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When will it end? Will it ever be normal again? How do we return 
to normal when disruption, the unpredictable, insecurity, fear, and 
tension has taken a foothold in our hearts? What can I grab onto 
and anchor my heart with while experiencing the kind of malaise 
that makes me fearful that my inner soul has atrophied? Will I ever 
again be able to be filled with laughter, freedom, joy, and carefree 
living? Will I ever be able to hope again? The year 2020 has planted 
uncertainty firmly in the forefront of our minds and our hearts. What 
do we do or stop doing? What do we look to or look away from? Is 
there a way out of our confusion and insecurity? What do we need? 

More than ever before we need Visitation. The kind of Visitation 
we need is one that reminds us again what our hearts are longing 
for. We are all Longing for Advent. My prayer on the next page is my 
petition to our heavenly Father that this Advent season would give to 
my dear, beloved brothers and sisters bursting joy and unwavering 
hope. I am praying that the goodness of his love, wisdom and power 
will flood your hearts with joy inexpressible.

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art,
Dear Desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

Even so, come quickly Lord Jesus!

Michael K. Hearon
Lead Pastor

LONGING FOR ADVENT
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Sovereign God and Heavenly Father,
I ask for our Savior Jesus’ sake,
by your Holy Spirit sent to save and transform us,
for you to create in your church a sense of hope and expectancy
for Advent 2020 and the year of our Lord 2021.

Give us bursting joy and unwavering hope—so much of your goodness
that we cannot even imagine what you have in store for us.

I pray that your vision for our lives will align our dreams and longings
with great and glorious God-centered hope.
 
Be pleased, our Triune God, to give us, your church,
a glimpse of your glory for the sake of thriving as your children,
for the flourishing of our city, and for the joy and salvation
of the unreached peoples of this world.

May we venture forward together, united by
your love, your power, and your wisdom.

May we depend on your promises more and more and
look more and more to your leadership and
less and less to our control and calculations.

In the powerful name of Jesus, Amen.

—Michael K. Hearon

A PRAYER FOR ADVENT
FOR 2021, AND FOR THE FIRST PRES FAMILY


