
i

Mission | Week 8

Reflection: Recently on Focus on the Family, I heard the Duck Commander 
and star of A&E’s Duck Dynasty, Phil Robertson, share about his life. He 
described his life before Christ, calling himself a real “scumbag.” As he 
reflected back on the 28 years he “lived for the devil,” Phil can see now how 
that life was a real trap— true captivity. But having been set free from that 
“prison” by the grace of God, now he’s been living for Jesus for over 40 years.
Just like Phil, we too were slaves to sin, captives to the darkness. But in his 
great mercy, God has brought us out of that prison cell and into the freedom 
of his glorious light! Now, Jesus’ mission is our mission. Jesus used these 
very verses from Isaiah to announce in the Nazareth synagogue that he was 
the very fulfillment of them! (Luke 4:14-20)  As his disciples, this is our new 
mission. As liberated slaves to sin, now we must tell others how they too can 
be freed. Phil Robertson’s mess became his message. He spends his life telling 
others about the glorious freedom he has found in Christ. And God is using 
him. He can use you, too!

Application
1. Do you know someone in your sphere of influence who is still a prisoner?
2. Will you pray for an opportunity to share your testimony of God’s freeing 
grace in your life with that friend?

Prayer: Dear Father, Thank you that you are such a caring father. You care 
about the poor, the brokenhearted, the captives, and the mourners. Only 
you can heal the real dark places of the soul. Thank you for bringing me out 
of slavery to sin. Now please give me courage to “proclaim freedom for the 
captives” who are still in bondage. Open my eyes to see them and my mouth 
to share the Good News that saves. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Suggested Worship Song: Hear the Call of the Kingdom

–Leslee Bogdanow

MARCH 29

FREEDOM FOR CAPTIVES
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed 
me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from 
darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor and the 
day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, and provide for 
those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of 
ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead 
of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of 
the Lord for the display of his splendor.

–Isaiah 61:1-3
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MARCH 30

JOINING JESUS IN THE MISSION
Please read John 12-21 in preparation for Holy Week Services this Week

Today’s Focus: John 14

Reflection: The Upper Room Discourse (John 14-16) records Jesus’ final 
intimate instructions to his disciples preparing them to join him in God’s 
mission. Being called to join him in mission as his consecrated community 
does not mean we are called to be heroic and strong. What should be so 
encouraging is Jesus not only sees our fears and inadequacies, but he speaks 
to these feelings. Fear and lack of belief are two sides of the same coin of self-
sufficient service. Jesus promises that he will send the Holy Spirit to provide 
the peace and power to love and serve others and to trust him to transform 
lives and circumstances. John 14:27 promises Jesus’ rest for any trouble you 
face. 

Application
1. What circumstances or people in your life seem out of reach of God’s 
promises and power?
 2. How does believing you are an adopted member of God’s family rather 
than an orphan empower your prayers?

Prayer: Heavenly Father, I pray that I would believe your Word and live in the 
assurance of your peace as I battle fear and doubt. Free me from being trapped 
by the feeling of helplessness or the doubt that the challenges I face are too 
large for you to overcome. Consecrate my heart to let go of fear and doubt and 
to cling to your unfailing love. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Suggested Worship Song: The Way

–Mike Hearon
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MARCH 31

GETTING TO THE HEART OF THE MATTER

Reflection: Jesus describes the Christian life as living from the heart. When 
we live from the heart we live a fruitful life. Organic vitality is displayed in 
fruit, but the beauty and benefit we experience is the result of many factors we 
do not control or are elements that are not seen. Jesus calls us to abide in him 
as the True Vine. When we abide in him, we not only experience his intimate 
friendship in loving and joyful relationship, but he also provides the resources 
and motivation we need to love others from the heart. This abiding power 
enables his followers to love not only their friends but also their enemies as 
evidence of his abiding strength.

Application
1. What people in your life are you finding it difficult to love?  
2. What practices and spiritual habits listed in Chapter 15 instruct us in how 
to live more intentional by abiding in him?

Prayer: Heavenly Father, help me to let go of my self-directed practices that 
lead to self-serving goals. Teach me how to live out of your love as I experience 
your sacrifice for me. Enable me to see tangible ways to meet needs around me 
and to speak words of encouragement. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Suggested Worship Song: Your Great Name

Please read John 12-21 in preparation for Holy Week Services this Week

Today’s Focus: John 15

–Mike Hearon
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APRIL 1

HIS LOVE IS ALWAYS WITH US

Reflection:  Peace for followers of Jesus Christ is not dependent upon peaceful 
circumstances. In fact, the most profound descriptions Jesus provides of his 
followers is that the Holy Spirit has been sent to our hearts to provide inward 
peace in spite of our difficult circumstances. This is counter-intuitive because 
the promises of peace are often associated with ease and comfort. Jesus 
declares that the Holy Spirit will both convict and comfort us to trust in him in 
spite of what difficult things we face. Often, our disappointments and wounds 
make it hard to discern why God’s love has not protected us from harm. The 
promises in the gospel tell us that our disappointments and wounds can never 
ultimately harm us. We will never be kept from God’s love and we can trust his 
goodness to heal and bring hope even when we only see a dark future. Where 
does this come from? Jesus’ death and resurrection frees us from the nagging 
doubts and disappointments that ensnare our hearts.

Application
1. What areas of your life do you find it difficult to live in the peace of God?  
2. When your life feels scattered and out of control, how does the Holy Spirit’s 
presence bring comfort? 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, you have called your followers to trust you, especially 
when life is difficult. Thank you for your sacrificial love that heals my heart as 
I look away from my feelings and look to your gospel provision. Deliver me 
from resentment, bitterness, and anger, and fill me with your love and trust. I 
also pray that the Maundy Thursday Noon service today will strengthen your 
children as we learn about your servant love. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Suggested Worship Song: The Potter’s Hands

–Mike Hearon

Please read John 12-21 in preparation for Holy Week Services this Week

Today’s Focus: John 16



v

Mission | Week 8

APRIL 2

JESUS IS PRAYING FOR YOU

Reflection: If you wanted to encourage a fellow believer, what would be the most 
encouraging thing you could say to them? Realizing that no matter what you are 
facing, Jesus, your Savior, is praying for you would have the most transformative 
impact on any circumstance you are facing. Long before you wanted his help or 
appreciated his sacrifice, Jesus had you on his heart. Jesus embraced the cost of 
taking on our sins and voluntarily accepted God’s judgement because of his love 
for you. His prayer was for God’s glory in his church. He has provided what we 
need to live out his glory by our consecration, protection, and unity. When we are 
living set apart to him and one another, we will be filled with joy and our joy will 
radiate to the world. The Christian witness through the centuries has motivated 
believers to move out in love toward broken people and step into broken places to 
extend God’s hope. Every act of love is always empowered by our Savior who “ever 
lives to make intercession” for us. (Heb. 7:25)

Application
1. In what areas of your life do you need to be reminded that Jesus is praying for 
you?
2. What people around you is the Holy Spirit prompting you to reach out to and 
remind them that Jesus is praying for them?

Prayer: Heavenly Father, I pray that our daily lives will be filled with comforting 
thoughts about our Savior’s eternal intercession on behalf of his beloved ones. 
Strengthen me to turn from myself and my circumstances and gaze at my Savior’s 
love and care. Show me others around me that need to be reminded that you are 
a place of refuge, strength, and rest. Use the Good Friday services and the Easter 
celebrations to point our church to your conquering victory and hope. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.

Suggested Worship Song: Oh How Good It Is

Please read John 12-21 in preparation for Holy Week Services this Week

Today’s Focus: John 17

–Mike Hearon


