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Colossians 2:2-3 “I want you woven into a tapestry of love, in touch with everything there is 
to know of God. Then you will have minds confident and at rest, focused on Christ, God’s great 
mystery. All the richest treasures of wisdom and knowledge are embedded in that mystery and 
nowhere else. And we’ve been shown the mystery!” (The Message)

Tapestry: A beautiful picture or design formed by weaving multi-colored threads together.

This year I would like us to think of our lives together as a tapestry of an “intergenerational 
faith community” on display. Our values are Declaring God’s Glory, Delighting in God’s 
Grace, Developing Authentic Relationships and Discipling All Nations. As we live out these 
values and go deeper in life together as God’s community, the Apostle Paul says we will 
experience the deep treasures of the wisdom and knowledge of God in Christ, and we will 
become a greater expression of a Christ-centered tapestry.

We introduced these values last August, and I encourage you to download a copy of these 
values and their theological foundations from our website. Throughout the year we will teach 
more about the full implications of these values and how to live them out together as God’s 
family.

January has historically been called “Gospel Priorities” month with a focus on exploring 
how First Pres can become more welcoming to diversity and grow to reflect more and more 
the diversity of heaven. This January our focus is on our new vision and values, however 
we remain committed to growing a diverse church. This commitment can be seen in our 
vision and values. The full expression of God’s call on our lives as his people in our present 
community, the ability to commend the greatness of God in Jesus Christ to all peoples and all 
generations, requires diversity and unity within our body. As we study these values, you will 
see the call for our church family is to reflect the kingdom of God and the heart of our Savior, 
Jesus Christ.

This booklet highlights ministry goals for 2022 designed to help First Pres on its journey to 
becoming “an intergenerational faith community.” We cannot accomplish these goals without 
the active involvement of each member. I ask you to pray and identify specific ways you and 
your family can be involved in these goals, and I challenge you to be intentional in applying 
our values in your daily lives so together we can experience and promote this beautiful 
tapestry of the body of Christ.

May God grant us grace to go forward together for his glory as we seek to build authentic 
Christ-centered community!

Lead Pastor
Mike Hearon
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Our vision is based on Psalm 145:4, “One generation shall commend 
your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts.” This vision 
defines who we are and how we live. It informs the goals that all of 
our efforts and ministries strive to meet.

COMMENDING

PEOPLES &
GENERATIONS

the greatness of God
in Jesus Christ to

OUR VISION
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OUR VALUES

In God’s Grace

God’s Glory

Authentic

All Nations

We understand the grace of God is the central 
message of Scripture, the undeserved gift 
of salvation from God through faith in Jesus 
Christ, and the primary motivation for living 
the Christian life and uniting the people of God.

We believe the Church is to bear 
witness to God’s unconditional 
love through the ordinary means of 
grace believing he will bring about 
extraordinary transformation.

We share our faith in word and 
deed to our neighbors near and 
far, desiring and depending on 
the Spirit’s work to advance 
Christ’s Kingdom in our world.

We aspire to be a church living as God’s 
family and united across all ages, races, 
and socio-economic backgrounds who 
live each for the other and all for Christ.

Relationships
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Care

Grow

Worship

Outreach

After prayerful consideration and in dependence on the Holy Spirit, First Pres 
leadership defined Aspirational Aims to guide our ministry in each of these 
priority areas for 2022. These aims, or goals, will not be realized by our might,
but by God’s power and grace. Join us in praying that God will do a mighty work 
in and through us in 2022.

OUR PRIORITIES

Community
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WORSHIP

We will equip people to understand, engage in, and prioritize 
corporate worship.

Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock 
of our salvation. Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol 

him with music and song. For the Lord is the great God, the great 
King above all gods. Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel 
before the Lord our Maker; for he is our God and we are the people 

of his pasture, the flock under his care.
Psalm 95:1-3, 6-7

Expected Experience
We pray that our weekly corporate worship will be a formative 

and transformative encounter with the triune God for the 
Christian and for the seeker, and that our congregation will make 

attendance at morning and evening worship a central priority. 
The worship liturgy will be prayerfully crafted in submission to 
the Holy Spirit, God-centered, gospel-centered, and faithful to 

the Scriptures. We will continue to work toward being more 
accessible, warm, and inclusive of a diversity of styles.

2022 Aspirational Aim

Biblical Basis
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COMMUNITY

We will develop a path and process to integrate newcomers 
more effectively into the life of the church.

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

Acts 2:42

Expected Experience
First Pres desires to be an intergenerational faith community 

where all people feel welcome, connected, and known. We want 
to be a congregation diverse in ethnicity, age, and stage of life 
and demonstrate what it means to live each for the other and 

all for Christ. To further this end, we will create opportunities to 
build relationships in Sunday School communities, in parishes, 

and through ministry together.

2022 Aspirational Aim

Biblical Basis
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CARE

We will develop a comprehensive counseling ministry that 
expands the formal and informal opportunities for personal 

healing and strengthening of relationships.

A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, 
so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you 

are my disciples, if you love one another. 
John 13:34-35

Expected Experience
First Pres longs to be a community shaped by grace so that the 

broken and discouraged feel safe to move closer to others in 
our fellowship. Care for members and those in our community 
requires a focus of living life from the heart. To cultivate this 

type of community, we will pray for one another and walk 
alongside each other as we deal with the challenges of life in a 
broken world. We long to experience God’s presence, discern 
God’s guidance, and live together in the hope of the gospel.

2022 Aspirational Aim

Biblical Basis
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GROW

We will build a comprehensive discipleship plan for all ages and 
stages to assist members in growth to maturity.

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.

 2 Peter 3:18

Expected Experience
In obedience to the Great Commission, First Pres seeks to 

provide opportunities for people to increase in their knowledge 
of God and become more like Jesus. We will offer Bible studies, 

Sunday School classes, and seminars. Through these means, 
we want to help people identify specific areas for growth, such 

as spiritual gifting, Biblical knowledge, and leadership, foster 
growth in those specific areas, and equip followers of Christ to 

engage in ministry in and through the church.

2022 Aspirational Aim

Biblical Basis
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OUTREACH

We will equip our members for personal evangelism and offer 
opportunities to engage in outreach together as the body of Christ.

But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give 
an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope 

that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect. 
1 Peter 3:15

Expected Experience
We desire for all First Pres members to feel prepared to make a 
defense for the hope that we have, and beyond that, to be eager 

to share our faith with others. We will provide opportunities 
for all members to be actively engaged in outreach together 
to our neighborhoods, community, and the world. We pray 

that through these efforts, we will be known as a church that 
shares our faith while depending on the Spirit’s work to advance 

Christ’s kingdom in our world.

2022 Aspirational Aim

Biblical Basis



Worship

Community

Care

Grow

Outreach

We will equip people to better understand, engage in, and 
prioritize corporate worship.

We will develop a path and process to integrate newcomers 
more effectively into the life of the church.

We will develop a comprehensive counseling ministry 
that expands the formal and informal opportunities for 
personal healing and strengthening of relationships.

We will build a comprehensive discipleship plan for all ages 
and stages to assist members in growth to maturity.

We will equip our members for personal evangelism and 
offer opportunities to engage in outreach together as the 
body of Christ.

2022 ASPIRATIONAL AIMS



Pray about how the Lord can use your unique 
gifts to serve him, his church,  

and our community. 

Download our app and select ‘Serve’ or scan the 
QR code to see current volunteer opportunities.

firstpresaugusta.org


