
Research Committees 
 
Regular Doctoral Program 
A Research Committee for each student must be formed by the end of the Fall Quarter of the 
2nd year.  A “Request for Research Committee” form must be completed and submitted to the 
Dean’s Office within six months of entering a mentor’s laboratory.  Research Committee 
memberships are approved by the relevant Department Graduate Oversight Committee and 
by the Dean. 
 
The Research Committee is comprised of five (5) faculty members who best complement the 
research project and include the mentor and four other faculty members.  At least one 
member of the committee must be from outside the student and mentor’s department.  
Members of the Research Committee may be faculty from outside the University.  The chair 
of this committee cannot be the student’s mentor. 
 
Combined Degree Programs 
Combined Degree Students must form the Research Committee immediately upon entering 
the mentor’s laboratory.  These Research Committees will consist of seven members to 
ensure that the final thesis defense can be scheduled and completed before the student’s M3 
or P3 year.  At least one member of the committee must be from outside the student and 
mentor’s department.  Members of the Research Committee may be faculty from outside the 
University.  The chair of this committee cannot be the student’s mentor. A “Request for 
Research Committee” form must be completed and submitted to the Dean’s Office upon the 
student entering the mentor’s laboratory.  Research Committee memberships are approved by 
the relevant Department Graduate Oversight Committee and by the Dean. 
 
Faculty Doctoral Program 
Upon assignment to the lab, the faculty-student will develop a doctoral research project with 
his or her mentor, and develop preliminary data showing the feasibility of this project.  Based 
on the project, the faculty-student and mentor will select faculty members for the Research 
Committee who best complement the project. The Research Committee will consist of 5 
members, chaired by the Program Director and including the mentor and 3 others (1 or 2 of 
whom can be from outside RFUMS.)  Research Committee duties are congruent with the 
normal functions of Research Committees as described in the Policies and Procedures of the 
School of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies.  This Research Committee must be approved 
by the DGOC and the Dean of the Graduate School. 
 


