
Sunday, December 23, 2012

1. Missionaries of the Week
Wendy and Russell Long—Campus Outreach, Birmingham, Alabama
Russell works on developing the resource center in Birmingham, which aids in training, developing and 
deploying staff all over the world. Pray that he would have wisdom and discernment as he thinks about the 
global strategy of CO alongside the Church. Pray for Wendy and Russell as they endeavor to make the Word 
the authority and foundation of their family.

2. Children in Worship on December 23
There will be no Catechism Classes today. Children in first through fourth grades will remain in the worship 
services with their families that morning. A children’s bulletin will be available to help children follow along 
with the service.

3. Parish Worship
The parishes for the month of December are the Lakeside Parish and the Pleasant Home Parish. These parishes 
are worshipping together at 11 a.m. in the Youth Ministry Building each Sunday this month to foster community, 
connection and fellowship. The January parishes of the month will be Grovetown, Evans and Belair.

4. No Evening Service Tonight; No Sunday School December 30
In order to allow maximum family celebration time for church members, ministry staff, operations staff and volun-
teers, we will not have an evening worship service tonight or Sunday School on December 30. 
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5. Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to Kristen and Todd Tharpe and family at the passing of Todd’s mother, 
Rachel Tharpe, on December 12 in Augusta; and to Emily and Evan Morgan and family at the passing of 
Emily’s sister, Vanessa Abazary on December 13 in Augusta.
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Christmas Eve Services
December 24, 4 and 6 p.m.

The identical Christmas Eve Candlelight Services will include traditional Christmas carols, and special music 
with the Feast of Trumpets Brass Quintet and handbell choir.  Children ages 4 and older will worship with 
their families for the Christmas Eve Services. A children’s bulletin will be provided.

Nurseries will be provided for children ages 3 and under for all services. 



12. Augusta Rescue Mission Needs Computers
The Augusta Rescue Mission needs to update the computer lab that provides important training and job 
search capabilities to the residents. Since the Rescue Mission operates on a very tight budget, the Diaconate 
is asking the congregation to donate any computers and monitors that meet the following minimum criteria:  
15 inch flat screen or larger monitor and computers purchased within the last four years.  Please contact Scott 
Kirchhoff at 706.831.1685 or scott.m.kirchhoff@nutrasweet.com with questions or to donate.

10. Upward Bound Ski Trip
Middle School students are reminded that January 6 is the deadline to sign up for the Upward Bound Ski Trip 
planned for January 18-20, 2013. Registration is available online at firstpresaugusta.org/youth and registration 
forms are also available in the Welcome Center. 
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Outreach

Upcoming Events
6. PCA Christmas Offering
Gifts to the Christmas Offering for Ministerial Relief from individuals, churches and Sunday School classes 
enable Ministerial Relief to assist needy retired and disabled pastors, missionaries, church lay workers, their 
widows and dependent children. Presently, over four hundred potential relief recipients are being monitored. 
To give to this offering, please make checks payable to First Presbyterian with “Ministerial Relief ” noted in 
the memo line. More information is available at pcarbi.org.

7. Church Offices Closed
The church offices will be closed from December 25 through January 1. A pastor will be on call, and the main 
office phone will be checked daily for calls that need immediate attention.

8. Baby Shower for Jessica Tatro
The sixth grade girls Sunday School class is hosting a baby shower for Jessica Tatro on Sunday, January 6, 
from 4–6 p.m. in the Youth Ministry Building.  All girls in Pre-K through fifth grade and their mothers are 
invited to attend. Please rsvp to Laura Pareizs, 706.736.6742 or pareizs@juno.com.

11. Men’s Event, January 7
All men are invited to a viewing of the BCS National Championship football game on Monday, January 7, in the 
Youth Ministry Building. A hearty supper will be served, so arrive with an appetite at 6:30 p.m. to watch the game and 
come prepared to play some games of your own before kick-off. Please bring $5 to cover the cost of dinner.

Children
9. Canterbury Choir Auditions
The Canterbury Choir is open for mid-year auditions to students in third through sixth grades.  For more 
information about the choir or to schedule an audition, please contact Mallory Sides at 706.262.8827 or 
msides@firstpresaugusta.org.
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Generous Giving Update
16. Financial Update
Ministry gifts for the week of December 16 ...................................... $86,142
Year-to-date budget goal ................................................................$3,477,253
Total ministry gifts .........................................................................$3,166,581
Budget/giving position .....................................................................($310,672
Total 2012 Building GeneroCity gifts .............................................. $851,065

)
Scan for

Online Giving

13. Bible Study for Medical/Dental Wives Begins January 15
Side By Side is a ministry that seeks to encourage women married to medical and dental students, residents and 
fellows, and help them handle the unique demands of this time in their lives. The next study begins January 15, and 
meets weekly on Tuesdays from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. at Warren Baptist Church. Free childcare will be provided (with 
reservations by January 8). Contact Ilene Sanders, 706.855.1713 or ileneroses@gmail.com, for more information.

14. Women’s Bible Study Starts January 16
All women are invited to participate in a new Bible study on Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy 
using a book by Nancy Guthrie, The Lamb of God: Seeing Jesus in the Old Testament. This 10-week study will 
be offered on Wednesdays from 9:30–11:30 a.m. in the Youth Ministry Building, beginning January 16 and 
concluding March 27. The study will also be offered Sunday afternoons, beginning January 20, from 4:45–6 
p.m. in the Telfair Room. A nursery for children ages 3 and under will be provided for classes that meet at the 
church. You can sign up for the study in the Welcome Center or online. The cost for this study is $15, which can 
be paid when you sign up online or at the first meeting. For more information, please contact Lesley Hamm, 
706.262.8831 or lhamm@firstpresaugusta.org.

15. Small Group Bible Studies Throughout the Week
If you are interested in participating in an evening Bible study during the work week, please contact Lesley Hamm, 
706.262.8831 for information about the various small groups available through your parish or Sunday School 
community. We are adding two parish small groups in Columbia County for the following parishes on Tuesday 
evenings beginning January 15: Belair, Evans, Grovetown, Stevens Creek, Savannah Rapids and Lakeside. There 
will also be one for the South Carolina Parishes; River, Palmetto and Martintown beginning Monday, January 21, at 
the home of Jill Stafford. Watch for more information on all to come. If you still need another Bible study outside 
of these times and places, please contact Lesley Hamm, 706.262.8831 or lhamm@firstpresaugusta.org.

17. Year-End Giving
Thank you for your generous giving toward the mission of First Presbyterian Church in 2012. Please pray 
that God will allow you to continue to be faithful in your giving throughout the remainder of the year so that 
we can not only meet, but surpass our budget goal by the end of the year. This will help us generate greater 
ministry efforts for the year ahead. Please remember that if you desire to receive contribution credit for a 
gift in 2012, all gifts must be postmarked or received in the church office by Monday, December 31. Bonnie 
Bowles and Pam Turley will be in the office from 9 a.m.–4 p.m. on December 31 to receive year-end gifts You 
can also give online at firstpresaugusta.org, and the giving Kiosk is available during regular business hours for 
gifts. Please contact Pam Turley, pturley@firstpresaugusta.org or 706.262.8821, for account information if you 
would like to give a gift of securities, real estate or bequests. Not to us, O Lord, not to us but to your name be 
the glory, because of your love and faithfulness (Psalm 115:1).
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Today
8:30 & 11 a.m. Morning Worship, St. Andrew’s Hall, Geneva Room or Young Married Classroom
9:45 a.m.  Sunday School for All Ages
11 a.m.  Morning Worship for Lakeside and Pleasant Home Parishes, Youth Ministry Building 
6:30 p.m.  No Evening Service

Monday, December 24
4 p.m.  Christmas Eve Service, St. Andrew’s Hall
6 p.m.  Christmas Eve Service, St. Andrew’s Hall

Tuesday, December 25
All Day  Church Offices Closed 

Wednesday, December 26
All Day  Church Offices Closed

Thursday, December 27
All Day   Church Offices Closed

Friday, December 28
All Day  Church Offices Closed

Saturday, December 29
8:30 a.m.  High Life Mystery Trip Departure, Youth Ministry Building

Sunday, December 30
8:30 & 11 a.m. Morning Worship, St. Andrew’s Hall, Geneva Room or Young Married Classroom
9:45 a.m.  No Sunday School
11 a.m.  Morning Worship for Lakeside and Pleasant Home Parishes, Youth Ministry Building 
6:30 p.m.  Evening Worship, St. Andrew’s Hall, Geneva Room or Young Married Classroom
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Future Events
New Inquirers Class Begins .......................................................................................................January 20, 2013
Bible and Missionary Conference .......................................................................................... March 2-10, 2013


