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Unto Us a Son is Given
Son of Love



Prelude—Christmas Carol Medley 

†Invocation

†Call to Worship.............................................................................Galatians 4:4–7; John 3:16

Leader:      When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth 
his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to 
redeem those who were under the law, so that we 
might receive adoption as sons. And because you 
are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer 
a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through 
God. 

 
All:              For God so loved the world that he gave his only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.

Leader:      The Lord be with you.

All:               And with your spirit.

Leader:      Let us worship God!

The one true God 
graciously invites us into 
his presence to worship 
him in spirit and in truth, 
and we eagerly respond 
in faith. This begins 
a dialogue which will 
continue to the end of the 
service as God initiates 
with us, and we respond 
to him.
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*Preparation for Worship—Light Up the Merry Nights, Nearby Star We invite you to use this 

time to quietly prepare 
your hearts and minds 
for worship.

* Ushers may seat worshipers at this time.  † Indicates the congregation standing.

*†Hymn of Praise—Angels, from the Realms of Glory ........... Regent SquaRe, Hymn #218
Verses #1, 2, 4, 5Sung by all

Light up the merry nights, nearby star
O You who came from afar to spread goodness to creation

O heaven rain songs and peace on us
O heaven rain songs and peace on us

They told me a wondrous story; earth cried its eyes out.
Tell the earth Jesus has come.

O heaven rain songs and peace on us
O heaven rain songs and peace on us



Personal Confession of Sin (Please kneel if able to do so.)

Assurance of Pardoning Grace ...........................................................................from Romans 8
What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for 
us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, 
but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, 
graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge against 
those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. Who then 
is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more 
than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and 
is also interceding for us.

Having confessed our 
sins, the minister declares 
a gospel promise assuring 
that God forgives us 
because Christ has fully 
atoned for all the sins of 
those who truly repent. 
Divine mercy frees us 
from our guilt and shame.

Corporate Confession of Sin

Almighty God, we love you and praise you for sending Christ Jesus into the 
world to save us from our sins. 
Because your only son took on human flesh in order to live and die in our 
place, we yearn to hate and forsake our many sins which displease you. Give 
us grace to please you in thought, word, and deed. Please forgive us for our 
sins of selfishness, greed, pride, materialism, discontentment, impurity, and 
lust. Dispel the darkness of our hearts, and make us holy to serve you and 
reflect your glory in this world. 
You, O God are light and in you there is no darkness at all. Forgive us for 
practicing and tolerating the deeds of darkness. Dwell in our hearts by your 
Spirit that we might live according to the light of your Word and shine forth 
the light of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Through his name we pray. Amen.

Advent Candle Lighting and Scripture Reading (Love)

8:30 a.m. ..................................................................................................The Martin Family
Erica & Alan; Jamison, Benjamin

11 a.m. ..................................................................................................... The Brown Family
Ashley & Todd; Lexi, Carson, Colson, Connor, Abigail

Response—Silent Night .....................................................................Stille nacHt Hymn #210

Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, Love’s pure light. 
Radiant beams from thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Sung by all



All:             Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom   
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer

Leader:     The peace of the Lord be with you always.

All:              And also with you.

*Passing of The Peace Having been reminded 
that we have peace with 
God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in response 
to God’s grace, we gladly 
extend the peace of the 
gospel to one another.

• Let us know you are a guest
• Find out more about First Pres
• Request prayer

Scan the QR code to:
NEW HERE?

Response to Assurance of Pardoning Grace...........................quelle eSt cette, Hymn #230

• Online via the app or QR code above
• Text “Give $” followed by the gift amount to 706.550.6813
• Mail checks to 615 Telfair Street, Augusta, Georgia, 30901

Additional Ways to Give

Giving As an Act of Worship

Dismissal of Children:
• 8:30 and 11 a.m. Children in Pre-K through 4th grade exit for catechism.

With grateful hearts for 
God’s extravagant mercy 
and blessing, we joyfully 
present our offerings to 
the Lord for the ministry 
of our church and 
community.



Response 
Leader:     This is the Word of God.
All:              Thanks be to you, O God.

New Testament Lesson ....................................................................................  1 John 4:7–21
page 1212 in the pew Bible

*†Hymn of Preparation—My Savior Left His Throne Above
Sung by all

CCLI Song #7056910 | Julie Anne Vargas | Zachary Hicks



We invite you to join us for our Evensong Lessons and Carols 
this evening at 4:30 & 6:30 p.m. 

featuring the Chancel, Youth, and Canterbury Choirs, accompanied by a full orchestra.

†Benediction

Postlude — Toccata sur Il Est Né, le Divin Enfant ................................................ D. Bédard

*†Hymn of Response—What Child Is This .............................................gReenSleeveS, Hymn #213
Sung by all

Sermon—Love Incarnate ...............................................................................Rev. John Franks

1. Remember God’s Love

2. Rest in God’s Love 

Response—God Sent His Son ...........................................................................................FaiRuz

God sent his son Jesus as light to people,
He was hid in the womb of the Virgin Mary, and became man.
His star shined in Persia to bring peace and lit the way for the Magi
So they honored him with gifts.
Halel, Halel, Hallelujah
 
Glory be to the One who appeared through his mother as man
Uniting the two natures and two wills in one person.
We offer our thanks to you, to the Father, and to the Holy Spirit
Three persons in one undivided God.
Halel, Halel, Hallelujah
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3. Reciprocate God’s Love 


