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Abstract:
From 2005 to 2009, the US Geological Survey performed a

series of remote sensing surveys in Afghanistan in an attempt

to quantify the nation’s mineral resource potential. Their

 ndings stand to signi cantly transform the future of

Afghanistan’s economy and development. Afghanistan’s

potential mineral wealth is valued at $908 billion. This places

Afghanistan amongst the top  ve nations in the world by

mineral wealth. The abundant minerals are diverse in value

and industry potential, with large deposits of iron, copper, and

cobalt, in addition to deposits of gold, gemstones, and rare

earth elements.

Policy Recommendations:
Prioritize small-scale mines early on, speci cally in northern

provinces

Develop ground water resources

Encourage investment for new power generating projects

Utilize Private Security Companies to augment local police

and security operations

Engage all ethnic groups within government a—airs

Address corruption and implement appropriate checks and

balances for the judicial branch

Initiate bureaucratic and statute changes in each ministry

involved in extraction

Foster greater cooperation with neighboring countries in

areas including energy and water

Construct educations strategy that focuses on mineral

sector skills, training, and education

Assist and Advise the Afghan government in crafting local

content policies for the mining industry
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Conduct nation-wide audit on  nancial institutions, and

implement an economic reconstruction zone

Establish transparent sovereign wealth fund

Evaluator

Matthew Golden
Economic Team Lead, U.S. State Department on Afghanistan, Washington

D.C.

 

  

Task Force 2015

Middle East

READ MORE CLICK HERE FOR MORE TASK FORCE REPORTS

TOPICS

REGIONS

LATEST NEWS

Cybersecurity Strategy Advice for the Trump Administration: US-Brazil
Relations

Cybersecurity Strategy Advice for the Trump Administration: US-Cuba
Relations

https://jsis.washington.edu/news/tag/task-force-2015/
https://jsis.washington.edu/regions/middle-east/
https://digital.lib.washington.edu/researchworks/bitstream/handle/1773/33278/Task%20Force%20F%202015_FINAL-Montgomery.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://jsis.washington.edu/task-force/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://jsis.washington.edu/news/managing-afghanistans-mineral-wealth/
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjsis.washington.edu%2Fnews%2Fmanaging-afghanistans-mineral-wealth%2F&text=Managing%20Afghanistan%E2%80%99s%20Mineral%20Wealth:%20Can%20Afghanistan%E2%80%99s%20Mineral%20Wealth%20Be%20Used%20to%20Rebuild%20the%20Economy?
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://jsis.washington.edu/news/managing-afghanistans-mineral-wealth/
https://jsis.washington.edu/news/cybersecurity-strategy-advice-trump-administration-us-brazil-relations/
https://jsis.washington.edu/news/cybersecurity-strategy-advice-trump-administration-us-cuba-relations/

