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BRF RODENT QUARANTINE POLICY 
 

In order to protect the health and pathogen-free status of all RFUMS-maintained research 

animals, rodents purchased or obtained from non-approved vendors* or transferred from non- 

commercial institutions and organizations are subject to mandatory quarantine before they can be 

housed in the BRF. A mandatory quarantine period is required regardless of the animal health 

screening information that is provided by the transferring institution. Since quarantine housing 

space is limited; faculty intending to transfer animals that require quarantine must contact the 

BRF to discuss availability and procedures well in advance of any animal transfer. This will also 

initiate the process of obtaining required health monitoring data from the exporting institution. 
 

The mandatory quarantine consists of a 6 or 9 week sentinel animal exposure period plus time 

for subsequent evaluation of the sentinels by serology assessment, gross necropsy, 

endo/ectoparasite testing and possible microbiological testing, depending on the exporting 

institution’s health monitoring history. Diagnostic testing from Charles River Laboratories will 

include the Assessment Plus Serology Panel, gross necropsy in addition to Mite and Pin Worm 

PCR.  Note that the assessment process of the sentinels can take 1-3 weeks (which is in addition 

to the sentinel exposure period). 

 

Access to quarantined animals is limited to only BRF staff. 

 

Options for Quarantine: There are a few options for quarantine. For options 1 and 2, the 

health reports from the originating institution cannot show evidence of a current pathogen 

contamination, or history of such within 1 year. 

 

1. Standard Quarantine With Prophylactic Treatment: Rodents will be treated 

prophylactically for mites and pinworms to reduce the risk of introducing these parasites into the 

established RFUMS rodent colony. The mite treatment will consist of two topical applications 

of moxidectin (Cydectin®) per the Standard Operating Procedure to reduce the risk of fur mites 
for each species. For pinworms, rodents will be placed on fenbendazole medicated rodent chow 

for the entire time they are in quarantine. Sentinels will shipped for diagnostic testing after 

exposure to soiled bedding from the animals of interest for 6 weeks. If the sentinel test results 

are negative, quarantined animals can be released into the regular population of the vivarium. 

The total time in quarantine in this case will range from 7-9 weeks. 

 

2. Standard Quarantine Without Prophylactic Treatment: PIs who decline the prophylactic 

treatment with moxidectin or fenbendazole will need to wait for a minimum of 9 weeks before 

sentinels are shipped for diagnostics (to allow for the life cycle of pinworms).  If sentinel results 

are negative animals can be released into the population. The total time in quarantine in this case 
will range from 10-12 weeks. 
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3. Pathogen Contamination at Originating Institution: If the shipping facility has a history of 

mites or pinworms, treatment with moxidectin and fenbendazole feeding will be requested of the 

institution BEFORE shipment and will be continued upon arrival. If evidence of viral infection 

is found in the health records, animals will NOT be accepted into the quarantine facility. In this 

case, the investigator has the option of finding another supplier of the rodents or having the mice 
rederived at a commercial vendor. Rederivation must be performed by commercial vendors at the 

PI’s expense since we do not offer this service. Rederived animals would be accepted directly 

into the established rodent colony; therefore the PI does not incur a quarantine fee. 

 

4. Short Term Housing in Quarantine: If timed studies are planned (e.g. animals to be 

euthanized at 6 weeks of age and are shipped in at 4 weeks of age), the animals will be housed in 

quarantine until such time as the PI needs them.  The PI must move such animals to their lab 

area (outside of the BRF) for euthanasia. The necropsy or other procedure rooms can not be 

used for animals in quarantine. 

 
5. Use Upon Arrival: If animals are to be used immediately upon arrival, BRF staff will take 

care of the receiving process, place the animals into clean caging and provide them to the PI for 

removal from the BRF for euthanasia. The necropsy or other procedure rooms can not be used 

for animals in quarantine. Contact BRF veterinary staff to make prior arrangements for such 

scenarios. 

 

NOTE: For both option 4 & 5, the PI will be required to disinfect their laboratory and 

equipment used to minimize the potential for undetected pathogens (picked up at facility prior to 
shipping or exposure during transport) to be a source of contamination for the established 

rodent colony in the BRF. 

 

 

Breeding of Rodents in Quarantine:  Maintenance of breeding colonies in quarantine is not 

allowed.  However, to a limited extent, breeding of a small number of mice can be considered 

on a case-by-case basis. If approved, breeding should only commence two weeks before the 

presumed release of the animals from quarantine.  Contact BRF veterinary staff to discuss and 

make arrangements for this type of activity. 

 
 

 

*Please consult with BRF staff at 847-578-8321 for a list of approved vendors, from which 

animals can be received directly into BRF vivarium without mandatory quarantine. 


