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But why did Martin Luther say this was an “epistle of straw”? 
 
Which James? 

• James, the brother of John 
• James the son of Alphaeus 
• James, whose son, Judas (Thaddaeus) was among the Twelve  
• James ‘the brother of the Lord’ 

 
Why is James writing?   

• To help early Jewish Christians how to apply the teachings of Jesus to their life together 
as a community 

• Readers are “hearing” an early “sermon” on several themes from the Sermon on the 
Mount 

 
James Jesus, according to Matthew  
1:2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, 
whenever you face trials of many kinds 

5:11 Blessed are you when people insult you, 
persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against 
you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad… 

1:22-23 Do not merely listen to the word, and 
so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 
Anyone who listens to the word but does not 
do what it says is like a man who looks at his 
face in a mirror… 

7:24, 26 …But everyone who hears these words of 
mine and does not put them into practice is like a 
foolish man who built his house on sand. 

2:18 But someone will say, "You have faith; I 
have deeds." Show me your faith without 
deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I 
do. 19 You believe that there is one God. 
Good! Even the demons believe that--and 
shudder. 

7:21 Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will 
enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does 
the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will 
say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out 
demons and perform many miracles?' 23 Then I will 
tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, 
you evildoers!' 

4:4 You adulterous people, don't you know that 
friendship with the world is hatred toward God? 
Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the 
world becomes an enemy of God. 

6:24 No one can serve two masters. Either he will 
hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted 
to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
both God and Money. 

 
 
 
 



Why do his readers need to hear this?  
• They are experiencing a “severe trial:” poor Christians are being exploited by rich 

outsiders 
• This is leading to favoritism, division, and anger in the church   
• James calls his readers to persevere in their faith, and to repent of any “double-

mindedness” that divides their affections 
 
Chapter(s) Description  
1:1-18 Introduction:  Persevere in Trials 
1:19-21 Core Challenge: How to Escape Double-Mindedness 
1:22-25 Escaping Double-Mindedness by being “Quick to Listen” 
1:26-3:12 Escaping Double-Mindedness by being “Slow to Speak” 
3:13-5:6 Escaping Double-Mindedness by being “Slow to Become Angry” 
5:7-20 Conclusion:  Persevere in Suffering 

 
The problem: mis-hearing James 

• James as the least favorite epistle of Luther 
• James as the “14th epistle of Paul” 
• James as the “5th Gospel” 

 
The goal: hearing James 

• As you read James, listen for the theme of “double-mindedness” 
o a gap between what we say we believe and how we live, showing the danger of divided 

allegiance (1:6; 1:23-24; 2:1-5; 2:26; 3:9; 4:1-4; 5:12) 
• As you read James, listen for reminders of why we need the mercy of the gospel 

o the origin of our sin lies in us (1:14-15; 4:1) 
o if we have broken one of God’s laws, we are as guilty as if we had broken all of them 

(2:9-11) 
o even sins we consider “small” are evidence of an entire person corrupted by the power of 

hell (3:2-6) 
o we sin by leaving undone things we know to be good (4:17) 

• As you read James, listen for promises that maturity as a disciple of Jesus is possible  
o Because God’s generosity is deeper than our need (1:5; 3:17; 5:11) 
o Because God’s grace is greater than our sin (2:13; 4:6-10) 

 
A testimony: hearing James again for the first time 

• I have overlooked, or downplayed, the call to care for the poor, the mistreated, the 
victims of favoritism 

o In the context of 21st century American Christianity, this means asking why our 
churches have not cared better for our Black brothers and sisters  

• This issue has the potential to bring a “severe trial” to our churches—division, 
disagreement, and favoritism. How will we respond?  

• This kind of challenge can discourage us to the point of despair.  What hope do we 
have? 

 
Our hope is in the power of the gospel word that is “planted in us,” which has power to 
save us! 
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