
Prelude—Angels We Have Heard on High ...........................................................arr. M. Hayes

                  Hark! the Herald Angels Sing ...................................................................arr. J. Raney

†Call to Worship..................................................................................................... Luke 2:10–14

Leader:      The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring 
you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people.

 
All:              Today in the town of David a Savior has been born 

to you; he is Christ the Lord. 

Leader:      This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

All:              Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 
men on whom his favor rests.” 

Leader:     The Lord be with you. 

All:              And with your spirit. 

Leader:     Let us worship God!

The one true God 
graciously invites us into 
his presence to worship 
him in spirit and in truth, 
and we eagerly respond 
in faith. This begins 
a dialogue which will 
continue to the end of the 
service as God initiates 
with us, and we respond 
to him.

Jolene Long, piano

Leigh Fleury and Andy Reid, piano duet

Mac Threadgill

*†Hymn of Praise—Joy to the World ..............................................................Antioch, hymn #195
Sung by all

†Invocation

†The Confession of Faith .....................Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 8, 1-2

1. In his eternal purpose it pleased God 
         to choose and ordain the Lord Jesus, his only begotten Son, 
         to be the mediator between God and man. 
         Jesus is the prophet, priest, and king, the head and savior of his church, 

the heir of all things, and judge of the world. 
         From all eternity God gave him a people to be his seed and to be in time 

redeemed, called, justified, sanctified, and glorified by him.

2.  The Son of God, the second person of the Trinity, 
         is truly the eternal God, of one substance and equal with the Father.
         In the fullness of time he took on himself the nature of man, 
         with all the essential qualities and ordinary frailties of man—
         except that he was sinless. 
          Jesus was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit in the womb of the 

Virgin Mary out of her substance. 
         These two complete, perfect, and distinct natures, 
         the Godhead and the manhood, were inseparably joined together 
         in the one person of Jesus without being altered, disunited or jumbled.
         The person Jesus is truly God and truly man, yet one Christ, the only
         mediator between God and man.



Scripture Reading ........................................................................................... Mathew 1:18–24
Henry Joseph

Scripture Reading ........................................................................................... Isaiah 9:2–3, 6–7
Emory Kate Glass

The Carol—Welcome to Our World .................................................................arr. L. Larson

Tears are falling, hearts are breaking
How we need to hear from God
You’ve been promised, we’ve been waiting
Welcome, Holy Child 

Hope that you don’t mind our manger
How I wish we could have known
But long-awaited Holy Stranger
Make yourself at home
Please make yourself at home

Bring your peace into our violence
Bid our hungry souls be filled
Word now breaking Heaven’s silence
Welcome to our world 

Fragile finger sent to heal us
Tender brow prepared for thorn
Tiny heart whose blood will save us
Unto us is born 

So wrap our injured flesh around you
Breathe our air and walk our sod
Rob our sin and make us holy
Perfect Son of God
Welcome to our world

Clara Fleury, Joy Hedges, Hannah Price, Julia Wessner, Ella Wessner

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.
You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide 
the spoil.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne 
of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, 
resolved to divorce her quietly. 
But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God 
with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him.



†The Carol—On Christmas Night .................................................SuSSex cArol, hymn #227
Sung by all

Scripture Reading ........................................................................................... John 1:1–5, 9–14
Betts Turner

Scripture Reading ................................................................................................. Luke 1:26–35
Madeline Lovekamp

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
And the virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, 
the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern 
what sort of greeting this might be. 
And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God 
will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the 
Son of God.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was 
not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came 
to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.



Scripture Reading ..............................................................................................Galatians 4:3–7
Graham Hoover

Moment of Greeting

†The Carol—Once In Royal David’s City .................................................... irby, hymn #225
Verses #1, 2, 4, 5Sung by all

In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary 
principles of the world. But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, 
born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we 
might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his 
Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if 
a son, then an heir through God.

• Let us know you are a guest
• Find out more about First Pres
• Request prayer

Scan the QR code to:
NEW HERE?

• Online via the app or QR code above
• Text “Give $” followed by the gift amount to 706.550.6813
• Mail checks to 615 Telfair Street, Augusta, Georgia, 30901

Additional Ways to Give

Giving As an Act of Worship With grateful hearts for 
God’s extravagant mercy 
and blessing, we joyfully 
present our offerings to 
the Lord for the ministry 
of our church and 
community.

Pastoral Prayer and Offering

No Dismissal of Children:
• 8:30 and 11 a.m. Children in Pre-K through 4th grade remain in the service.



There will be no worship service this evening, in order to allow 
more time to celebrate with family and friends.

Merry Christmas!

†Benediction

Postlude —Ding Dong! Merrily on High ..............................................................arr. J. Raney

*†Hymn of Response—Go, Tell It on the Mountain .................................Go tell it, hymn #224
Sung by all

3. How the Story Spreads

1. What the Story Is

2. What the Story Does

Homily—The Gift of Story ........................................................................Dr. Michael Hearon



Verses 1–2 before The Lord’s Supper
Verse 3 after The Lord’s Supper
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