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Love | Week 2

FEBRUARY 15

ADORING OUR GOD OF LOVE
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone 
who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love 
does not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed his love 
among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live 
through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and 
sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.

–1 John 4:7-10

Reflection: In the show “This is Us,” the character Randall was abandoned on the 
steps of a fire station the day he was born.  As soon as he was taken to the hospital, 
fate had it that he would cross paths with Jack and Rebecca Pearson.  Rebecca 
had just given birth to Kevin and Kate. Yet, the moment Jack saw baby Randall, 
he was deeply moved and knew in his heart Randall should be his child too. That 
day, Randall became Jack’s son. The Pearsons had their flaws and struggles, like 
any family, but throughout the storyline of the show, you feel the warmth of love 
that daily filled the home, even through the struggles. Jack was a true example of 
a sacrificial father, deeply and daily committed to his family. The fatherly love of 
Jack Pearson would give rise to a remarkable son who not only adored his dad, but 
who loved his family sacrificially in the same way.

Brothers and sisters, we have a heavenly Father who rescued us from our helpless 
estate. He brought us into the welcome and joy of his eternal love. He gave you his 
one and only Son to redeem you. He daily attends your needs. He delights in you 
as his child. You are loved. Nothing can change that. You are his child, and your 
Father rejoices over you in this very moment. With this truth fresh on your heart, 
let us consider how to love one another. 

Application
1. What keeps me from believing God loves me?
2. In what ways, practically, can I love others the way God loved me?

Prayer: O Lord, remind my forgetful heart of your boundless love for me. 
Forgive me for not believing you love me. I repent of trying to earn your love. 
May I rest in the welcome and joy of your Fatherly smile. Thank you for Jesus 
and his atoning sacrifice for my sins. Thank you for calling me your child. I 
adore you. Teach me to love others as you love me.

Suggested Worship Song: God So Loved

–Kirk Sauers
Evening Worship Leader
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FEBRUARY 16

LIVING AS CHILDREN OF GOD
How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should 
be called children of God! And that is what we are. The reason the 
world does not know us is that it did not know him. Dear friends, 
now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been 
made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like 
him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone who has this hope in 
him purifies himself, just as he is pure.

–1 John 3: 1-3

Reflection: Picture a parent-child relationship. What words or images come to 
mind? Perhaps the list would include things like: providing, protecting, caring 
for, forgiving, and loving. If this is what we receive from earthly parents, is 
this not also an illustration for God’s relationship with those he saves? Human 
love, even in its finest moments, can only whisper of the pure and holy love 
we receive from our heavenly Father. As consecrated people, we have already 
been purchased for God’s own possession, meaning we belong to him now. 
As the Scripture says above, we are God’s children now. God calls us to live in 
light of this relationship and to know that we have been chosen and adopted 
into his family.

Application
1. How have you experienced the fatherhood of God personally?
2. In what area(s) of your life are you struggling to see yourself as a child of 
God?

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you that you call me your child. I pray that my 
motivation for living into my consecration would be out of my love for you. 
Help me to see that your love is pure and holy, that it doesn’t come close to 
human love. May I have a heart of celebration, one that is rejoicing because I 
belong to you. In Christ’s name, Amen.
 
Suggested Worship Song: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (Katheryn 
Scott)

–Natalie Cook
Youth Ministry Assistant Director
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FEBRUARY 17

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER DELIGHTS IN US
The Lord your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take 
great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice 
over you with singing.

–Zephaniah 3:17
Reflection: My daughter Jamison is 7 months old. She can’t walk or crawl or use 
words; she is fully dependent on us for everything. Even so, her existence is all I 
need to be filled in abundance with love for her. I sing to her and squeeze her tight 
for big hugs. I seek to make her laugh and try my best to protect and care for her in 
ways that help her know that she is loved. I can’t imagine life without her. Could it 
be this is how God views us? Even as Christians, we have spiritual amnesia, so we 
suppress the idea that we could be recipients of enormous love. Zephaniah 3:17 
screams of this love, and if you are anything like me, it is easier to love others than 
embrace the reality that I could ever be loved. Adoration is when big truths about 
God are made personal. In Zephaniah 3:17 we see enormous truths about God. He 
is the LORD, the covenant-keeping God. He is mighty, he saves, he rejoices gladly, 
he quiets with love and exults with loud singing. Our adoration begins when we 
see those actions in a personal light. We are the undeserving beneficiaries of that 
love, joy, singing, rejoicing and saving. He is LOVING and He is WITH US. God’s 
love for our community is the best motivation for us to consecrate ourselves to 
the Lord, and it is the only source of motivation that will withstand. It endures, 
just as his love endures. 

Application
1. What words come to your heart when you rest in the reality that you are more 
sinful than you could ever imagine YET more loved than you could ever dare 
hope for?
2. How does God’s love enable us to seek the things God loves and flee from the 
things God hates?

Prayer: Heavenly Father, there is no greater feeling in all the world than to know 
that I am fully known and loved by you. Thank you for embracing me despite 
my sin, my failures, my fears, and all my shortcomings. Your grace takes me as I 
am and yet, does not leave me where I am. Help me rest in the security of your 
love and strengthen me to make your love the motivation for living a life wholly 
devoted to you. Jesus, thank you for loving me to the point of dying for my sins. 
Would your love and presence in my life compel me to live for you alone. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.

Suggested Worship Song: How He Loves by David Crowder Band
–Alan Martin

Campus Outreach Augusta, Area Director 
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FEBRUARY 18

LIVING IN THE SPIRIT OF ADOPTION
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not 
receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the 
Spirit of adoption as sons, by who we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself 
bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.

–Romans 8:14-16

Reflection: If you’ve ever played sports on a playground, you might have witnessed 
that one kid always gets picked last. It is never a great feeling to know that you 
aren’t wanted or desired by either team. In a child, this can lead to the development 
of destructive habits and behaviors in order to find the love and approval they are 
seeking from others. We can all relate to a time in our lives where we felt unloved 
or unwanted. However, once we accept Christ, we come to understand that we 
have been loved since the foundation of the world, and in the passage above, we 
see God’s love demonstrated as he pronounces us to be his sons. In ancient times, 
to be a son meant that you were entitled to the inheritance and possessions of 
your father. Not only does this passage tell us that we are God’s children, but Paul 
even says that we are able to call God, “Abba.” The closest translation to this word 
is “Daddy” which shows the level of intimacy that God, a beloved Father, wishes 
to share with us, his beloved children. As we see how much our Heavenly Father 
truly cares for us, it should dissuade us from attempting to return to our former 
life or living out of a “spirit of slavery.” Therefore, let us be reminded that in God’s 
great love he gave us his Spirit, which assures us of being called his children. By 
this, we know that a God-centered love reveals to us that we are loved by the 
Father as his children and promised an eternal inheritance. Isn’t it marvelous to 
know that we are wanted? 

Application
1. Are you living according to a “spirit of slavery” or a “spirit of adoption”?
2. Knowing that you are loved and wanted by the Father, what confidence does 
that give you to walk in his truth? 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, I pray that you would help me see how much you truly 
love me. You called me before the foundation of this world to be a child of yours. 
Lord, help me not be tempted to fall back into my old ways of life because you 
have given me a spirit of adoption. Remind me, O God, that you have given me 
your Spirit which is one of power, love, and self-control. I need your help each day 
to be reminded of that and to live in light of your calling. Thank you for your great 
love, and teach me to love as you do. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Suggested Worship Song: No Longer Slaves
–Sam Ivey

Campus Outreach Augusta, Paine University Director
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FEBRUARY 19

GOD'S UNBREAKABLE, ENDURING LOVE
For I am sure that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

–Romans 8:38-39

Reflection: Have you experienced the pain of separation? Whether seeing 
your child off to her first day of Pre-K or the unexpected loss of a loved 
one, separation is hard. The pain of separation is unavoidable. Money can’t 
prevent it. Neither can education. This harsh reality can be overwhelming. 
However, God has promised his people that nothing can separate us from his 
love in Christ Jesus. Although in every other area of life you may experience 
separation, in this area you will not. At the cross, God displayed his immense 
love for his people. He sent his Son to live the life we could not live and to die 
the death that we deserved. This is powerful. But this is not the full scope of his 
love. Although his love is great, it is also everlasting. Unbreakable. Enduring. 
This truth gives us hope. As believers, we still fail to love others as we should. 
We still fail to be humble. We still fail to obey God perfectly. Although it may 
feel like our failures separate us from God, this truth reminds us that if death 
can’t separate us, then neither can our failures. God’s love is everlasting. In 
this truth, we find hope to live for Him. 

Application
1. When do you fail to believe that God’s love for you is unbreakable?   
2. How does God’s everlasting love give you confidence to live today? 

Prayer: Father, I am humbled by your everlasting love towards me. It is 
undeserved. I am aware of my shortcomings. I am aware of how much I miss 
the mark. Teach me to find rock-solid confidence in your everlasting love. By 
your Spirit, allow this love to motivate me to live a life set apart for your glory 
and for the good of those around me.

Suggested Worship Song: How Deep the Father’s Love for Us (Stuart 
Townend)

–Chris Williams
Director of Young Professionals & Cultural Engagement


