
Sunday, December 24, 2017

Today at First Presbyterian
1. Missionaries of the Week
Murray and Robbie Lathrop—Mission to the World (MTW); Nicaragua
The Lathrops lead a multi-faceted ministry which includes a pineapple 
and coffee farm as a means of employment to local residents and a base 
to host short-term mercy ministry teams. Please pray for safety as they 
travel in and around Nicaragua. Also, pray for deeper relationships 
with their local partners and for wisdom as they seek to transition the 
ministry into the hands of nationals.

2. Advent Sermon Series, December 3–24
In our Advent sermon series this year we have been examining “The Many 
Voices of Advent: Good News of Great Joy for All People.” Today  
Rev. Mike Hearon will conclude the series as we consider how we too can 
join in the announcement of the Good News to come through Christ Jesus.

3. Christmas Eve Services
8:30 and 11 a.m. | Sanctuary
Today our candlelight services will be at 8:30 and 11 a.m., and will 
include the traditional Christmas carols and special music. We will not 
have Sunday School or an evening service, and all other regular Sunday 
activities are canceled to allow maximum family celebration time for 
church members, ministry staff, operations staff, and volunteers.

Children in Pre-K through fifth grade will attend the first portion of the 
Christmas Eve services with their parents, then be released to attend a 
special service just for children in Harmony Hall. Allie and Mike Murphy 
will provide music, Chad Hubbard will give a dramatic presentation, and 
Rev. John Franks will share a message. The children will return to their 
parents in the sanctuary for the candlelight portion of the Christmas 
Eve service. We use an artificial tree and wreaths in St. Andrew’s Hall 
to make it an allergy-friendly location for worship during the Christmas 
season.

Our Weekly Calendar
Today (Fourth Sunday of Advent)
8:30 a.m. Morning Christmas Eve Service, Sanctuary
11 a.m.  Morning Christmas Eve Service, Sanctuary

Monday, December 25
All day  Church offices closed in observance of Christmas

Sunday, December 31
8:30 & 11 a.m. Morning Worship Services, Sanctuary
6:30 p.m. Evening New Year’s Eve Service, Sanctuary

The City
The City is an internal communication network that helps inform, unite 
and engage our church family. It is a secure online social network, and 
is accessible anytime, anywhere, from your computer, tablet or mobile 
device. Through The City we are able to share prayer requests, needs 
and event information instantly. Contact Lesley Hamm to request an 
invitation to join The City.

Church Office
The church office is located across the street from the sanctuary in the 
McKnight Building, 615 Telfair Street.

Office Hours
Monday – Friday
9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
1 – 4 p.m. 

Beth Carson
Office/Discipleship Assistant
churchoffice@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8900

Departmental Information
Nursery & Children’s Ministry
Elizabeth Barone, Admin Asst.
ebarone@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8832

Youth Ministry
Worship & Family Nurture
Alissa Preston, Admin Asst.
apreston@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8849

Adult Discipleship
Women’s/Men’s Ministries
Lesley Hamm, Coordinator
lhamm@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8831

Music & Arts
John Wilson, Director
jwilson@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8826

Outreach/Missions
Jonathan Harper, Pastoral Intern
jharper@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8860

Operations/Events
Sandy Lanclos, Admin Asst.
slanclos@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8820

Finance/Accounting
Pam Turley, Manager
pturley@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8821

Communication/Publications
Vonnie Eidson, Director
veidson@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8822

Save the Date
Bible & Missionary Conference........................................February 25–March 4

Generous Giving
18. Financial Update
Ministry gifts for the week of December 17 ...................................... $133,366
Year-to-Date budget goal .......................................................................$3,964,528
Total ministry gifts .....................................................................................$3,936,786
Budget/giving position ................................................................................ ($27,742)

19. Building GeneroCity2 Financial Update
Gifts to Building GeneroCity2 in 2017 ..................................................$902,722
Total gifts to Building GeneroCity2 .................................................... $5,089,009
Building GeneroCity2 giving completed ................................................... 78.29%

Our Church Family
4. Church Offices Closed
The church offices will be closed December 25 in observance of 
Christmas, and January 1 in observance of New Year’s Day.

5. Pastoral Search
Our Session and Pastoral Search Committee are in the initial stages of 
developing a strategy for seeking First Presbyterian’s next pastor. Please 
pray for this process and for all involved. All inquiries, suggestions, or 
comments should be directed to pastorsearch@firstpresaugusta.org or 
to Pastor Search/Confidential, 615 Telfair Street, Augusta, GA 30901.



Women’s Ministry
11. Women’s Retreat, February 9-11, 2018
Epworth By The Sea, St. Simons Island, Georgia
Register online at firstpresaugusta.org
Ladies, please make plans now to attend the women’s retreat planned for 
February 9-11, 2018. The theme for the retreat is “Joy in the Beautiful 
and Broken.” Our guest speaker will be Lori Sealy, whose songwriting 
and speaking reflect her personal experience with suffering in this 
fallen world, and display an intimate acquaintance with the Savior who 
redeems that which has been broken. Pricing will depend on your choice 
of accommodations, but starts at $200, and includes two nights lodging 
and six meals. 

Music Ministry
12. Piano Players Needed
Contact: Mallory Sides, msides@firstpresaugusta.org or 706.831.7703
The children’s Canterbury Choir will need a piano accompanist(s) 
beginning in January. Rehearsals are every Sunday at 5 p.m. If you have 
intermediate to advanced piano skills that you would be willing to put 
into service every week or as a fill-in, please contact the Canterbury 
Choir Director, Mallory Sides.

Youth Ministry
15. Activities on Hold
Except for Sunday School, Youth Ministry weekly activities are on hold for 
the next few weeks. Upward Bound, for middle school students, will start 
back on Monday, January 22, from 7–8:30 p.m. For high school students, 
High Life begins again on Wednesday, January 10, from 7:30–9 p.m. 

Upcoming Events
6. New Year’s Eve Services, December 31
8:30 & 11 a.m.; 6:30 p.m.
We will have services at 8:30 and 11 a.m. as usual on New Year’s Eve, 
and our 6:30 p.m. service will be a special time of reflecting and rejoicing, 
with music, prayers, and a homily. We will not have Sunday School or 
other regularly scheduled activities on New Year’s Eve to allow maximum 
family celebration time for church members, ministry staff, operations 
staff, and volunteers.

7. Guest Speaker Series Begins January 7 
“Gospel Priorities: Guidelines for a Constructive Church” 
In our January worship services we are pleased to welcome some highly 
regarded guest preachers. On January 7, our guest preacher will be Rev. 
Ken McHeard, senior minister at Duanesburg Reformed Presbyterian 
Church (PCA) in upstate New York. Other speakers for the month 
include Rev. Alex Shipman, Dr. Irwyn Ince, and Rev. Kevin Smith. Please 
make it a personal priority to attend these services as we consider as a 
church our gospel priorities for 2018.

8. Men’s Event, January 8
7 p.m. | The Depot | Cost for dinner: $5
The men of First Pres are invited to a viewing of the BCS National 
Championship football game on Monday, January 8, in the Depot. A 
hearty supper will be served, so arrive with an appetite at 7 p.m. to watch 
the game. Come prepared to play some games before kick-off. Please 
bring $5 to cover the cost of dinner.

9. Save the Date: Spring Bible Studies Begin with Kickoff, January 17
7 p.m. | St. Andrew’s Hall 
On Wednesday evening, January 17, Mike Phillips and Vanessa Hawkins 
will introduce the spring Bible study series with an examination of the  
in-breaking kingdom of the Son of God and exploration of Christ’s life 
and death as reported in the Book of Mark. Watch for more information 
and opportunities to register for the spring studies coming soon.

10. Interested in Joining? Inquirers Classes Begin January 21
Sundays, 9:45 a.m. | Session Room
Contact: Jess Romer, jromer@firstpresaugusta.org or 706.262.8855
If you are interested in making First Presbyterian your church home, 
or are interested simply in knowing more about our church, you are 
encouraged to attend an Inquirers Class. The next class begins Sunday, 
January 21 and will continue for the next four Sundays during the 
Sunday School hour. The pastors will lead you in understanding our 
doctrine, vision and opportunities to serve in the church. Please contact 
Jess Romer if you would like to attend.

17. Year-end Giving
Thank you for your generous giving toward the mission of First 
Presbyterian Church in 2017. Please pray that God will allow you to 
continue to be faithful in your giving throughout the remainder of the 
year so that we can not only meet, but surpass our budget goal by the 
end of the year. This will help us generate greater ministry efforts for the 
year ahead. 

Year-End Giving Guidelines: Please remember that if you desire to 
receive contribution credit for a gift in 2017, all gifts must be received 
by December 31. You can give during the worship services on Sunday, 
December 31, or drop your gift in the security box in the old Main 
Office/Work Room, #104. Mailed gifts must be postmarked by Saturday, 
December 30. The church office will be open from 9 a.m.–4 p.m. on 
December 29 to receive year-end gifts. As a reminder, the church office is 
now located in the McKnight Building, 615 Telfair Street. 
 
Online Giving: If you would like to give your contribution online, please 
visit our website, firstpresaugusta.org and click on the“Give” link in the 
top right corner. 

Stock Donations: If you plan to donate stock to the church, please 
contact Pam Turley, pturley@firstpresaugusta.org or706.262.8821 or 
706.284.3622, for information. Pam can also provide information on how 
you can give gifts of real estate or bequests to the church. 

Not to us, O Lord, not to us but to your name be the glory, because of your 
love and faithfulness (Psalm 115:1).

Year-end Giving

Love Gift Offering
16. Christmas Love Gift Offering
Donations to the Christmas Love Gift Offering are still being accepted. 
Funds received will help extend Christ’s love to those in need through 
our Mercy Ministry, which seeks to restore people in our church and in 
the surrounding community. You can give online at firstpresaugusta.org 
by clicking on Give, then logging in and clicking the drop-down menu for 
Church Ministries and choosing Mercy Ministry Love Gift Offering. You 
can also give by check with “Love Gift” noted on the memo line. Checks 
can also be placed in the offering plate on Sunday or mailed to the church 
office, 615 Telfair Street, Augusta, GA 30901.

Westminster Schools of Augusta
13. Westminster Honors Scholarship 
Contact: Carrie Brigham, cbrigham@wsa.net or 706.731.5260 ext. 2220
Do you know an outstanding eighth grade student who might like to 
join the Westminster family? The Westminster Honors Scholarship 
provides prestigious academic awards for rising ninth grade students 
in the Augusta area. One scholarship is awarded each year and covers 
half of tuition. Scholarships are renewable each year for recipients who 
maintain at least an 85 academic average. Additional financial assistance 
is available. More information can be found at wsa.net/scholarship/ or 
contact Carrie Brigham, Director of Admissions.

14. Host Families Needed for International Students
Contact: Tiffany Fowler, tfowler@newoasisedu.com, 706.533.0280
Learn More: wsa.net/admissions/hostfamilies/
Say YES to making your local community global! Westminster Schools 
of Augusta and New Oasis International Education are looking for host 
families starting in January. Three students are coming from China to 
study at WSA. Each host family is provided a generous monthly stipend 
of $1,100 to offset the cost of an additional family member. Become a 
host family and give back to those in need.


