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Visionary Scientist, Dedicated Professor, Acclaimed Researcher, and Best-Selling Author 

Renowned for international record of achievement in theorising and publishing pioneering work in physics and 
cosmology. Deeply curious thought leader committed to expanding accessibility of science and scientific concepts 
of the universe and space-time from the strict scientific domain to reach and engage the general public and 
individuals of all ages.  

Controversial and collaborative approach to generating knowledge through debates on the origin of the universe, 
the existence of God, and numerous laws of science, gravity, time, and space. Served as the Emeritus Lucasian 
Professor for Cambridge, a title held also by Isaac Newton, Paul Dirac, and Charles Babbage. 

SELECT ACHIEVEMENTS 

 Internationally recognised for numerous publications including: A Brief History of Time, The Grand Design, 
The Universe in a Nutshell, A Briefer History of Time, and The Grand Design. 

 Recognised as an archetypical scientist and appeared on popular TV shows including The Simpsons and The 
Big Bang Theory; life-story was presented in the feature film The Theory of Everything.  

 Awarded the Copley Medal from the Royal Society (2006), the Presidential Medal of Freedom from the US 
(2009), the Russian Special Fundamental Physics Prize (2013). 

 Received the Albert Einstein Medal and an honorary doctorate from the University of Oxford (1978).  

 Presented with the Eddington Medal and the Pius XI Gold Medal (1975), the Dannie Heineman Prize, the 
Maxwell Prize, and the Hughes Medal (1976). 

 Awarded the American Franklin Medal (1981) and was appointed the Commander of the Order of the British 
Empire in the 1982 New Year Honours. Voted for inclusion on the BBC’s list of the 100 Greatest Britons. 

 Received numerous honorary degrees: the Gold Medal of the Royal Astronomical Society (1985), the Paul 
Dirac Medal (1987), and the prestigious Wolf Prize (1988, with Penrose).  

 Fellow of the Royal Society and a member of the US National Academy of Sciences and the Pontifical 
Academy of Sciences.  

 Dubbed the “Master of the Universe” by Newsweek magazine for ground-breaking contributions to science 
while simultaneously overcoming challenges to an early-life diagnosis of ALS. 

 Partnered with daughter, Lucy Hawking, to write and publish a children’s book on science: George and the 
Unbreakable Code.  

EDUCATION 

PhD, Applied Mathematics and Theoretical Physics, March 1966 (Specialty in general relativity and cosmology) 
Cambridge University, Cambridge, England 

 Doctoral Thesis: “Properties of Expanding Universes”, 1966 

BA (Hons.) degree in Natural Science, 1962 
Oxford University, Oxford, England 
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