences of the genocide.

The Rwanda genocide took part 
in 1994 and within 100 days more 
than 800,000 people lost their 
lives.

rwanda genoCide observed

siChuan Company bought mining share
Chairman of the Eritrean National 
Mining Corporation (ENAMCO), 
Mr. Michael Hopley, the Director 
of Sunrige Gold, and Mr. Yang 
Chuan, the Vice General Manager 
of the Sichuan Road and Bridge 
Mining Investment on the 26th of 
April at the Asmara Palace Hotel.

The Minister of Energy and 
Mining, Gen. Sebhat Efrem, the 
Manager of the Eritrean National 
Mining Corporation, Mr. Berhane 
Habtemariam as well as the 
Chinese Ambassador to Eritrea 
Mr. Qiu Xuejun, were present at 
the signing ceremony.   

Central region: malaria Cases drop by 95% 
prevalence of malaria was highly 
seen in 1989 particularly in the 
eastern escarpment and in some 
areas of Gala-Nefhi, Berik, and 
Seregeka. Such scenarios have been 
controlled thanks to the mitigation 
measures taken in due time, Mr. 
Meles added.

Pointing out that Eritrea is among 
the countries that have made 

remarkable progress in malaria 
control, Mr. Habte Gebremeskel, 
Head of Education and Agitation 
office at the Ministry, expressed 
that commendable achievement has 
been registered with the introduction 
of necessary medicines and medical 
facilities. 

eritrea signs the paris agreement on Climate Change
The signing ceremony comes on 

the heels of a successful adoption of 
Paris climate deal by 195 countries 
in Paris on December 12, 2015.

At least 55 countries that account 
for an estimated 55 percent of 
the total global greenhouse gas 
emissions will have to ratify the 
agreement before it enters into 
force.

efforts to improve women’ status
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Billion Temesghen

Massawa is in its hot and sunny 
season this time of the year; it will 
stay hot, even hotter sometimes until 
late August. Accordingly, in the Tour 
of Eritrea’s fourth stage, ‘Medefera 
–Massawa’ route, the heat of the 
Massawa plains appeared to tire many 
riders. When we reached our hotel, 
‘Dahlak Hotel’, after the awarding 
ceremony, partakers jam-packed the 
hotel’s swimming pool: kicking the 
heat off with a fresh swim!!!

Eritrea Profile has been reporting 
on the Tour of Eritrea in its previous 
two editions, here follows the third 
and final part. Our report will cover 
the final fourth and fifth stage of 
the tour followed by the ‘Asmara 
Circuit’.

The tour progressed on its fourth 
stage. The Mendefera – Massawa 
route covered 172 km, and only 40 
riders took part in the race: sadly 
number 15 of Team Salina, Yonatan 
Hailu is no longer qualified to 
participate. 

On Friday April 22, 08: 10: 00 
local time, the tour’s fourth stage, the 
race commenced in the start line in 
Mendefera. As the race started once 
again similar to the previous days of 
the tour; riders kept a stable speed 
traveling in one big group. However, 
as the category three of Menguda 
climb approached, riders started 
ascending at haste, with Kibrom 
Mahari (Tsinaat) and Hanibal Tesfay 
(Salina) making the cut.

Subsequent to the mountain sprint, 
Kibrom Mahari (Tsinaat), Hanibal 
Tesfay (Salina), alongside Million 
Amanuel attacked leaving the big 
trail at a time gap of 20 seconds but 
were shortly joined by the rest of the 

A Glimpse: “Tour of Resilience for Development” 
group. The trail got clustered and 
riders started swift-speeding at more 
than 50 km per hour. 

Even at such speed, a leading 
trail was formed again by: Million 
Amanuel (Eritrea), Mehari Tesfatsion 
(Eritrea), Elyas Afewerki (Eritrea), 
Hanibal Tefay (Salina) and Kibrom 
Mahari (Tsinaat). Once again, they 
were soon joined by more Eritrean 
riders of the Eritrean National Team, 
Salina, Tsinaat and Bike Aid.

With 54 km covered while 118 
km more remaining, there was 
Intermediate Sprint of Asmara in the 
‘Blocco Godaif area’. Fast moving 
riders extended, headed for the sprint 
with Tesfay Mehretab of Salina 
attaining five points, followed by 
Meron Amanuel of Bike Aid, Aron 
Debretsion and Million Amaunuel of 
the Eritrean National Team. 

In Asmara, cyclists were met by 
countless avid Asmarino fans spread 
out in sidewalks of Godaif all the way 
to the suburbs of the city towards 
the highway to Massawa. The sport 
is indeed a treasure of Asmarinos; 
an unavoidable event in Sunday 
schedules!              

Riders dashed through the streets 
of Asmara towards the margins of the 
city directed to the road of Massawa. 
The downhill incline of the route 
Asmara –Massawa starts more or 
less around the ‘Bet Gerghish’ area; 
it was overpowering swiftness from 
then on words. As the roller-coaster 
of the Asmara –Massawa route kept 
on, riders started falling apart: a clash 
of immediate and leisureliest. 

The leading group was still intact, 
composed by Eritrean Riders, up 
until when Eugenio Bani (Amore 
Vita) joined the leading trail at 
around Dongolo area. In Gahtelay 
the leading trail traveled together at a 
time difference of 00: 02: 00 minutes 
ahead of the, somewhat, small 
peloton and the tailing groups.

The last intermediate sprint of the 
day was at Mai Atal 142 km away 
from the start. Meron Teshome (Bike 
Aid) in first place was trailed by 
Mehari Tesfatsion (Eritrea), Aklilu 
Gebrehiwot (Tsinaat) and Hanibal 
Tesfay (Salina) in fourth place with 
1 point.

The nature of the race maintained 
its format until the finishing line 
in Massawa, with more speed of 
the front runners and more riders 
falling apart as soon as the heat of the 
Massawa plains appeared coupled 
with distance of the race.

04: 05: 08 of pedalling got Elyas 
Afewerki (Eritrea) in first place, 02 

seconds later Meron Amanuel (Bike 
Aid) arrived second and in third 
Meron Abraham (Salina) 05 seconds 
behind.

The top ten riders who reached the 
finishing line were all Eritrean riders 
with only one non- Eritrean rider in 
seventh place: Eugenio Bani (Amore 
Vita). Eugenio got the blue jersey for 
the second time in Massawa for best 
foreign rider, the yellow jersey went 
to Merhawi Goitom (Tsinaat) for the 
second day as well as the white for 
best U23; Green went for Meron 
Amanuel (Bike Aid) for attaining 
most points while the polka dot 
reached the hands of best climber of 
the day Hanibal Tesfay (Salina).

Saturday’s final stage of the Tour 
of Eritrea 2016 was the Massawa 
–Asmara race of 133 km; starting 
from Massawa, going past Dogali, 
Gahtelay, Embatkala and Nefasit to 
Asmara. 

It presented one intermediate sprint 
followed by four climbs. Since the 
fifth stage was mostly mountainous 
and racers awaited climbing tough 
gradients, people expected to see 
breakaways, attacks and counter-
attacks at least starting from the 
Dongolo area. However, riders 
traveled almost together through 
most part of the race.Given the hot 
weather, the race started half an hour 
before scheduled time at 7:30 and 
for nearly 24 km the riders were still 
traveling in one group at a relatively 
slow speed, without any attempts 
of breaking the main field. Nothing 
new, we were used to see riders travel 
together.

The intermediate sprint was at 
Mai Atal, 29 km away from the 
starting point:  Zemenfes Selomon 
(Tsinaat), Meron Teshome (Bike 
Aid), Amanuel Menghis (Bike Aid) 
and Aron Debretsion (Eritrea) made 
the cut. Around Dongolo area, a rider 
from Rwanda National Team tried 
to breakaway but captain of Team 
Salina, Dawit Haile stopped him, he 
was biking in the front stopping any 
attempts threatening his team mates. 
The big group was formed once 
again. 

The Dongolo climb of category 2 
approached after 55 km,  which ended 
up with Dawit Haile, captain of Team 
Salina, gaining five points, followed 
by Kibrom Mahari (Tsiinat), Hanibal 
Tesfay (Salina) and Amanuel Million 
(Eritrea). 

For the Nefasit climb of category 
4, Mahari Kibrom (Eritrea), got the 
points for it. With only around 23 km 
left to the finish line in Asmara, Joseph 
Areruya (Ruwanda) interrupted the 

outline of the race by attempting a 
successful breakaway, which got him 
in the lead of the race. Finally, some 
attacks started in the main field, with 
a distance difference of 70 meters. He 
was climbing the mountains fiercely, 
which provoked the peloton maintain 
an unwavering chase. To Areruya’s 
outburst, Million Amanuel’s (Eritrea) 
sudden exceeding attack got him to 
reach Areruya. They both pedalled 
not to let go of one another. Points 
for the Seindici and Beit Gerghish 
mountain sprints were one after the 
other collected by both of them.

Meanwhile with a time gap of 
00: 01: 25 the peloton started to 
stretch. Million Amanuel (Eritrea) 
overlapped joseph Areruya arriving 
first in 03: 58: 54. / 00: 00: 39 seconds 
later Joseph Areruya completed the 
mountainous route of the fifth and 
final stage of Tour of Eritrea 2016 in 
second place.

Asmara is best known for hosting 
‘Sunday Morning Cycling Races’ , big 
or small, cycling is a ‘no-reschedule’ 
Sunday morning event for countless 
fervent and devoted fans lining on 
the sidewalks of the city. Only that 
Sunday 24 was a notch more special 
for the usual tradition; more non 
Eritrean teams to route for!!!    

Following the last stage of the 
Tour of Eritrea 2016, on Sunday 24th 
Asmara, the circuit of Asmara was 
executed in honor of the Eritrean 
Silver Jubilee.  The Asmara, a 1.2 
category by UCI standards, the 
circuit was composed of 12 laps, 10.8 
km each.

Champions of Sunday’s Asmara 
Circuit were Yonas Fissahaye at first 
place followed by Aklilu Gebrihiwet 
in second place, both of Team Tsiinat, 
and third place secured by Dawit 
Haile of Salina.

The race started at 8:30 am, in route 
that extends from Bahti Meskerem 
Square, to Halibet, Post Office area, 
Forto, Tsetserat Martyrs Cemetery, 
Digsa Street, to Sema’etat Avenue, 
Harenet Avenue and Bahti Meskerem 

Square again as the finish line.In the 
first laps, teams showed an overall 
collective speed of more than 45 km 
per hour. In the fourth lap, Yonas 
Fissahaye (Tsiinat) cut the trail and 
escaped at a time gap of 20 seconds.

The rest of the peloton started 
stretching on attempts to minimize 
the gap between the leading riders. 
As such, at around the 6th lap, a 
consequent trail was formed by nine 
Eritrean riders mostly of team Salina 
and Tsiinat, Meron Teshome (Bike 
Aid) at the front and Paolo Lunardon 
(Amore Vita).

In the eighth lap, the riders were 
divided in three groups. The first 
was composed of Yonas Fissahaye 
and Aklilu Gebrihiwet from Tsinaat. 
The second trail was composed 
of:     Amanuel Tsegai (Eritrea), 
Dawit Haile (Salina), Hanibal Tesfay 
(Salina), Paulo Leonardon (Amore 
Vita), Million Amanuel (Eritrea), 
Camera Hakuzimana (Rwanda) and 
Eugenio Bani (Amore Vita).  The 
third group was the peloton composed 
of the remaining riders.

Towards the end of the game, 
Meron Teshome remained behind 
after technical problems having a 
hard time to catch up with the second 
trail, while the others sprinted counter 
attacking the Amore Vita and Bike 
Aid riders. Finally, the top six places 
were sealed by Eritrean riders, with 
Paolo Lunardon (Amore Vita) in 7th.        

In the evening hours of the same 
day, the Administration of the Central 
Region hosted a dinner reception for 
all partakers of the tour. Ambassador 
Zemede Tekle in his speech expressed 
gratitude for every effort exerted in 
the implementation and completing a 
successful tour.    

Yum dinner, beautiful dancing and 
music. That brought every single one 
together! That is how our cycling 
adventure finished in the evening on 
Sunday. I hope we will have more 
sports event bringing many people 
from inside the country and abroad 
all together.     
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The spirit of Eritreans 
continues to amaze a number 
of foreigners who sojourned to 

Pharmacovigilance (PV) Course: A Sojourn 
which Prompts a Second Visit

dr Raja

Mr. Bruce Hugman

Mr. Michael deats

Prof Eugene 

Witnessing asmara’s art deco

On the visit to Massawa

Kesete Ghebrehiwet

the country in a work visit or 
for recreation. Various experts 
in different disciplines have 
shared experiences with Eritrean 
counter parts. Medical experts 
from around the world are among 
those who have made frequent 
visits to the country. The recent 
East African Advanced course 
on Parmacovigilance (PV) 
was attended by a number of 
experts representing almost each 
continent. 

What participants of the 
advanced course or other visiting 
tourists really found so impressive 
about Eritrea is the commitment 
and hospitality of its people. 
Processional eagerness and 
diligence to make a difference 
in every sector intensifies their 
amazement and prompts them 
to maintain attachment with the 
country. 

Railway enthusiasts visited 
the country to document the 

engineering wonders of a century 
old steam locomotive, while 
medical experts continue to make 
visits for ‘know-how’ purpose. 
All visitors have learned a great 
deal about the steady progress 
that made in all sectors. Besides 
the PV training course, the 
participants had the opportunity 
to tour the capital city Asmara 
and the port city of Massawa. 

After his return from Asmara, 

Bruce Hugman, from the 
Uppsala Monitoring Center, 
Global Communications Team, 
commented about his stay in 
Eritrea on the occasion of the 
PV course held in Asmara 
Palace from 10-17 April 2016 
as follows:“I have been to many, 
many courses and meeting over 
the years, but few have been as 
dynamic, well organized and 
enjoyable as this recent event in 
Asmara. While being intensely 
focused on professional matters 
you also managed to achieve 
a level of informality and 
sociability that was remarkable 
and your generous hospitality 
was amazing. In many countries 
the presence of just one minister 

would have paralyzed the whole 
affair for hours, but with Madam 
Amina (and Dr. Josephine) we 
were able to relax and enjoy 
their company, intelligence and 
good humor, and get on with our 
work.

The administration of the 
course was remarkable, before 
and during the event; under great 
pressure, everyone performed 
well and kept their smiles! There 
seemed to be no problem that 
you weren’t willing to tackle 
and to solve. Much was going 
on behind the scenes and we 
can only imagine the challenges 
being dealt with.”

There were a number of events 
Bruce Hugman cherishes in his 
mind. He shares his impression 
about the media coverage to the 
course, his visit to Massawa and 
his overall stay in the country. 
Let’s see what he treasures in his 
mind in his own words:

“Your documentation of the 
course in pictures and video was 
more ambitious than I have ever 
seen and I sincerely hope you 
can exploit these resources in the 
future for the benefit of many more 
people. The TV and newsprint 
coverage was extraordinary-
probably more column inches 
and air time for PV than in the 
rest of the world in the last year! 
Incredibly impressive and a fine 

example for others.

Social events, transport, site-
seeing all first class. The trip to 
Massawa was a dream and in a 
class of its own.”

Mr. Bruce Hugman finally said: 
“Thank you all for everything 
you did to make the visit so 

positive and memorable.  I 
am immensely grateful for the 
invitation to attend and hope, 
one day, to be able to return to a 
country with such lovable people, 
such a stirring history and such 
professional ambition.”

Michael Deats, from the 
Medical Safety, Surveillance 
and Monitoring systems on 
SSFFC Medical Products of the 
WHO, who presented a paper 
on monitoring of substandard 
and falsified medical products 
during the PV course, expresses 
his impression about the course 
and his visit to the county 
saying: “I thoroughly enjoyed 
my visit to Eritrea and thankful 
for the hospitality.” Apart for 
his appreciation to the overall 
efforts, Mr. Deats expressed his 
willingness to maintain contact 

with the Eritrean PV center. 

What Dr. Raja Benkirane, 
Specialist in Toxicology and 
Pharmacology, said is a common 
impression shared by all experts 
who attended and presented 

various papers related to 
surveillance of the side effects 
of medicines. His comments 
reflects a mix of traditional and 
professional assets of the country 
which he cherishes even after he 
left Eritrea. “I was very happy to 
attend the course thank you for 
your hospitality, Eritreans are 
very sympathetic, and I like your 
dance.” Dr. Raja said. 

The versatile experts in 
different medical professions 
were highly overwhelmed by the 
open discussion and unreserved 
sharing of experiences. Eugene 
Van Puijenbroek, Clinical 
Pharmacologist, Professor 
of PV as well as Head of the 
Science and Research Dept. 
of the Netherlands PV Center, 
said: “I enjoyed being part of the 
course and was impressed by the 

efforts being made in making a 
pharmacovigilance a success in 
Eritrea.”

The way different courses or 
meetings were hosted in Eritrea 
is highly appreciated by various 
visitors.  As other events hosted 
in Eritrea, the recent East 
African course on PV is indeed 
a success.

 Mr. Jayesh Manharlal Pandit 
puts his remarks about the 
importance of the course saying: 
“Congratulations for holding 
such as successful PV Training 
course and thank you for being 
such wonderful hosts. I am 
very happy to learn of the great 
progress made to establish an 
effective Pharmacovigilance 
system in Eritrea”.
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Natnael Yebio W.

A seed falls on the ground. What 
kind of seed is it? We don’t know. 
We will find out later on when it 
grows into a tree. The rain comes. 
The sun shines. A month has passed 
and still we don’t know from the 
little sapling we have at hand what 
plant it is. But it smells like orange. 
It is orange. Now we know that 
whenever we plant the seed of that 
tree, we will have an orange tree. We 
failed to guess at first, but the answer 
was always written in the seed itself, 
in a language that only the universe 
understands.

When the seed fell on the ground, 
it got into contact with chaos. It 
had to fight entropy (Disorder) and 
organize its energy and information 
to start to grow into a new plant, with 
stem, branches and leaves. Finally, it 
grew flowers which in turn changed 
into fruits. That is the end of the 
cycle.

A seed, when fully grows into 
a tree, that’s its destiny. There are 
various forces that try to keep the 
seed in the ground to rot and die. 
But it fights its way upward and as 
it grows branches and leaves, the 
wind tries to break its stem and the 
storm tries to tear it apart. Molds and 
various types of insects destroy its 
branches and leaves. The sun strikes 
mercilessly sapling its last drops of 
juice. Despite all these, it continues 
to grow and produces what had been 
decreed by nature for it to produce.

The plant fights off any thing that 
attacks its organic unity. Were it not 
for this inherent trend for unity, it 
would disintegrate and fall to pieces. 
On the other hand, everything that 
came to disturb the plant did in a 
sense come to strengthen its organic 
unity. In brief, whatever happened 
to the plant was there to maintain its 
unity and purpose.

The world is like a seed planted in 
the matrix of the universe. It fought 
against chaos and started to develop. 
That’s negative entropy. It produced 
oceans, mountains, seas, plants, 
animals and lastly a fruit; a human 
being.

There is a difference however 
between a fruit of a plant and a 
human being. The latter thinks. And 
as a result cycle becomes a spiral, 
going upward, towards infinity. 
Wherever there is intelligence, 
there is organization. What sort of 

Desiderata: World Unity!
organization? An organization that is 
characterized by infinite connections 
and growth. On top of the collective 
intelligence which helps humankind 
to organize and progress, there is 
also collective instinct which may 
be called historical forces.

There are many factors that shape 
the historical forces. Historians write 
history and try to explain cause and 
effect, but they don’t know why 

things go that way instead of this 
way or why a leader has decided 
to do this or that. If one were to ask 
Napoleon why he invaded Russia 
or why he was doing what he did, 
he would simply say that it was 
way beyond his power. Although he 
had a plan of his own that followed 
using his intellect and experience, 
there was a major historical plan 
that he was unconsciously following 
in spite of himself. Can we call it a 
historical force?

Some might say that by studying 
the signs and trends of the times, by 
delving into the past and analyzing 
the present, it would be simple to 
predict the actions and decisions of 
nations and their leaders. But why 
in the first place do we have certain 
signs and trends? What could be for 
example, the reason why Columbus 

set sail to the New World a few 
months after the fall of Granada and 
the demise of the Moors in Spain? 
It could have been that Sultan of the 
Moors sent Columbus on a similar 
mission and we would have a 
different world order at present.

My answer to why this one 
happened and not that one is: the 
historical forces that work towards 
organic unity and growth optimized 

and took the right decision. 
Historical forces have their own 
way of choosing the simplest way 
to organic unity. Who would have 
thought that the few people from 
England who arrived in the New 
World in the 16th century because 
they yearned for religious freedom 
could generate thoughts and 
values that transformed people and 
brought forth the mightiest nation in 
history?

One can give all sorts of learned 
explanations. However, there are 
forces that transcend human designs. 
Historical forces have brought us 
through various social organizations 
by providing wars when necessary. 
From cavemen with only loose 
family bonds, to clans, tribes, city-
states, nation states and super states. 
Whether we like it or not, whether 

we are conscious of it or not, we are 
heading towards world unity, it is a 
must.

Some people are not at ease 
with world unity. They have their 
picture of an Orewellian world 
ruled by tyrant, a latter-day Pharaoh 
or an eschatological fear that the 
Devil might come to establish his 
kingdom on Earth? That is a matter 
of personal belief. In fact, that is a 

Judea-Christian belief.

Besides, one can fight evil more 
efficiently through a united force. 
In a film I watched a few years 
back, The Russians and Americans 
during the cold war agreed 
to join forces to blow out an 
incoming asteroid from space 
using nuclear warheads. That’s 
uniting to fight evil. 

If the world had listened to 
such superstitious doomsayers 
in the past, humankind would 
have remained inside his caves 
worshipping his shadows. Early 
man was loath to put aside his 
tribal god for a national god. 
He feared growth, for growth 
entails pain.

With a bit of sacrifice and 

tolerance, not only will there 
be world unity, but one day, 
we, earthlings, will colonize 
other planets and move toward 
planetary unity. Well, there will 
still be preoccupied earthlings 
among us who will keep on 
groaning and moaning saying 
this is truly outrageous! How 
dare you hand us over to a 
galactic Dracula?

The tree of Humanity will 
grow with its roots firmly, 
established in mother earth. Its 
branches will be the planets and 
its leaves the galaxies. And its 
flowers will embody the super 
intelligence that only the human 
mind can attain in the future.

Was the transformation in 
the past from tribal to national 
organizations also the work of 
the devil? Was leaving the cave 
where there was no security 
and moving towards tribal 
organization where there was 
relatively more safety and more 
opportunity to develop, also the 
work of the Evil One?

If there is anything evil in 
the kind of union, it is that 
sometimes there is a tendency 
for hegemony: the imposition of 
one culture, one world outlook 
into the masses. America with 
its globalization policy seems 
to be heading towards that 
opportunity. If that is the case, 
it will fail as have failed many 
who thought of imposing their 
will on others.

Eritrea is an example of an 
ideal unity: unity in diversity. 
There is cultural and linguistic 
diversity in our country. Do 
you think it is easy to teach all 
the nine ethnic groups in their 
respective mother tongues? 
Where else in the world do they 
do such a thing?

Indeed, it is very expensive 
and saps our national resources. 
But we are doing it because that 
is the proper way to effect unity 
and harmony. And a quarter 
of a century into Eritrea’s 
independence, its harmony 
couldn’t be stronger, perhaps 
that could be an example for 
those who desire to achieve 
world unity one day.     



Sophia Tesfamariam

Obstructionist states paralyze 
the UN and prevent it from 
carrying out its mandate. When the 
obstructionist state is a member of 
the UN Security Council, it leads 
to further frustration by member 
states and undermine the efficacy 
and legitimacy of the Security 
Council. Notwithstanding the 
fact that the mainstream media 
have ignored the latest un-
diplomatic and egregious action 
by the United States, Innercity 
Press, now fast becoming the 
only credible source at the UN, 
reported the following on 19 
April 2016:

“…While the Security 
Council discussed Somalia on 
Tuesday, behind the scene the 
next president of the Council 
for May, Egypt, has proposed 
a Council trip to Somalia, 
Egypt, and at least initially 
Eritrea, Inner City Press is 
exclusively told…But the US 
is balking at the inclusion 
of Eritrea and it may be 
dropped… The proposed trip 
would have included Eritrea 
not only because it is on the 
Council’s sanctions list, even 
amid admissions of no proof of 
support to Al Shabab, but also 
because of Yemen and regional 
peace and security. But the 
US, the sources tell Inner City 
Press, does not want a Council 
trip to include Eritrea…”

This is not the first time that 
the US has used its power at the 
United Nations to undermine the 
rights of the Eritrean people. It is 
also not the first time that the US 
is attempting to muzzle Eritrea’s 
voice and prevent the Council 
from making informed decisions 
on issues relating to Eritrea, 
Ethiopia and the Horn region. 
US’ actions are a clear a violation 
of Articles 24, 31 and 32 of the 
UN Charter.

Article 24 says:

“…In discharging these 
duties the Security Council 
shall act in accordance with the 
Purposes and Principles of the 
United Nations. The specific 
powers granted to the Security 
Council for the discharge of 
these duties are laid down in 
Chapters VI, VII, VIII, and 

XII…”

The UN Security Council 
was created after the most 
destructive war in history to 
help the world respond to global 
security threats, but today, 
the US prevents the Council 
from fulfilling its “primary 
responsibility for maintaining 
international peace and 
security”, by using its influence 
to undermine international law 
and advance political agendas 
that compromise the Council’s 
international obligations and 
trust. 

The silence of the rest of the 
Security Council members as the 
US continues to obstruct their 
work does not bode well for the 
credibility and integrity of the 
UN system…

Article 31 of the UN Charter 
states the following:

“…Any Member of the United 
Nations which is not a member 
of the Security Council may 
participate, without vote, in 
the discussion of any question 
brought before the Security 
Council whenever the latter 
considers that the interests 
of that Member are specially 
affected…”

In addition, Article 32 says:

“…Any Member of the 
United Nations which is not 
a member of the Security 
Council or any state which is 
not a Member of the United 
Nations, if it is a party to a 
dispute under consideration by 
the Security Council, shall be 
invited to participate, without 
vote, in the discussion relating 
to the dispute. The Security 
Council shall lay down such 
conditions as it deems just for 
the participation of a state 
which is not a Member of the 
United Nations…”

. . .  On 3 December 2011, H.E. 
Osman Saleh, Eritrea’s Foreign 
Minister wrote a letter to the UN 
Security Council in which he 
said:

“…I am writing to bring 
to your attention and the 
attention of all members of 
the Security Council Eritrea’s 

strong objection to the attempt 
to deny it by subterfuge its 
reasonable and legitimate 
right to address the Council 
in order to present pertinent 
facts…For the past five weeks, 
the United States doggedly 
obstructed Eritrea’s request 
... from having any influence 
on the Council’s deliberations. 
Having undertaken a campaign 
of pressure and disinformation 
throughout that time, it sought 
first to impose a precipitate 
vote on the Security Council 
and when that failed, it resorted 
to the not-so-subtle tactic 
of making the intervention 
logistically impossible and 
rendering it a mere formality 
and utterly meaningless…This 
action by the United States has 
made a mockery of the United 
Nations Security Council…”

H.E. Vitaly Churkin, Russia’s 
Ambassador to the UN had his 
doubts about the said “evidence” 
manufactured in Ethiopia and 
presented as fact by the SEMG. 
In rejecting the findings of the 
2011 SEMG report, Churkin said 
that the Council wasn’t given 
“probative information…” on the 
SEMG 2011 report. But Susan 
Rice had a different opinion. On 
5 December 2010, when Inner 
City Press asked Rice about the 
lack of independently verifiable 
evidence in the SEMG’s report, 
she unashamedly and arrogantly 
stated the following:

“…The Ethiopian 
Government enabled every 
embassy in Addis Ababa that 
wished to come and view the 
evidence themselves. Some took 
the opportunity to do so; others 
didn’t. I don’t understand the 
basis for Russia’s claim that 
the evidence was not available 
or not compelling. From the 
United States’ point of view, 
we have every confidence in the 
veracity of that evidence…”

Another resolution (2023) was 
adopted against Eritrea based 
on “evidence” provided to the 
Somalia Eritrea Monitoring 
Group (SEMG) by Ethiopia…so 
much for justice!

The Security Council is made 
up of five permanent members, 
or the P5—China, France, 

Russia, the United Kingdom, and 
the United States—as well as ten 
non-permanent members. Nine 
votes cast in favor of a resolution 
are required for a resolution to 
pass (including the concurring 
votes of the P5 in substantive 
matters), and each of the P5 has 
the power to veto a resolution 
(Article 27 of the U.N. Charter). 
States have repeatedly called 
for reform of the Council as the 
veto gives undue deference to the 
political interests of the P5. 

US obstructionist role on 
issues relating to Eritrea and 
Ethiopia is a clear example…but 
is not new…it has prevailed for 
decades. The US has shirked its 
responsibilities as a permanent 
member of the Security Council 
and prevented the Council from 
taking punitive actions against 
the belligerent minority regime in 
Ethiopia, which continues its 14-
year long occupation of sovereign 
Eritrean territories. Not only 
is the US a member of the UN 
Security Council, it is also one 
of the guarantors and witnesses 
to the Algiers Agreements signed 
by Eritrea and Ethiopia, bringing 
an end to the bloody 1998-2000 
“border” conflict.

The SEMG has stated in three 
successive reports that it has found 
no evidence to link Eritrea with 
Al Shabbab, yet the 6 year long 
sanctions have not been lifted. 
Whether the Security Council 
visits Eritrea or not, should not 
be the primary concern here. 

With today’s advanced 
technologies and fast 
communication platforms, 
anything Eritrea has to say to the 
Council can be said and the US 
cannot muzzle Eritrea’s voice 
indefinitely...the more serious 
issue is the Council’s legitimacy. 

Populations around the world 
have become jaded-and the UN 
does not carry the respect that it 
had back then. It is no longer a 
symbol of fraternity and common 
good and it has instead become 
a political tool of the powerful 
few. Some say it is increasingly 
illegitimate and ineffective, not 
just because of its inequitable 
geographic composition, but 
more so because of its declining 
relevance, its ability to focus on 

today’s real security threats, and 
inability to ensure compliance 
with its ostensibly binding 
resolutions…in other words, its 
inability to fulfill its moral and 
legal obligations under the UN 
Charter. Some analysts contend 
that the Council is in poor and 
even terminal condition…
obstructionist states, feed that 
perception.

The United States, has frequently 
played an obstructionist role in the 
United Nations when it felt it was 
in its own interests, and no doubt 
other permanent members of the 
Council have done the same, but 
the 64 million dollar question 
that all Eritreans are asking 
today is-to what end? How does 
this stance by the US advance 
its interests in the region? How 
does undermining the important 
role of the Security Council 
in order to appease Ethiopia, 
or because of the personal 
animosity of some individuals 
in the US Administration, 
advance US’ long term interests 
in the region and globally? Are 
countries like Eritrea doomed to 
suffer because of the personal 
whims of individuals in the US 
Administration? Is that sound 
US policy? What recourse do 
the people of Eritrea have for 
the decades long injustices 
perpetrated against them by such 
obstructionist behaviors?

Not only is the US allowing 
Ethiopia to violate the UN 
Charter, the Eritrean Ethiopia 
Boundary Commission’s (EEBC) 
final and binging delimitation 
and demarcation decisions, but 
it is also preventing the Council 
from lifting the illegal and unjust 
sanctions imposed against the 
State of Eritrea and its people. 
This is also not the first time that 
the UN has betrayed the Eritrean 
people at the behest of the 
United States, and will probably 
not be the last. This kind of 
childish behavior by the US 
greatly diminishes its leadership 
position, not to mention its 
fledgling reputation as an honest 
broker for peace, stability and 
security, and its long term ability 
to exert influence in the world…
Denying the Eritrean people 
their rights under the UN Charter 
erodes their confidence in the 
world body…

US’ Obstructionist Role on the 
UN Security Council
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Bisha Mining Share Company is inviting applicants for the following 
position for Bisha site project;

PROCESS PLANT ENGINEER 
Number required – (01)

Major Duties and Responsibilities

Planning•	  
Suggestso  new ideas/proposals, as well as encouraging others to improve the 
Process Plant Engineering Division operation. 
Manageso  the development of Standard Operating Procedures (SOP’s).
Responsibleo  for Budgeting and Control.

Implementation•	  
Manageso  the Engineering team who are responsible for maintenance and 
repairs of Plant Equipment, in line with plans to ensure an efficient and 
effective operation, in order to achieve/exceed operational targets to maximize 
Plant “up-time”.
Ensureo  safety requirements are fulfilled at the work place, including leading 
Field Level Risk Assessment (FLRA) and proper use of the appropriate PPE. 
Report any safety issues/incidents.
Complyo  with mine’s cardinal rules and other safety, environmental or other 
rules and standards as directed. Ensure all hazards and risks are identified, 
reported and eliminated.
Coordinateo  the Plant Engineering Division resources (people; equipment; 
spares/consumables; and facilities to ensure processing utilization and cost 
management objectives meet or exceed targets.
Assistso  with managing the monthly expenses vs budgets.
Ensureo  production, quality and costs are in line with budget.

Ensureo  appropriate level of resourcing. (Maximize efficient use of materials, 
tools, lifting equipment)
Manageo  engineering/mechanical activities according to plans, legislation, 
client needs. Best practices and principles to conform to standards, methods 
and procedures.
Carryo  out routine maintenance and visual inspections within area of 
responsibility to identify issues.
Followo  Mine Maintenance Operating System.

Reporting•	  & Data Control
Ensureo  that the Plant’s “Information System” is updated.
Ensureo  “Flash Reports” are accurate and submitted on time (daily; weekly; 
monthly).
Carryo  out ICAM investigations and ensure any issues arising from such are 
dealt with in a timely manner.

Managing•	  the team
Provideo  technical support for the team, as and when required.
Provideo  training and mentoring for the team (especially safety standards and 
procedures).
Ensureo  all Process Plant Engineering Division personnel and contractors, 
work in accordance with relevant laws, regulations, company policies and 
procedures.
Promoteso  good Process Plant Engineering Division behavior. Motivate team 
to become “performance driven”.
Leado  team to improve current engineering processes.

KNOWLEDGE, EXPERIENCE AND SKILLS

Qualifications:

Diploma/Degree in Mechanical/Electronic/Electrical Engineering

Government Certificate of Comp / Government Ticket

Knowledge and Experience:

10 - 15 years relevant experience 

5 - 10 years Management skills

Technical Skills Behavioural 
Skills

Computer Literacy (MS Office – Intermediate, 
Excel – Advanced)

Communication 
(English)

Process Plant Engineering  maintenance and 
environment experience

Assertiveness

Attention to detail Interpersonal 
Relations

Analytical skill Integrity

Management skills Prioritizing skills & 
multi-skilling

Problem solving skill Ability to work 
towards strict 
deadlines

Financial Management Skills Coaching & Team-
building skills

Strategy Exposure Discretion

Project Management Self-motivation

Maintenance Management

General Information and other requirements:
Place  of Work:              Bisha.
Salary :               As per Company salary scale.
Type  of contract                Indefinite Period 

Additional requirement for Nationals: 
Having  fulfilled his/her National Service obligation and provide evidence 
of release paper from the Ministry of Defense. 
Present  clearance paper from current/last employer.
Testimonial  documents to be attached (CV, work experience credentials, 
a copy of your National Identity Card etc.).
Only  shortlisted applicants would be considered as potential candidates 
for an interview.
Application  documents will not be returned to sender.
All  applications should be sent through the post office.
Deadline  for application: 10 days from the day of publication in the 
Newspaper.

Address :  Please mail your applications to;
                    Bisha Mining Share Company, 
                    P. O. Box 4276 Asmara, Eritrea

Note  to non- Eritrean applicants:  
                  Please send a copy of your application to
                  Aliens Employment Permit Affairs,
                  P. O. Box 7940 Asmara, Eritrea.

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
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invitation for bids

Photo: Saleh  abdelkader 
  Massawa
april 2016

Photographers Corner

Ministry of Marine Resources-Fisheries Development Projects

IFAD -- GRANT No. DSF-8060-ER

Procurement of Fishing Canoes 3.15 meters long

National Competitive Bidding (NCB)

IFB No.: MMR/FDP/G/NCB/0002/2016

The Government of the State of Eritrea has received grant 1. 
from the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) 
toward the cost of Fisheries Development Project, and it intends 
to apply part of the proceeds of this grant to payments under the 
Contract for the procurement of  fishing Canoes 3.15 m. long; IFB 
No.: MMR/FDP/G/NCB/0002/2016.

MMR-FDP now invites sealed bids from eligible and qualified 2. 
bidders with renewed license for 2015 for the procurement of 
Canoes. 

Interested bidders may obtain further information from the MMR-3. 
FDP and inspect the Bidding documents at the address given below, 
from 7.00 – 12:00 P.M and 14:00 – 18:00 P.M. local time, Monday 
through Friday.    

                       
A complete set of bidding documents in English may be purchased 4. 
by interested bidders on the submission of a written application 
to the address below and upon payment of a nonrefundable fee 
of Eritrean Nakfa (ERN) 500.00 (five hundred Eritrean Nakfa or 
equivalent  in foreign currency starting from May 23, 2016. 

Bids must be delivered to the address below on or before Monday, 5. 
May 23, 2016. at 10:00 a.m. 

Electronic Bidding will not be permitted. Late Bids will be 6. 
rejected. 

Bids will be opened in the presence of bidders or their representatives 7. 
who choose to attend in person at the address below at 10:15 a.m. 
on May 23, 2016.  All bids must be accompanied by a bid security 
mentioned in the bidding documents.

The address referred to above is:8. 
 
 The Ministry of Marine Resources-Fisheries Development Project
Contact Person: Mr. Muhammed-Sfaf Hamid

 Street Address: Hiday Street 748-1

 Block and Floor: Dembe Sembel, Block “A”, 4th Floor, RH

City: Asmara  P.O.Box 923

ZIP code: 748-1

Country: Eritrea

Telephone: 291-1-153960

Facsimile number: 291-1-153961

 E-mail: mohsfaf@gmail.com or mofishas@gmial.com 
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Tour special

A Talk With UCI Commissioner to 
the ‘Tour of Eritrea’ 2016

Billion Temesghen

For the edition of the Tour of Eritrea, Q & A has been travelling around the country alongside the riders, organizers and commissionaires. 

The Tour of Eritrea 2016 finished on Saturday 23rd after five consecutive stages extending throughout the major cities and towns of Eritrea. The tour was followed by a 
concluding race, the Asmara Circuit on the 24th, conducted in honor of the Silver Jubilee of the Eritrean independence. 

Previously, on our Wednesday edition I talked to some young riders from several teams ‘whom sparkled’ the tour with their enthusiasm. This time Q & A gives you Mr. 
Commissionaire.

  about you.

Hi. I am Creig Awtry I am 
from South Africa. I have been 
appointed by UCI to be the 
president commissionaire to 
Eritrea, and now at the moment, 

for the tour.

What do you think of the Tour 
of Eritrea 2016?

Generally speaking the tour is 
very well organized and safety is 
incredible. The adjustments and 
accommodations are satisfactory. 
The riders are happy and I am 
too, the riders have been very 
well taken care of. I think that 
the standards of UCI have been 
fully met.

So far I am very impressed, it 
has been a very good tour. From 
the staring day, on the 16th right 
up to yesterday (the fifth stage of 
the tour), the tour’s arrangement 
has been exceptional. It is quite 

obvious that the organizers and 
co-ordinators of the tour have all 
gone out of their way to assist 
this race.

And the roads; all the roads 

with problems were mended by 
the country for the race. So your 
country has worked really hard 
to see through a smooth sail for 
the Tour of Eritrea 2016. 

I witnessed so much effort 
supporting the sport as well as all 
of the riders.

Likewise the standard of 
the competition has definitely 
improved; and not only in Eritrea 
but throughout Africa. The 
riders are growing in number 
and potential, some of your 
riders for example, are riding 
for international pro teams. All 
in all, the criterions have been 
upgraded remarkably.

any problems? I am sure there 
were some.

Yes, one or two small things. 
I will discuss them with the 
organizers and brief them on my 

views. 

One of the main requirements 
of the UCI is the riders’ safety, 
and I saw no problems on that 
matter. The safety of the riders 
has been fully guaranteed, I saw 
no harm at any stage or in any 
places we traveled to. 

Some technical glitches yes, 
but nothing major really. We will 
talk it over with the organizers.

How much did you know about 
Eritrean cycling?

I watched the Eritrean riders 
over the years and I have 
seen major growth. Daniel 
Tecklehaimanot is riding with 

Dimension Data and he is not the 
only one, so I see that cycling is 
a sport that has good reception in 
your country. And when riders are 
recognized on an international 
level, I believe, has good impact 
for African cycling as a whole.

As you know you have Eritrean 
riders with international pro 
teams: two of which are riding 
in Dimension Data and I am 
very proud of them. As such I 
am obviously keen of Eritrean 
riders because Daniel and 
Merhawi are riding in a pro team 
that is registered in the country 
from which I come from; South 
Africa.

Our riders are… 

My impression on Eritrean riders 
is optimistic, I see a great future 
for cycling in Eritrea. Looking at 
your riders in the tour I can say 
that you’ve got amazing riders: 
they are young, forthcoming and 
extremely talented. They brought 
you victory in the African 
Championship as they did so well 
in Morocco, and they are doing 
so great in the tour. Therefore I 
see no problems for their future, 
they all are good. Consequently 

African cycling will be having 
even better realizations from 
stream to stream.

What do you think of Eritrea?

It is a beautiful country. You 
have so much possibilities 
to make your country an 
acknowledged tourist site, I 
think that people would love to 
come visit Eritrea. There is so 
much to offer here: especially 
the population, the people are so 
friendly and welcoming, so to 
me Eritrea is a wonderful place 
to visit.


