
                 Go, Tell It on the Mountain

Prelude—Variations on In DulcI JubIlo (Good Christian Men, Rejoice)..............D. Bédard

†Invocation

†Call to Worship................................................................................................... Isaiah 9:2, 6–7

Leader:      The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on 
them has light shone.

 
All:              For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 

government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase 
of his government and of peace there will be no end,

Leader :     On the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
to establish and to uphold it with justice 
and righteousness from this time forth and 
forevermore.

All:              The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Leader:     The Lord be with you.

All:              And with your spirit.

Leader:     Let us worship God!

The one true God 
graciously invites us into 
his presence to worship 
him in spirit and in truth, 
and we eagerly respond 
in faith. This begins 
a dialogue which will 
continue to the end of the 
service as God initiates 
with us, and we respond 
to him.

Wayne Hoey, saxophone, and Andy Reid, piano

Dr. Leigh Fleury, organ

Wayne Hoey, saxophone, and Andy Reid, piano
*Preparation for Worship—We Three Kings

We invite you to use this 
time to quietly prepare 
your hearts and minds 
for worship.

* Ushers may seat worshipers at this time.  † Indicates the congregation standing.

*†Hymn of Praise—While Shepherds Watched their Flocks by Night .................chrIstmas

hymn #223, Verses #1–3, 6Sung by all



Response—Infant Holy, Infant Lowly ......................................... W ZlobIe leZy, hymn #216

†The Confession of Faith ...................................................The Belgic Confession, Article 13

We confess that God fulfilled the promise made to the early fathers and 
mothers by the mouth of the holy prophets when he sent the only and eternal 
Son of God into the world at the time appointed.

The Son took the “form of a slave” and was made in “human form,”
truly assuming a real human nature, with all its weaknesses, except for sin;
being conceived in the womb of the blessed virgin Mary
by the power of the Holy Spirit, without male participation.

And Christ not only assumed human nature as far as the body is concerned
but also a real human soul, in order to be a real human being.
For since the soul had been lost as well as the body, Christ had to assume them 
both to save them both together.

Therefore we confess that Christ shared the very flesh and blood of children;
being the fruit of the loins of David according to the flesh,
descended from David according to the flesh; the fruit of the womb of the 
virgin Mary; born of a woman; the seed of David; the root of Jesse;
descended from Judah, having descended from the Jews according to the flesh;
descended from Abraham—having assumed descent from Abraham and Sarah,
and was made like his brothers and sisters, yet without sin.
In this way Christ is truly our Immanuel—that is: “God with us.”

Infant holy, infant lowly,
For his bed a cattle stall;
Oxen lowing, little knowing
Christ, the babe, is Lord of all.
Swift are winging angels singing,
Noels ringing, tidings bringing:
Christ the babe is Lord of all.
Christ the babe is Lord of all!

Flocks were sleeping: 
Shepherds keeping
Vigil till the morning new
Saw the glory, heard the story,
Tidings of a gospel true.
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow,
Praises voicing, greet the morrow:
Christ the babe was born for you.
Christ the babe was born for you.

Old Testament Lesson .......................................................................................   Isaiah 49:1–7
page 724 in the pew Bible

Response
Leader:    The grass withers and the flowers fall,

All:           But the Word of our God stands forever.



Assurance of Pardoning Grace .............................................................................Matthew 1:21
She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name 
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.

Having confessed our 
sins, the minister declares 
a gospel promise assuring 
that God forgives us 
because Christ has fully 
atoned for all the sins of 
those who truly repent. 
Divine mercy frees us 
from our guilt and shame.

Then let us all with one accord 
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord 
That hath made heaven and earth of naught 
And with his blood our souls he hath bought 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
Born is the King of Israel

Response—The First Noel

Personal Confession of Sin (Please kneel if able to do so.)

Corporate Confession of Sin
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
You have sent your Son to us, the manifestation of God, full of grace and truth.
We have been called to behold the glory of Christ, reflect the beauty of Christ, 
and bear witness to the light of Christ.  
But, we confess with deep sorrow that we have sought our own glory. 

We have veiled the glory of Christ and obscured the light of Christ 
by our unfaithfulness, worldliness, and selfishness.  
Because we have failed to believe the gospel,  we have not displayed truth and grace 
or shared truth and grace with others. 

Grant us the gift of repentance that we might faithfully worship the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world, and honor him with our lives.  
Through Jesus Christ we pray, Amen.

                                                                     From John 1

All:             Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom   
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer



*†Hymn of Preparation—Thou Who Wast Rich Beyond All Splendor .....Quelle est cette

hymn #230Sung by all

Leader:    The peace of the Lord be with you always.

All:            And also with you.

*Passing of The Peace Having been reminded 
that we have peace with 
God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in response 
to God’s grace, we gladly 
extend the peace of the 
gospel to one another.

• Let us know you are a guest
• Find out more about First Pres
• Request prayer

Scan the QR code to:
NEW HERE?

• Online via the app or QR code above
• Text “Give $” followed by the gift amount to 706.550.6813
• Mail checks to 615 Telfair Street, Augusta, Georgia, 30901

Additional Ways to Give

Giving As an Act of Worship

No Dismissal of Children:
• 8:30 and 11 a.m. Children in Pre-K through 4th grade remain in the service.

With grateful hearts for 
God’s extravagant mercy 
and blessing, we joyfully 
present our offerings to 
the Lord for the ministry 
of our church and 
community.

New Testament Lesson ........................................................................................  Luke 2:8–14
page 1018 in the pew Bible

Response
Leader:     This is the Word of God.

All:             Thanks be to you, O God.



†Benediction

Postlude — Fantasia on In DulcI JubIlo .......................................................................J. S. Bach

*†Hymn of Response— Good Christian Men, Rejoice .................... In DulcI JubIlo, hymn #207
Sung by all

Sermon—Good News of Great Joy ...........................................................Dr. Ken McHeard

1. Good News

2. Great Joy

3. Glory to God and Peace

There will be no worship service this evening, in order to allow 
more time to celebrate with family and friends.

Happy New Year!
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