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THE SPRING FEASTS OF THE LORD 

 

INTRODUCTION  

If we want to understand the eternal plan of God for the future and what God has done in the past, it is 

imperative that we understand the times and seasons of the Lord as revealed in the Feasts of the Lord. God's 

desire is to reveal to His servants His plans. Just like He revealed to Abraham what He was going to do 

regarding Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 18:17), He desires to show us the deep secrets of His Heart. God has 

ordained seven feasts through which we can get a glimpse of His divine plan (Lev. 23:2). These Feasts were 

established by the Lord Himself to guide the people of Israel through the centuries until the manifestation of 

Jesus, their Messiah. As we study the Feasts of the Lord, the Holy Spirit will reveal the eternal plan of God for 

the salvation of all humanity. Four of the Feasts have already been fulfilled and three are yet to be fulfilled in 

the very near future. 

 

I.      PASSOVER - JESUS OUR SACRIFICIAL LAMB (Exodus 12:3-14) 

A.     On the night that the Jewish people were delivered from their bondage in the land of Egypt, The Lord 

had instructed them to kill a lamb and smear its blood on the lintel and the doorposts of every Jewish 

home. By doing so, they guaranteed themselves protection from the angel of death that would go 

throughout the land of Egypt killing every firstborn child. The homes that had blood were PASSED-

OVER and spared.  

“In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of 

His grace.”   Ephesians 1:7 

      B.    Jesus typified the lamb that was slaughtered in the land of Egypt for the salvation of Israel. Today, 

Israel is blind to the true spiritual significance of Passover. For those who put their faith and trust in 

Christ, Jesus becomes the pure spotless lamb of God, completely acceptable before God the Father.  

“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world!”  John 1:29 

“Therefore, when the chief priests and officers saw Him, they cried out, saying, ‘Crucify Him, crucify 

Him!” Pilate said to them, “You take Him and crucify Him, for I find no fault in Him.”     John 19:6 

C.     Like the Jews, the church has no business lingering around sin. The Jews were instructed by the Lord 

to quickly make haste and leave Egypt after eating the Passover lamb. They were not to linger around 

because the Lord knew that Egypt, symbolic of sin, would come back after them. They were to leave 

quickly from Egypt.  
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Because Jesus has set us free from sin we must make sure that we deny ourselves and remain in the 

liberty from sin's tempting power. Stay clear from sin! 

“And thus you shall eat it: with a belt on your waist, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in 

your hand. So you shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord’s Passover.”  Exodus 12:11 

“Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.”  John 8:36 

 

II.     UNLEAVENED BREAD - JESUS OUR SANCTIFIER (Exodus 12:15-20) 

A.    Immediately following the feast of Passover, another feast begins called Unleavened Bread. The 

Jewish people were to make sure their homes were clean and free from any trace of leaven. They 

were not permitted to have leavened bread in the house nor any crumbs or anything that had the 

ingredient of leaven. Anyone who did not comply was cut off from Israel and eternally damned. This 

symbolizes the severity of sin and God's holy hatred for anything that is unrighteous and sinful. So 

serious was God about this, that the Israelites were forbidden to eat anything made of leaven for 

seven whole days.  

B.     This symbolizes the putting away of sin, since leaven is symbolic of the permeating nature of the 

sinful nature. The matzot/bread made without Leaven was striped and pierced.  It was broken into 

three pieces with the middle piece (which is called the Afikomen), being wrapped in a white cloth 

and hidden for a while until someone found it. Once found there was great rejoicing. This symbolizes 

the wrapping of Jesus' dead body and placed in a hidden tomb until Resurrection day which brings 

great rejoicing.  

   “Then Jesus said to them, ‘Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the   

Sadducees.’” Matthew 16:6 

    “Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump?”                     

1 Corinthians 5:6 

C.     The moment we accepted Jesus Christ as our Savior, God expects us to live a holy life. We were once 

dead in sin but now saved through the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We are called 

unto holiness. Holiness is possible because the Holy Spirit imparts into us a brand-new nature, 

empowering us to live a life of sanctification from the world.  

  “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His 

death?  Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” 

Romans 6:3-4 
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 “. . .knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done 

away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.  For he who has died has been freed from sin.  

Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,  knowing that Christ, having 

been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him.  For the death 

that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.  Likewise you 

also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”     

Romans 6:6-11 

 

III.    THE FEAST OF FIRST-FRUITS - JESUS OUR SPIRIT EMPOWERED LIFE  

A.     On the third day the Jews celebrated another Feast called “First-Fruits.” During this feast they would 

bring a portion of the barley harvest and dedicate it to God as an expression of thanksgiving and their 

trust in Him to provide the harvest for their needs. The feast symbolized the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ as the first man ever to rise from the dead and remain alive. Throughout the gospels   Jesus 

promised that anyone who believed in Him would have resurrection life.  

    “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he 

shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”                                

John 11:25-26 

B.     The believer experiences the power of life at the moment they come to Christ. However, there will be 

a greeter fulfillment at the end-times resurrection of all the righteous, all those who have put their 

faith in Christ Jesus.  

        “But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you 

sorrow as others who have no hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God 

will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.  For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we 

who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are 

asleep.  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, 

and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are 

alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 

And thus we shall always be with the Lord.  Therefore comfort one another with these words.”           

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

        C.     For the believer, Jesus is the first fruits of the resurrection. The apostles Paul and James agree that 

this feast symbolizes the resurrection that will take place at the moment of the second coming.  
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  “But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen 

asleep. For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in 

Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.  But each one in his own order: Christ the 

firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming.”  1 Corinthian's 15:20-23 

  “Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His 

creatures.”  James 1:18 

D.    Resurrection life means that the believer can no longer be hampered or defeated by the influence of 

sin (leaven). Sin has lost its permeating power over the carnal man.  The believer will be clothed with a 

glorified body no longer susceptible to the temptations of the flesh.  

  “But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the 

dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.  Therefore, 

brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. For if you live according to 

the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.”  

Romans 8:11-13 
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