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FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND CAROLS:
"From Darkness to Light"
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†The Call to Worship

Beloved in Christ, at this Christmastide let it be our care and delight to hear 
again the message of the angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto 

Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in the 
manger. 

Therefore let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of 
God from the first days of our disobedience until the glorious redemption brought 
us by this Holy Child.

But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world: for peace on earth and 
goodwill among all his people, for unity and brotherhood within the Church he 
came to build, and especially in our own community.

And because this would rejoice his heart, let us remember in his name the poor 
and helpless, the cold, the hungry, and the oppressed, the sick and those who 
mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and the little children; all those who 
know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his 
heart of love.

Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another 
shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no man can number, whose 
hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom in the Lord Jesus we are one 
forevermore. 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven in the 
words which Christ himself has taught us:

Instrumental on Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence .................... arr. B. Harlan & W. Ramsay 

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence ....................17th Century French Carol, arr. B. Harlan
Chancel and Youth Choirs

The Processional

The Opening Carol

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing worldly minded, for with blessing in his hand
Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand.

At his feet the six-winged seraph; cherubim with watchful eye,
Veil their faces to his presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry,
"Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Lord most high!"
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†The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

The Carol
Once in Royal David’s City .................................................. H. Gauntlett, arr. D. Funderburk

Combined Choirs and Congregation (on 4th Stanza)
Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 

He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, 
And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall: 
With the poor, and mean, and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy. 

Jesus is our childhood’s pattern; day by day, like us he grew. 
He was little, weak, and helpless; tears and smiles like us he knew; 
And he feeleth for our sadness, and he shareth in our gladness. 

†And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love; 
For that child, so dear and gentle, is our Lord in heaven above. 
And he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.

Alleluia, alleluia, amen!

(Congregation Sings)
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The Carol
O Little Town of Bethlehem ............................................................... L. Redner, arr. B. Harlan

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond'ring love.
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth!

O holy Child of Bethlehem! Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today!
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!

Chancel Choir

The First Lesson ................................................................ Micah 5:2–5; Isaiah 9:2,6–7
Nick Sorenson

B ut you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans 
of Judah,  from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give 
them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of 
his brothers shall return to the poeple of Israel. And he shall stand and shepherd 
his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his 
God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the 
earth. And he shall be their peace. 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in 
a land of deep darkness on them has light shone. For to us a child is born, to us a 
son is given, and the government shall be upon his shoulders. And his name shall 
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end, on the throne 
of David and over his kingdom, to establish and to uphold it with justice and 
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts 
will do this.

All: Thanks be to God.
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The Second Lesson ......................................................................................... Luke 2:1–7
Abigail Jones

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the 
city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and 
lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 
And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

All: Thanks be to God.

The Carol
Silent Night...........................................................................................F. Gruber, arr. S. Kirchner

Chancel Choir

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
'Round yon virgin mother and child! Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light,
Radiant, beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord at thy birth, Jesus, Lord at thy birth.

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light.
With the angels let us sing "Alleluia" to our King,
"Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born."
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The Carol
Glory to God ...........................G. F. Handel, H. Smart, and F. Mendelssohn, arr. B. Harlan

Glory to God! Glory to God in the highest!

Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation's story now proclaim Messiah's birth:
Come and worship, come and worship; worship Christ the newborn King.

Hark, the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild; God and sinners reconciled."
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies;
With angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Hark, the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King; 

Saints before the alter bending, watching long in hope and fear, 
Suddenly the Lord, descending in his temple shall appear:
Come and worship, come and worship; worship Christ the newborn King.

Chancel Choir

The Third Lesson ...........................................................................................Luke 2:8–14

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And 
the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy 
that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

All: Thanks be to God. 

Dave Jackson
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The Fourth Lesson .............................................................................. John 1:14, 16–18

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. For from his 

fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; 
the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known.

All: Thanks be to God. 

†The Carol
O Come, All Ye Faithful ....................................................................Adeste FideLis, Hymn #208

Choirs and Congregation

The Fifth Lesson .......................................................................................... Luke 2:15–20

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when 
they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning 
this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 
But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them.

All: Thanks be to God. 

Ansley Pantsari

Charles Coleman
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The Carol
Jesus, Joy of Highest Heaven ..........................................................K. Getty, arr. P. Campbell

Jesus, joy of the highest heaven, born as a little baby under a wondrous star. 
Like us, crying he takes his first breath
Held by his mother, helpless close to her beating heart.
Jesus, laid in a lowly manger, facing a world of dangers,
Come to turn me a stranger into a child of God.

Jesus, King of the highest heaven learning to take his first steps,
That he might bring us life.
Like us, knowing our smiles and sorrows, he showed the way to follow,
A way that is true and right.
Jesus, take away every darkness, steady my simple footsteps
That I might in your goodness live as a child of God.

The Sixth Lesson .................................................................................... Matthew 2:1–11

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the 
king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where 

is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and 
have come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, 
and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 
And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the 
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what 
time the star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 
search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that 
I too may come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their 
way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until 
it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house, they saw the child 
with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their 
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.

All: Thanks be to God.

Children are dismissed at this time.

Children in Pre-K through second grade exit immediately after.

Elena Boone

Canterbury Choir
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The Carol
Three Kings Came Riding from Afar ............... 19th Century English Carol, arr. B. Harlan

Three kings came riding from afar, a promise to behold. 
They knew the brilliant, shining star a royal birth foretold.
They carried with them gifts of frankincense and myrrh and gold
To welcome the Savior of all, Savior of all, to welcome the Savior of all.

The star that led them on their quest before them beckoned bright. 
It moved across the eastern sky to guide them day and night, 
Until it stopped at Bethelehem and shined its holy light,
To welcome the Savior of all, Savior of all, to welcome the Savior of all.

The wise and weary men were glad the child at last to see.
They humbly offered him their gifts, these kings on bended knee.
They must have somehow understood the blessing it would be
To welcome the Savior of all, Savior of all, to welcome the Savior of all.

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 
participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by 

being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 
mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others 
more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, 
which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not 
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the 
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the 
name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

All: Thanks be to God. 

The Seventh Lesson .......................................................................... Philippians 2:1–11
Paul Valerio

Chancel Choir
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The Carol
Jesus, What a Wonderful Child .........................................Traditional Spiritual, arr. J. Raney

Jesus, Jesus, O what a wonderful Child. Jesus, Jesus, so lowly, meek and mild.
New life, new hope, new joy he brings, won't you listen to the angels sing,
"Glory, glory, glory" to the newborn King!

He was herald by the angels; born in a lowly manger. 
The virgin Mary was his mother and Joseph was his earthly father.
Three wise men came from afar; they were guided by a shining star 
To see King Jesus where he lay in a manger filled with hay.

Jesus, my Jesus, O Lord, what a wonderful Child. 
O, Jesus, my Jesus, the babe so lowly, meek and mild.
New life, new hope, new joy he brings, won't you listen to the angels sing,
They're singing, "Glory, glory, glory" to the newborn King!

Amen, Amen. See the little baby lying in a manger. 
Amen, Amen, Amen. What did they call him? They named him King Jesus.

Jesus, my Jesus, O Lord! What a wonderful Child. Jesus, holy Jesus, 
The babe so lowly, meek and mild. 
New life, new hope, new joy he brings, won't you listen to the angels sing,
"Glory, glory, glory" to the newborn King! Jesus, what a wonderful Child!

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing .........................................................mendeLssoHn, Hymn #208
Combined Choirs and Congregation

†The Carol

†The Benediction

May he, who by his incarnation gathered into one thing earthly and heavenly, 
fill you with the sweetness of inward peace and goodwill; and the blessing 

of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be upon you and remain 
with you always. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer and Evening Offering

• Online via the First Presbyterian Augusta app
• Text “Give $” followed by the gift amount to 706.550.6813
• Mail checks to 615 Telfair Street, Augusta, Georgia, 30901

Ways to Give

Chancel Choir



11

We bring his light to all the world on Christmas day, on Christmas day,
We bring his light to all the world on Christmas day in the morning.
And hope will shine forevermore on Christmas day, on Christmas day,
And hope will shine forevermore on Christmas day in the morning.
We bring his light to all the world on Christmas day in the morning!

Joy to the world, the Lord is come; let earth receive her King.
Let every heart prepare him room, and heav'n and nature sing, 
and heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, 
And wonders, wonders of his love.

We bring his light to all the world, on Christmas day in the morning!

The Response
We Bring His Light .............................Traditional English Carol, G. F. Handel, arr. B. Harlan

Chancel and Youth Choirs

The Orchestra 

Dr. W. Leigh Fleury, Director, Chancel and Youth Choirs
Melissa Schultz, Director, Canterbury Choir

Ryan Kho, violin 1, concertmaster
Jonathan Aceto, violin 1
Amanda Igo, violin 1
Michelle Mills, violin 1
Angela Shaw, violin 2
Carl Purdy, viola
Arthur Ross, viola
Christine Crookall, cello
Sara Neal Lokey, contrabass
Erin Montgomery, flute 1
Lara Brinson, flute 2

Kelly Odell, oboe
Katie Bennett, bassoon
Fabio Mann, trumpet 1
Joseph Workman, trumpet 2
Blake Allen, horn
Steve Pruitt, trombone
Rudy Volkmann, tuba
Les Reagan, piano
Kevin Baggott, percussion
Jonathan Harper, percussion

Congregation

†
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Advent at First Pres

Our Christmas Eve Candlelight Services will include traditional Christmas carols, 
special music, and a message from Pastor Franks. 

Nurseries open at 2:30 and 4:30 p.m.

On Christmas morning, our church family will gather together for one service. 
This unique service will be filled with Christmas carols, Scripture readings from 

children and youth, and a homily from Pastor Mike Hearon.
Feel free to come casual. Our desire is for this service to be relaxed, simple, 

accessible, and encouraging to your family. 
Come join your church family as we begin Christmas day in worship and 

celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ!

December 18 | 6 p.m.

December 24 | 3 & 5 p.m.

December 25 | 10 a.m..

Songs of Advent 
with Telfair Collective

Christmas Eve Services

Christmas Day

706.262.8900 • firstpresaugusta.org

This special Christmas service will incorporate music from the Telfair Collective, 
a devotion, and communion.


