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GOD'S DESIRE FOR PARTNERSHIP WITH MAN 

 

INTRODUCTION 
We can understand the heartbeat of God and His desire for man by simply studying the creation story and the 

plan and purpose that God had for Adam and Eve.  A careful study of man's creation will help us to confidently 

enjoy God and our divinely given rights as His sons and daughters.  You and I were made to enjoy God, to 

boldly come before His presence without any fear, shame, or condemnation.  God never made us to be filled 

with fear, keeping us away from His goodness, to never enjoy the closeness of His fellowship. On the contrary, 

you and I are made in the image and likeness of God. The very nature of man reveals to us God's beautiful 

plan, to walk lovingly and intimately with man, and have him rule the earth with God at his side. The new birth 

offers us today, through the death and resurrection of Christ, the plan to restore mankind to his position of 

glory.   We must be aware that Satan will do everything in his power to hinder that plan lest we become a 

threat to the kingdom of darkness.  

 

I.  INTIMACY: MADE IN THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD 

“Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion 

over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every 

creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  So, God created man in His own image; in the image of God 

He created him; male and female He created them.”  Genesis 1:26-27 

A.  There is a common Holy Divine thread that runs throughout the entire Bible, revealing to us the zeal 

of a Holy God, filled with passionate love for His creation. The Bible reveals that God is a Bridegroom 

who seeks holy intimacy with His redeemed people who are depicted as a bride throughout 

Scripture.  

1.  Genesis 2:24   “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and 

they shall become one flesh.” 

2.  Isaiah 62:5       “For as a young man marries a virgin, so shall your sons marry you; and as the  

bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.” 

3. John 2:2, 10    “Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. . . And he said to        

him, ‘Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests 

have well drunk, then the inferior. You have kept the good wine until now!’” 
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4.  Matthew 9:15    “And Jesus said to them, ‘Can the friends of the bridegroom mourn as long as      

the  bridegroom is with them? But the days will come when the bridegroom will 

be taken away from them, and then they will fast.”   

5.    Ephesians 5:25    “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave               

Himself for her.” 

6.    Revelation 22:17  “And the Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let him who hears say, ‘Come!’   

and let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life 

freely.  

B.   Because of what Jesus paid for us on the cross, you and I have every right to enjoy His Presence.  

The blood of Jesus has not only washed us from our sins, it has also made us accepted in the 

Beloved of Divine Fellowship.  

              “. . .to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved.” 

Ephesians 1:6 

C.     The knowledge that one is already accepted in the presence of God automatically produces a bold 

confidence to STAND before Him freely without any fear or shame. This is the exact opposite of 

what a sin conscience produced in the lives of Adam and Eve; and continues to do so to all who are 

unaware of the power of Jesus' blood and grace.  

“He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears 

Him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore, this joy of mine is fulfilled.” 

John 3:29 

 

II.      THE FRUIT OF SEPARATION FROM GOD'S PRESENCE 

A.      We have been designed to be fascinated with the beauty of God's splendor, majesty, and glory. 

Only God can satisfy the human spirit. When we begin to believe the lie that we can find 

satisfaction elsewhere, outside of God, we open the door for sin to set in our hearts and draw us 

away from the goodness of God. This is the beginning of deception that leads unto death.  

“. . . So, when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, 

and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband 

with her, and he ate. Genesis 3:6 

“God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”  John 4:24 
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B.      The moment we take our eyes off the beauty of Jesus and on to other things, we actually choose to 

replace Jesus with external pleasures. This makes us susceptible to the lies and temptations of the 

devil. The result is, we'll begin to look upon ourselves as we become aware of our own "nakedness" 

and our inabilities, to measure up spiritually to God's Holy standard of living righteous before the 

Lord.  Even our own conscience begins to strike us and becomes our own enemy.  

“Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they 

sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings.”  Genesis 3:7 

“So, the LORD said to Cain, ‘Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen?   If you do 

well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for 

you, but you should rule over it.”   Genesis 4:6-7 

C.    The result of compromise and turning our eyes from the Lord, always results in running from and 

avoiding His presence. It's the very place that we know is meant to heal us, deliver us and accept 

us.  It is the place we begin to hide from due to sins power that makes us see erroneously and hear 

wrongly. Only the word of God speaks to us the truth about who we are in Christ. All the voices 

that come from the door of sin will only bring fear, shame, guilt, and condemnation.  

“And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and  

Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the 

garden.   Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, ‘Where are you?”   So, he said, ‘I 

heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself.’”   

Genesis 3:8-10 

 

 

http://www.orlandohop.org/
mailto:info@orlandohop.org

