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IMPORTING OR EXPORTING RODENTS FROM  
NON-COMMERCIAL SOURCES 

 
In some instances, an investigator may wish to obtain animals that are not commercially 
available, such as a particular transgenic mouse strain, from an investigator located at a 
different institution.  Or, an investigator may wish to ship specific animals to a colleague 
at another institution.   In such cases, it is important that approved procedures be 
followed to prevent the inadvertent introduction of pathogens into our existing animal 
colonies (or into the receiving institution’s colonies).  It is also important for accurately 
tracking animal numbers.   The following describes the procedures must be followed: 
 
IMPORTING: 
Imports of rodents to the BRF from sources other than approved commercial vendors like 
Harlan (e.g. another university) require prior approval from the BRF manager in 
consultation with the veterinarian.   In order to obtain approval: 
 
1.  Number of the approved animal protocol for which the animals will be used (the 
 appropriate species must be listed).  
2.  The BRF manager shall be contacted to make arrangements from the institution that 
 will be shipping the animals.    Information that is needed includes: 
 
Contact information for the other institution (Attending Veterinarian and facility 
manager’s address and phone numbers). 
 
Health records including health monitoring reports from the exporting facility.    
Specifically:    

• Current (< 3 months) health status report on the colony / animals shipping the 
animals.  Reports must state that the animals are negative for:  
 ·        Mouse hepatitis virus (MHV)  
 ·        Mouse parvovirus (MPV)  
 ·        Minute virus of mice (MVM)  
 ·        Reovirus-3 (Reo-3)  
 ·        Pneumonia virus of mice (PVM)  
 ·        Epizootic diarrhea of infant mice (EDIM)  
 ·        Theiler’s murine encephalomyelitis virus (TMEV)  
 ·        Lymphocytic choriomeningitis virus (LCMV)  
 ·        Ectromelia (mouse pox)  
 ·        Sendai virus  
 ·        Sialodacryoadenitis virus (SDAV)  
 ·        Rat parvoviruses  
 ·        Mycoplasma pulmonis  
 ·        Pinworms  
 ·        Fur mites  
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NOTE: If the animals and/or colony are positive for any virus listed above, 
animals will NOT be accepted here and will need to be rederived.  Animals can be 
sent to a commercial facility (e.g. Charles River Laboratories) for rederivation 
since we do not provide this service in house.  Rederivation is done at the PI’s 
expense.   Once the animals are rederived, they can be shipped. 
 

• A 12 month history of sentinel testing program results from rooms where the 
exported animals have been previously housed.   

• Description of the sentinel program and testing schedule of the exporting facility. 
• Description of the husbandry practices (sterile or non-sterile micro isolation, use 

of change station, etc.) from the facility currently housing the animals. 
• Medical history of the animals. 

 
If approved for import, all rodents imported from non-approved vendors or non-
commercial sources are subject to mandatory quarantine before they can be housed in 
the BRF colonies.  This is required regardless of the animal health screening information 
that is provided by the transferring institution. Since quarantine housing space is limited; 
faculty intending to transfer animals that require quarantine must contact the BRF 
manager to discuss availability and procedures well in advance of any animal transfer.  
 
The mandatory quarantine consists of a 6 or 9 week sentinel animal exposure period plus 
time for subsequent evaluation of the sentinels by serology assessment, gross necropsy, 
endo/ectoparasite testing and possible microbiological testing, depending on the 
exporting institution’s health monitoring history.  Diagnostic testing of sentinels (done by 
Charles River Laboratories) can take 1-3 weeks (which is in addition to the sentinel 
exposure period).   More information about quarantine policy and options can be found 
on the BRF internal website. 
 
EXPORTING: 
Other requirements may be encountered when a PI wishes to export animals to another 
institution, depending on the particular policies of the receiving institution. Often, this is 
a lengthy process and PIs intending to import or export animals will need to start the 
process as early as possible; the BRF veterinary staff will help with this process. 
 


