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Commending the Greatness of God 
in Jesus Christ to All Peoples

and All Generations.



*†Hymn of Praise—As With Gladness Men of Old ..................................................... Dix, Hymn #226

* Ushers may seat worshipers at this time.  † Indicates the congregation standing.

Prelude—Variations on How Lovely Shines the Morning Star .............................. m. BurkHarDt

†Call to Worship .......................................................................................................Ephesians 3:14-21

Leader:       Come and kneel before the Father, from whom every 
family in heaven and on earth derives its name.

All:               From his glorious riches he may strengthen us with 
power through his Spirit so that Christ may dwell in 
our hearts through faith.

Leader:      And being rooted and established in love, together 
with all the Lord’s holy people,

All:               May we grasp how wide and long and high and 
deep is the love of Christ.

Leader:      Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly 
than all that we ask or think, according to the power 
at work within us,

All:               To him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, forever and ever.

Leader:     The Lord be with you.

All:              And with your spirit.

Leader:     Let us worship God!

The one true God 
graciously invites us into 
his presence to worship 
him in spirit and in truth, 
and we eagerly respond 
in faith. This begins 
a dialogue which will 
continue to the end of the 
service as God initiates 
with us, and we respond 
to him.

There’s a star in the east on Christmas morn,
Rise up, shepherd, and follow,
It will lead to the place where the Christ was born,
Rise up, shepherd, and follow.

Follow, follow,
Rise up, shepherd, and follow.
Follow the Star of Bethlehem,
Rise up, shepherd, and follow.

If you take good heed to the angel’s words,
Rise up, shepherd, and follow,
You’ll forget your flocks, you’ll forget your herds,
Rise up, shepherd, and follow.

We invite you to use this 
time to quietly prepare 
your hearts and minds for 
worship.

*Preparation for Worship—Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow ...............................arr. J Schrader

Sung by all

Please see Hymn #515 to reflect on the text.



Response

Leader:     This is the Word of God,

All:              Thanks be to you, O God.

Personal Confession of Sin (Please kneel if able to do so)

†Invocation (Please lift hands) A brief prayer asking for 
the manifest presence 
of God in our worship 
so that Christ might be 
exalted and we might be 
transformed by the Holy 
Spirit.  We often lift up 
“holy hands” (1 Timothy 
2:8) to remind us that 
only our Father in heaven 
can supply our need.

Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 
creation. For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before 
all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the 
body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among 
the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God 
was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in 
heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.

Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee,
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.

Gloria, in excelsis Deo!   (Latin for “Glory to God in the highest”)
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

The Confession of Faith ......................................................................................Colossians 1:15-20

Response to Confession of Faith .............................................................................................. Gloria

Psalter Lesson ..................................................................................................................................Psalm 78:1-8
page 914 in the pew Bible



Response to Assurance of Pardoning Grace .......................................................................JunGst

Corporate Confession of Sin

Assurance of Pardoning Grace ................................................................................1 Timothy 1:15

“Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”

Having confessed our sins, 
the minister declares a 
gospel promise assuring 
that God forgives us 
because Christ has fully 
atoned for all the sins of 
those who truly repent. 
Divine mercy frees us from 
our guilt and shame.

Lord of grace and truth, we confess our unworthiness
to stand in your presence as your children.

The virgin Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus.
Forgive our disobedience to your will.
 
Your Son our Savior was born in poverty in a manger.
Forgive our greed and rejection of your ways.
 
The shepherds left their flocks to go to Bethlehem.
Forgive our self-interest and lack of vision.
 
The wise men followed the star to find Jesus the King.
Forgive our reluctance to seek you.

May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw us to himself and cleanse us 
from all our sins that we may behold the glory of his Son, the Word made flesh, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

From the Book of Common Worship



*†Hymn of Preparation—Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds ..........DunDee, Hymn #364

Sung by all

* Ushers may seat worshipers at this time.  † Indicates the congregation standing.

Response 

Leader: This is the Word of God,

All:          Thanks be to you, O God.

Old Testament Lesson ..............................................................................................Deuteronomy 6:1-15
page 284 in the pew Bible

All:      Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom  
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our  
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And  
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Leader:     The peace of the Lord be with you always.

All:              And also with you.

*Passing of The Peace Having been reminded 
that we have peace with 
God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in response 
to God’s grace, we gladly 
extend the peace of the 
gospel to one another.

†Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer

• Let us know you are a guest
• Find out more about First Pres
• Request prayer

Scan the QR code to:

NEW HERE?

• Online via the app or QR code above
• Text “Give $” followed by the gift amount to 706.550.6813
• Mail checks to 615 Telfair Street, Augusta, Georgia, 30901

Additional Ways to Give

Giving As an Act of Worship

Ushers will walk the aisles with offering plates at this time to receive tithes 
and offerings.

Dismissal of Children
• 8:30 a.m. Children in Pre-K through fourth grade exit
• 11 a.m. Children in Pre-K, Kindergarten, and fourth grade exit

With grateful hearts for 
God’s extravagant mercy 
and blessing, we joyfully 
present our offerings to 
the Lord for the ministry 
of our church and 
community.



Sermon ..................................................................................................................... Dr. Michael Hearon
Vision: The Practice of Passing the Faith to the Next Generation

†Benediction (Please lift hands) 

Postlude—Toccata (Baroque Suite) ...................................................................................C. PenfielD

Sung by all
†Hymn of Response—O God, Our Help in Ages Past .......................................st. anne, Hymn #30

Verses 1, 2, 3, 4, 7

1. Our Vision: God as Central

2. Our Values: The Integrated Life

3. Our Mission: Investing in the Next Generation


