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† Indicates the congregation standing. *Ushers may seat worshipers at this time.

Prelude—Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven ........................................................ arr. K. Hildebrand
                          When Morning Gilds the Skies .....................................................................arr. M. Hayes

†Invocation

†Call to Worship ...............................................................................................from Colossians 3:1–4

Leader:      Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your 
hearts on things above,

All:               where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.

Leader:      Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 
For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ 
in God. 

All:               When Christ who is our life appears, then we also 
will appear with him in glory.

Leader:     The Lord be with you.

All:              And with your spirit.

Leader:     Let us worship God!

The one true God 
graciously invites us into 
his presence to worship 
him in spirit and in truth, 
and we eagerly respond 
in faith. This begins 
a dialogue which will 
continue to the end of the 
service as God initiates 
with us, and we respond 
to him.

*†Hymn of Praise—Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise ...............................LLanfair, Hymn #290
Sung by all

The sanctuary flowers are given this day to the glory of God and in honor of the Class of 2023 
of Westminster Schools of Augusta by the Board of Trustees of Westminster Schools.

*Preparation for Worship— All the Earth Will Sing for Joy ...................................................R. Schram

We invite you to use this 
time to quietly prepare 
your hearts and minds 
for worship.

Sing your praise to the Father;
Serve the Lord with gladness.
Sing your praise to the Father; 
All the earth will sing for joy to the Lord. 

He is the One who has made us;
We are all his children,
He is the One who has made us;
All the earth will sing for joy to the Lord.

For the Lord is good; Faithful he will remain.
His love will forever endure, 
so give thanks to him and praise his name.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
Come into his courts with praise.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving.
All the earth will sing for joy to the Lord.

Canterbury Choir
based on Psalm 100

Stanzas 1, 2, 4



Corporate Confession of Sin

Holy Father, you have told us to love our neighbor as ourselves,
but we have not displayed genuine love to our neighbors whom you created in 
your image; we have not shown them the honor they deserve.  
We are envious of their successes, and we covet their possessions; we grumble 
and complain about our place in life and despise the prosperity of others.
We take pleasure in gossiping about people and in finding fault with them.  
Even in our covenant community, we are critical and accusing instead of believing 
the best about our brothers and sisters in Christ.  
Instead of seeking to live peaceably with others, we are dissentious, judgmental, 
and hateful.  
We choose to repay evil for evil and insult for insult, seeking revenge and holding 
grudges, instead of committing ourselves to God who judges justly.  
Holy Spirit, create in us clean hearts and enable us to love as we have been loved.  
Take away our critical spirits and give us gracious hearts that are peaceful, gentle, 
patient, affirming, and kind.  
As we have received mercy, so may we show mercy.
Through Christ we pray. Amen.

Psalter Lesson ................................................................................................................................Psalm 1
page 528 in the pew Bible

Response 

Leader:     The grass withers, and the flowers fall,

All:              But the Word of our God stands forever.

†Response—A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing

A hymn of glory let us sing!
New songs throughout 
the world shall ring:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Christ, by a road before untrod,
Ascends unto the throne of God.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

“You see him now, ascending high
Up to the portals of the sky.”
Alleluia, alleluia!

“Hereafter Jesus you shall see
Returning in great majesty.”
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

O risen Christ, ascended Lord,
All praise to you let earth accord.
Alleluia, alleluia!
You are, while endless ages run,
With Father and with Spirit one.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Sung by all

†The Confession of Faith ..................................................................................The Apostles’ Creed

Although it was not 
written by the apostles, 
the Apostles’ Creed 
is a concise summary 
of their teachings. It 
originated as a baptismal 
confession, probably 
in the second century, 
and developed into its 
present form by the sixth 
or seventh century.

*suffered separation  
from God

**universal

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended into hell.*  The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic** church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



Personal Confession of Sin

Having confessed our sins, 
the minister declares a 
gospel promise assuring 
that God forgives us 
because Christ has fully 
atoned for all the sins of 
those who truly repent. 
Divine mercy frees us from 
our guilt and shame.

Assurance of Pardoning Grace .................................................................................Isaiah 43:1, 25

But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he 
who formed you, O Israel:
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, 
you are mine.” “I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for 
my own sake, and I will not remember your sins.”

Response—God Our Maker, Give Us Peace .................................................D. Christopherson

God our Maker, give us peace 
In body, mind and soul.
Heal our earth, our homes, our hearts, 
With love that makes us whole.

Christ our Savior, give us peace 
To live each dawning day
For you and for our neighbors, too,
At home and school and play.

Holy Spirit, give us peace 
To make the world a home.
A happy, safe and healthy place
Where joy to all will come.

Canterbury Choir

Almighty God and Loving Father, on this Sunday, as we commemorate the 
Convocation of Sessions of 1973, where the PCA was born, we give you praise 
for the faithful ruling and teaching elders you have raised up to serve your 
Church who were and are true to the Bible, the Reformed faith, and obedient 
to the Great Commission. We give thanks for our Session and ask you to grant 
them wisdom and faithfulness in their leadership. Grant, O Lord, that we remain 
committed to the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, which are a lamp 
to our feet and a light to our path. 

We affirm that the Bible alone is the verbally inspired word of God. It is our only 
rule of faith and practice. Give us a fresh commitment to the Great Commission. 
May we be diligent in making disciples, in baptizing our children and unbaptized 
believers, and in teaching them to obey all that Christ commands us. Lead us as 
we seek to make known to everyone God’s saving grace. 

Give us the willingness to be a church that is Reformed and earnestly evangelical 
as we engage our Jerusalem, Samaria, and the world for the advancement of 
your kingdom and your renown. We pray this for the glory of God alone, as 
we wait for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer

All:               Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

May 21, 2023 has been set aside as a Day of Prayer and Thanksgiving for the PCA to 
celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Convocation of Sessions held in Atlanta on May 
19, 1973, marking one of the significant initial steps that led to the formation of the PCA 
in December of the same year. Our denominational leadership requests that, on this day, 
churches across our denomination will incorporate prayer into their worship that offers:

PRAISE for Christ’s enduring Church

THANKSGIVING for the foundation, rooted in God’s faithfulness, 
that this Convocation of Sessions laid 50 years ago for our continuing church

PRAYER for the PCA



Bob Kauflin

Old Testament Lesson ...................................................................................................... 2 Samuel 20
page 320 in the pew Bible

Response

Leader:      This is the Word of God.

All:               Thanks be to you, O God.

†Hymn of Preparation—O Great God
Sung by all

• Let us know you are a guest
• Find out more about First Pres
• Request prayer

Scan the QR code to:

NEW HERE?

• Online via the app or QR code above
• Text “Give $” followed by the gift amount to 706.550.6813
• Mail checks to 615 Telfair Street, Augusta, Georgia, 30901

Additional Ways to Give

Giving As an Act of Worship

Dismissal of Children:
• 8:30 & 11 a.m. Children in Pre-K through fourth grade exit

With grateful hearts for 
God’s extravagant mercy 
and blessing, we joyfully 
present our offerings to 
the Lord for the ministry 
of our church and 
community.

Leader:     The peace of the Lord be with you always.

All:              And also with you.

Passing of The Peace Having been reminded 
that we have peace with 
God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in response 
to God’s grace, we gladly 
extend the peace of the 
gospel to one another.



Sermon—Two Trumpets ........................................................................................ Dr. Ken McHeard

†Benediction

Postlude —Toccata ................................................................................................................. D. Hegarty

We invite you to join us for worship this evening at 6 p.m. 

Sung by all
†Hymn of Response—Blest Be the Tie that Binds ...................................... Dennis, Hymn #359 

2. A Trumpet Call to Support the King (vv. 9–22)

3. Terrible Trauma (v.3)

1. A Trumpet Call to Division (vv. 1–2, 4–8)

Stanzas 1, 3, 4, 6



First Presbyterian Church

*†Welcome and Call to Worship

May 21, 2023  |  6 p.m.
E V E N I N G  W O R S H I P  S E R V I C E

† Indicates the congregation standing.  *Ushers may seat worshipers at this time.

*†Song—Rise Up, O Church of God

William P. Merrill | William H. Walter | Mike Murphy



Evening Prayers and Offering

*†Song—Hear the Call of the Kingdom

Giving As an Act of Worship

• Online via the app or QR code above
• Text “Give $” followed by the gift amount to 706.550.6813
• Mail checks to 615 Telfair Street, Augusta, Georgia, 30901

Additional Ways to Give

Keith Getty | Kristyn Getty | Stuart Townend



Children in Pre-K through 2nd grade and 5th grade D groups exit.

   1 Timothy 2:1–8
Sermon—Pray For All People ....................................................................Rev. John Fender

page 1177 in the pew Bible

The Lord’s Supper

†Song—Before the Throne of God Above

Charitie Lees Bancroft | Vikki Cook 

Song—Blessed Assurance...................................................................................Hymn #693

Song—Man of Sorrows! What a Name ............................................................Hymn #246



†Benediction

• Let us know you are a guest
• Find out more about First Pres
• Request prayer

Scan the QR code to:
NEW HERE?

†Song—Jesus, I Am Resting, Resting

Jean Sophia Pigott | David Hampton
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