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Unto Us a Son is Given
Son of Peace



Prelude—When at Christmas God was Born......................................................L. C. D’Aquin
                 Ding Dong! Merrily on High................................................................... arr. J. Raney

†Invocation

†Call to Worship................................................................................................... Isaiah 9:2, 6–7

Leader:      The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on 
them has light shone.

 
All:              For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 

government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase 
of his government and of peace there will be no end,

Leader :     On the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
to establish and to uphold it with justice 
and righteousness from this time forth and 
forevermore.

All:              The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Leader:      The Lord be with you.

All:                And with your spirit.

Leader:      Let us worship God!

The one true God 
graciously invites us into 
his presence to worship 
him in spirit and in truth, 
and we eagerly respond 
in faith. This begins 
a dialogue which will 
continue to the end of the 
service as God initiates 
with us, and we respond 
to him.

Chancel Choir
*Preparation for Worship—Silent Night ..........................................................arr. S. Kirchner

We invite you to use this 
time to quietly prepare 
your hearts and minds 
for worship.

* Ushers may seat worshipers at this time.  † Indicates the congregation standing.

*†Hymn of Praise—Hark! the Herald Angels Sing ..................... Mendelssohn, hyMn #203
Sung by all

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright
’Round yon virgin mother and child!
Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light,
Radiant beams from thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord at thy birth.

Silent night, holy night! 
Wondrous star, 
Lend thy light.
With the angels let us sing 
“Alleluia” to our King,
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born.



Personal Confession of Sin (Please kneel if able to do so.)

Corporate Confession of Sin

Eternal God,
You have rescued us from deep darkness and brought us into your glorious light. 
We were trapped in spiritual blindness and spiritual death. But now, because 
your son has been born and given to us, we have eternal joy, peace, and security.
Right now and forever you reign in glory, majesty, compassion, power, 
and justice. All kings, rulers, governments, and powers are pawns in your 
omnipotent hands.
Yet, we refuse to believe that you are the Eternal King, almighty God, tender 
Shepherd, and good Father. We stress over world events. We fret over our 
circumstances. We are afraid. We fail to abide in the shalom you provide, and 
we fail to live at peace with one another.
Forgive us for our unbelief. Forgive us for our worry. Forgive us for our attempts 
to control. Forgive us for our small view of you.
Forgive us for our misplaced trust in gods who cannot save or provide.
Cause us to rejoice in the salvation that is ours in Jesus Christ, God with us. Give 
us the gift of faith, and cause us to rest in your great power, goodness, wisdom, 
and grace. Amen. 

from Isaiah 9

Advent Candle Lighting and Scripture Reading (Peace)

8:30 a.m. .................................................................................................The Brower Family
Shawn & Shawn

11 a.m. .....................................................................................................The Dalton Family
Zach & Mackenzie; Nina

Response—O Little Town of Bethlehem ............................................. st. louis, hyMn #201

O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary,
And, gathered all above
While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wond’ring love.
O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the King
And peace to men on earth.

Sung by all



Assurance of Pardoning Grace ........................................................................ Jeremiah 33:8–9
I will cleanse them from all the guilt of their sin against me, and I 
will forgive all the guilt of their sin and rebellion against me. And 
this city shall be to me a name of joy, a praise and a glory before 
all the nations of the earth who shall hear of all the good that I do 
for them. They shall fear and tremble because of all the good and 
all the prosperity I provide for it.v

Having confessed our 
sins, the minister declares 
a gospel promise assuring 
that God forgives us 
because Christ has fully 
atoned for all the sins of 
those who truly repent. 
Divine mercy frees us 
from our guilt and shame.

All:             Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom   
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer

Leader:    The peace of the Lord be with you always.

All:            And also with you.

*Passing of The Peace Having been reminded 
that we have peace with 
God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in response 
to God’s grace, we gladly 
extend the peace of the 
gospel to one another.

• Let us know you are a guest
• Find out more about First Pres
• Request prayer

Scan the QR code to:
NEW HERE?

Good Christian men, rejoice, 
With heart and soul and voice;
Now ye hear of endless bliss: 
Jesus Christ was born for this!
He hath opened heaven’s door, 
And man is blessed forevermore.
Christ was born for this! 
Christ was born for this!
Good Christian men, rejoice, 

With heart and soul and voice;
Now ye need not fear the grave: 
Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all
to gain his everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save! 
Christ was born to save!

Response to Assurance of Pardoning Grace...........................in dulci Jubilo, hyMn #207

• Online via the app or QR code above
• Text “Give $” followed by the gift amount to 706.550.6813
• Mail checks to 615 Telfair Street, Augusta, Georgia, 30901

Additional Ways to Give

Giving As an Act of Worship

Dismissal of Children:
• 8:30 and 11 a.m. Children in Pre-K through 4th grade exit for catechism.

With grateful hearts for 
God’s extravagant mercy 
and blessing, we joyfully 
present our offerings to 
the Lord for the ministry 
of our church and 
community.



Response 
Leader:    This is the Word of God.
All:            Thanks be to you, O God.

Old and New Testament Lesson ..................   Isaiah 32:1–2, 16–18; Ephesians 2:14–22
pages 704, 705, and 1160 in the pew Bible

Sermon—Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace .............................................Dr. Ken McHeard

*†Hymn of Preparation—It Came Upon the Midnight Clear ...............carol, hyMn #200
Verses #1, 2, 4Sung by all

1. Peace Defined (Isaiah 32:1–2, 16-17a)

2. Righteousness and Peace (Isaiah 32:17b–18)

3. Christ is our Peace (Ephesians 2:14–18)



We invite you to join us for our annual Love Gift Celebration 
this evening at 6 p.m. 

†Benediction

Postlude — Toccata on Hark! the Herald Angels Sing .......................................... G. Macchia

*†Hymn of Response—While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks  .......christMas, hyMn #223
Verses #1, 2, 3, 5Sung by all

George Weissel, 1642 | Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789

The Lord’s Supper

Response—Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates ....................................................... truro


