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Unto Us a Son is Given
Son of Hope



Prelude—Savior of the Nations, Come .................................................................................... J. S. Bach
                 Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne .................................................................... arr. M. Thompson

†Invocation

†Call to Worship ...................................................................................................................... Psalm 100

Leader:       Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the 
Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.

 
All:                Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, 

and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his 
pasture.

Leader :      Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with 
praise; give thanks to him and praise his name.

All:                For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; 
his faithfulness continues through all generations.

Leader:      The Lord be with you.

All:                And with your spirit.

Leader:      Let us worship God!

The one true God 
graciously invites us into 
his presence to worship 
him in spirit and in truth, 
and we eagerly respond 
in faith. This begins 
a dialogue which will 
continue to the end of the 
service as God initiates 
with us, and we respond 
to him.

Kendrick Williams, Baritone
*Preparation for Worship—I Wonder As I Wander .................................J. J. Niles, L. Horton 

We invite you to use this 
time to quietly prepare 
your hearts and minds 
for worship.

* Ushers may seat worshipers at this time.  † Indicates the congregation standing.

*†Hymn of Praise—O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ........................Veni emmanueL, Hymn #194
Sung by all

I wonder as I wander, out under the sky,
How Jesus the Savior did come for to die
For poor on’ry people like you and like I
I wonder as I wander out under the sky.

When Mary birthed Jesus,
’Twas in a cow’s stall,
With wise men and farmers 
And shepherds and all.
But high from God’s heaven
A star’s light did fall,
And the promise of ages 
It then did recall.

If Jesus had wanted 
For any wee thing,
A star in the sky, 
Or a bird on the wing,
Or all of God’s angels 
In heaven for to sing,
He surely could have it, 
’Cause he was the King.

I wonder as I wander, out under the sky,
How Jesus the Savior did come for to die
For poor on’ry people like you and like I
I wonder as I wander out under the sky.



Personal Confession of Sin (Please kneel if able to do so.)

Corporate Confession of Sin

God of Grace and Truth,
In Jesus Christ, you came among us as light shining in darkness. 
We confess that we have not welcomed your great light, or trusted good news 
to be good. 
We continue to walk in darkness. We have failed to be your agents of peace on earth. 
We have resisted your mighty rule in our lives. 
We have been reluctant to glorify and praise you for becoming God with us. 
We have closed our eyes to your glory in our midst, expecting little, and hoping 
for less. 
Forgive our doubt, and renew our hope; cause us to receive your light and share 
your light, so that we may receive the fullness of your grace, and bring glory to 
Christ the Lord. Amen.

Advent Candle Lighting and Scripture Reading (Hope)

8:30 a.m. .............................................................................................................. The Niday Family
Luke & Tina, Emily, Mary Davis, Kate, Rosie

11 a.m. .................................................................................................................The Senter Family
Chrystal, Addie Lane, Lillie, Henry, Bella

Response—Infant Holy, Infant Lowly ............................................... W ZLobie LeZy, Hymn #216

Infant holy, infant lowly,
For his bed a cattle stall;
Oxen lowing, little knowing
Christ the babe is Lord of all.
Swift are winging angels singing,
Noels ringing, tidings bringing:
Christ the babe is Lord of all!
Christ the babe is Lord of all!

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping
Vigil till the morning new
Saw the glory, heard the story,
Tidings of a gospel true.
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow,
Praises voicing, greet the morrow:
Christ the babe was born for you!
Christ the babe was born for you!

Sung by all



Assurance of Pardoning Grace ..................................................................... Lamentations 3:21–26

But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: the steadfast 
love of the Lord never ceases, God’s mercies never come to an 
end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The 
Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in the 
Lord.” The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul 
who seeks him. It is good that one should wait quietly for the 
salvation of the Lord.

Having confessed our 
sins, the minister declares 
a gospel promise assuring 
that God forgives us 
because Christ has fully 
atoned for all the sins of 
those who truly repent. 
Divine mercy frees us 
from our guilt and shame.

All:               Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom   
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer

Leader:     The peace of the Lord be with you always.

All:              And also with you.

*Passing of The Peace Having been reminded 
that we have peace with 
God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in response 
to God’s grace, we gladly 
extend the peace of the 
gospel to one another.

• Let us know you are a guest
• Find out more about First Pres
• Request prayer

Scan the QR code to:

NEW HERE?

Come, thou long expected Jesus
Born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth thou art;
Dear desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver,
Born a child and yet a King,
Born to reign in us forever,
Now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all sufficient merit,
Raise us to thy glorious throne.

Response to Assurance of Pardoning Grace

• Online via the app or QR code above
• Text “Give $” followed by the gift amount to 706.550.6813
• Mail checks to 615 Telfair Street, Augusta, Georgia, 30901

Additional Ways to Give

Giving As an Act of Worship

Dismissal of Children:
• 8:30 and 11 a.m. Children in Pre-K through 4th grade exit for catechism.

With grateful hearts for 
God’s extravagant mercy 
and blessing, we joyfully 
present our offerings to 
the Lord for the ministry 
of our church and 
community.



Response 

Leader:     This is the Word of God.

All:              Thanks be to you, O God.

Old Testament Lesson ......................................................................................................   Isaiah 9:1–7
page 680 in the pew Bible

*†Hymn of Preparation—See Amid the Winter’s Snow
Sung by all

Edward Caswall, 1851 | John Goos, 1870 



†Benediction

Postlude — Toccata on Veni emmanueL .....................................................................................P. Long

We invite you to join us for worship this evening at 6 p.m. 

*†Hymn of Response—O Little Town of Bethlehem ...........................................St. LouiS, Hymn #201
Sung by all

Sermon—Future Hope: Unto Us a Son is Given ....................................... Dr. Michael Hearon

1. Israel’s Desperation: The Diminishing of Hope

2. Yahweh’s Deliverer: The Son of Hope

3. The Believer’s Dilemma: Locating Our Hope in God’s Promise


