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THE WORD OF GOD IS MEDICINE FOR THE SICK 
 

INTRODUCTION 
In the spring of 1982 while serving in the US Navy, our ship was temporarily stationed in Pascagoula, 
Mississippi. While there, I attended an assembly of God church where the pastor believed in the power of 
Healing. I was born with a chronic asthma condition that had plagued my life for 21 years. During one service, 
the pastor of the Assembly of God Church had a word of knowledge that someone was being healed of 
asthma. I recall raising up my hand claiming that healing by faith. Since then, the Lord has supernaturally kept 
me healed from that debilitating sickness. That healing in 1982 made a strong deep impact in my life to want to 
see people healed. It taught me to research the Scriptures and to stand on the promises of divine healing. 
Scripture is clear that the words of God and His promises are as medicine is to the physical body. In essence, 
God’s word is spiritual medication that affects our natural bodies to respond with divine healing. If believers 
would learn to accept what God's word teaches concerning healing, the Word of God would manifest itself 
through our physical bodies. But it is our responsibility to understand how faith, our faith can access all the 
promises of God including healing. 

 
“. . . for they are life to those who find them and health to all their flesh.”   Proverbs 4:22 

 
 

I. ATTENDING TO THE WORD OF GOD 

“My son, give attention to my words. . .”   Proverbs 4:20 
 

A. God's word beckons us as sons to give our undivided attention to the promises God's word makes 
available to His people. The word "Attend (qashab)" in the Hebrew means "to prick up the ears, i.e. 
hearken, attend, (cause to) hear(-ken), give heed, incline, mark (well), regard." It means to give ones’ 
undivided attention and prominence to God's word for every circumstance in our lives. It is the same 
word that is used on several occasions by King David when crying out to God and asking the Lord to 
pay attention to his prayer and petitions. 

“Hear my cry, O God; attend to my prayer.”   Psalm 61:1 

“Attend to my cry, for I am brought very low; deliver me from my persecutors, for they are stronger 
than I.”   Psalm 142:6 

 
B. Dr. Lilian B. Yeoman, a medical Doctor who herself received healing and then made the decision to 

devote her life to ministering and teaching on the subject of healing. She mentioned in one of her 
books, "I almost become angry sometimes. For when we are studying the word of God on such an 
important subject as healing for the body, you can tell some people are not paying a bit of attention to 
it. They'll thumb through the songbooks, stare off into space, look out the window and chew gum.  

 And then those same people want you to pray the prayer of faith for them. Yet they don't want to do   
anything for themselves."  It is not normal to never grow beyond infancy and stay living on milk only. 
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The purpose of milk is to nourish an infant for the child to grow and go on to stronger food. 

“For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a 
babe.  But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use 
have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”  Hebrews 5:13-14 

“…as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby.” 1 Peter 2:2 
 

C. God wants us to put His words first, over all and any other words we may hear. He expects us to 
mature into mature Sons and Daughters of God that know how to properly handle our spiritual 
inheritance. He expects our faith to grow through the word of God so that we have no need to 
depend on others but primarily on God and His promises. 

“But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceeds from the mouth of God.’”  Matthew 4:4 

“When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I 
became a man, I put away childish things.”  1 Corinthians 13:11 

 

 
II. INCLINING OUR HEARING TO GOD'S WORD 

 
“. . .Incline your ear to my sayings.”  Proverbs 4:20 

A. The word "incline" is the Hebrew word "Natah" which means "to stretch or spread out; by implication, 
to bend away." The word implies not only giving one's attention to somebody but to tend to God's 
word with a physical action, a response to His words.  I need to both "attend" (listen) and "incline" 
(act on). Incline is an action word that requires our faith to step out and accept God's word as true. 

B. The secret to receiving anything from God is faith. When one studies the miracles of Jesus you can't 
help but notice how many times faith was exercised by the recipient of healing. In other words, it was 
their faith that positioned them to receive the miraculous power of God in their bodies or in behalf of 
someone else. 

“Then Jesus said to the centurion, ‘Go your way; and as you have believed, so let it be done for 
you.’ And his servant was healed that same hour.”  Matthew 8:13 

“And He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in peace, and be healed of your 
affliction.’”  Mark 5:34 

“As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, He said to the ruler of the synagogue, ‘Do 
not be afraid; only believe.’”  Mark 5:36 

“And when He had come into the house, the blind men came to Him. And Jesus said to them, ‘Do you  
believe that I am able to do this?’  They said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord.’ Then He touched their eyes, saying, 
‘According to your faith let it be to you.’”  Matthew 9:28-29 
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 III.    KEEPING THE WORD BEFORE OUR EYES AND OUT HEARTS 

 
        “Do not let them depart from your eyes; keep them in the midst of your heart.”  Proverbs 4:21  
 
        A.     God's word here in Proverbs counsels us to not only hear the word of God and act upon it, but also to 

keep it before our eyes. We are to diligently watch over God's promises and not allow His word to 
DEPART from our eyes. The word "depart" in the Hebrew is "luwz."  It means “to turn aside (compare 
(literally) to depart, (figuratively) be perverse:--depart, froward, perverse(-ness).”   

 
B.    This has to do with healing because this passage speaks about being in good health and God's word 

being medicine for our bodies and souls. In other words, we need to study what the Bible teaches about 
healing and not let those biblical promises slip from our eyes and faith. 

 
“But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for 
our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed.”   Isaiah 53:5 

“When evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed. And He cast out the 
spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah 
the prophet, saying: ‘He Himself took our infirmities And bore our sicknesses’.”   Matthew 8:16-17 

 

        C.    In addition to having our eyes behold the word of God and its promises, we must also contend to keep 
God's word in the midst of our heart. This simply means that we need to allow the word of the Lord to 
penetrate and remain in the core of our being, our spirit, our inner man.  David cried out and desired for 
God's word to dwell in his heart in order for him not to sin. God's word keeps us from the troubles of the 
enemy if we do our part.  

 
 “Your word I have hidden in my heart, hat I might not sin against You.”   Psalm 119:11 

 
D.   The result of keeping the word of the Lord before our eyes and in our heart is miraculous. The word of 

God begins to manifest in our minds and physical bodies. In essence, we can say that the word of God 
becomes flesh, meaning that God's promises begins to impact our physical bodies. The result will be 
health to our flesh and strength to our bones (Isa 53:4-5, Matt 8:16-17, 1 Peter 2:24, Gal. 3:13, 
Exodus 15:26, Exodus 23:25-26, , Psalm 91:10, 16, Psalm 103:2-3, Psalm 107:20, Isaiah 55:11, 
Matthew 7:11, Matthew 8:2-3, James 1:17, Acts 10:38,, John 10:10, Matthew 9:35, 3 John 2, Matt 15:30-
31, 1 John 4:4, Mark 11:23-24).  

 
              “For they are life to those who find them, and health to all their flesh.”  Proverbs 4:22 
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