
Sunday, December 17, 2017

Today at First Presbyterian
1. Missionaries of the Week
Audrey and Nathan Wilson—Mission to the World; Peru
The Wilsons are members of the Medical Campus Outreach team in 
Cusco, Peru, working in health care and seeking to disciple Peruvian 
medical students. Please pray that God would help them love one 
another well as a family, and that they will love Peruvians in a gospel-
centered way. Pray for continued favor in ongoing inspections at the 
clinic so they will be able to continue serving the community well. 

2. Advent Sermon Series, December 3–24
In our Advent sermon series this year we have been examining “The 
Many Voices of Advent: Good News of Great Joy for All People.” Today 
we are pleased to welcome Rev. Scotty Smith of Nashville, Tennessee.  
Rev. Mike Hearon will conclude the series in the morning services 
on Sunday, December 24. Join us as we consider how the prophets, 
shepherds, apostles, and angels all joined in the announcement of the 
Good News to come through Christ Jesus.

3. Holy Communion
8:30 and 11 a.m. services. The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be 
administered today in both morning services, and you will have an 
opportunity to help provide for deeds of mercy for church members and 
others by giving to the Diaconate Mercy Fund.
6 p.m. Communion service. For those unable to attend one of the morning 
services, another opportunity to partake in The Lord’s Supper will be 
offered at 6 p.m. in the Geneva Room. This is a sweet gathering which 
is ideal for catechism teachers, nursery volunteers and others who are 
serving and cannot receive communion in the morning services.

4. Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast
Drop-in: 8–11:30 a.m. | Room 112 (off the Commons)
The Children’s Ministry would like to thank the many members of First 
Presbyterian who selflessly give their time to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus to our little ones! Please join us for breakfast any time between 8 
and 11:30 a.m. today in room 112 (off the Commons).

5. Reception for Lisa and John Wilson
Please join us for a dessert reception for Lisa and John Wilson tonight 
following the evening service in The Commons. We praise God for the 
three years the Wilsons have served with us, and wish them Godspeed as 
they leave us at the end of December to begin a new phase of ministry at 
Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida.

Our Weekly Calendar
Today (Third Sunday of Advent)
8:30 & 11 a.m. Morning Worship with Communion, Sanctuary
8:30–11 a.m. Children’s Ministry Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast  
  Drop-in, Room 112
9:45 a.m. Sunday School, various locations
5:30 p.m. Youth Volunteer Appreciation Dinner, The Depot
6 p.m.  Communion, The Geneva Room
6:30 p.m. Evening Worship, Sanctuary
7:30 p.m. Farewell Reception for Lisa & John Wilson,  
  The Commons

Sunday, December 24 (Fourth Sunday of Advent)
8:30 a.m. Morning Christmas Eve Service, Sanctuary
11 a.m.  Morning Christmas Eve Service, Sanctuary

The City
The City is an internal communication network that helps inform, unite 
and engage our church family. It is a secure online social network, and 
is accessible anytime, anywhere, from your computer, tablet or mobile 
device. Through The City we are able to share prayer requests, needs 
and event information instantly. Contact Lesley Hamm to request an 
invitation to join The City.

Church Office
The church office is located across the street from the sanctuary in the 
McKnight Building, 615 Telfair Street.

Office Hours
Monday – Friday
9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
1 – 4 p.m. 

Beth Carson
Office/Discipleship Assistant
churchoffice@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8900

Departmental Information
Nursery & Children’s Ministry
Elizabeth Barone, Admin Asst.
ebarone@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8832

Youth Ministry
Worship & Family Nurture
Alissa Preston, Admin Asst.
apreston@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8849

Adult Discipleship
Women’s/Men’s Ministries
Lesley Hamm, Coordinator
lhamm@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8831

Music & Arts
John Wilson, Director
jwilson@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8826

Outreach/Missions
Jonathan Harper, Pastoral Intern
jharper@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8860

Operations/Events
Sandy Lanclos, Admin Asst.
slanclos@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8820

Finance/Accounting
Pam Turley, Manager
pturley@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8821

Communication/Publications
Vonnie Eidson, Director
veidson@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8822

Save the Date
Women’s Retreat...................................................................................February 9-11

Bible & Missionary Conference........................................February 25–March 4

Generous Giving
17. Financial Update
Ministry gifts for the week of December 10 ...................................... $109,676
Year-to-Date budget goal .......................................................................$3,886,792
Total ministry gifts .....................................................................................$3,803,420
Budget/giving position ................................................................................ ($83,372)

18. Building GeneroCity2 Financial Update
Gifts to Building GeneroCity2 in 2017 ..................................................$826,095
Total gifts to Building GeneroCity2 .................................................... $5,012,381
Building GeneroCity2 giving completed ................................................... 77.11%



Music Ministry
14. Piano Players Needed
Contact: Mallory Sides, msides@firstpresaugusta.org or 706.831.7703
The children’s Canterbury Choir will need a piano accompanist(s) 
beginning in January. Rehearsals are every Sunday at 5 p.m. If you have 
intermediate to advanced piano skills that you would be willing to put 
into service every week or as a fill-in, please contact the Canterbury 
Choir Director, Mallory Sides.

Upcoming Events
10. Discontinuing Use of The City Effective December 22
Contact: Vonnie Eidson, veidson@firstpresaugusta.org or 
Lesley Hamm, lhamm@firstpresaugusta.org
With the recent implementation of Ministry Platform, and considering 
some new improvements on the horizon for our website, we have 
made the decision to discontinue our account with The City, effective 
December 22. Watch for more information coming soon about the 
website changes, and how to replace the ways you are currently using 
The City with our new systems. If you have any questions, please contact 
Vonnie Eidson or Lesley Hamm.

Celebrate the Season With Us
6. Christmas Eve Services
8:30 and 11 a.m. | Sanctuary
This year, since Christmas Eve falls on Sunday, our candlelight 
services will be at 8:30 and 11 a.m., and will include the traditional 
Christmas carols and special music. We will not have Sunday 
School or an evening service, and all other regular Sunday activities 
are canceled to allow maximum family celebration time for church 
members, ministry staff, operations staff, and volunteers.

Children in Pre-K through fifth grade will attend the first portion 
of the Christmas Eve services with their parents, then be released 
to attend a special service just for children in Harmony Hall. Allie 
and Mike Murphy will provide music, Chad Hubbard will give a 
dramatic presentation, and Rev. John Franks will share a message. 
The children will return to their parents in the sanctuary for the 
candlelight portion of the Christmas Eve service.

7. New Year’s Eve Services, December 31
8:30 & 11 a.m.; 6:30 p.m.
We will have services at 8:30 and 11 a.m. as usual on New Year’s 
Eve, and our 6:30 p.m. service will be a special time of Reflecting 
and Rejoicing, with music, prayers, and a homily. We will not have 
Sunday School or other regularly scheduled activities on New 
Year’s Eve to allow maximum family celebration time for church 
members, ministry staff, operations staff, and volunteers.

We use an artificial tree and wreaths in St. Andrew’s Hall to make it an  
allergy-friendly location for worship during the Christmas season.

16. Year-end Giving
Thank you for your generous giving toward the mission of First 
Presbyterian Church in 2017. Please pray that God will allow you to 
continue to be faithful in your giving throughout the remainder of the 
year so that we can not only meet, but surpass our budget goal by the 
end of the year. This will help us generate greater ministry efforts for the 
year ahead. 

Year-End Giving Guidelines: Please remember that if you desire to 
receive contribution credit for a gift in 2017, all gifts must be received 
by December 31. You can give during the worship services on Sunday, 
December 31, or drop your gift in the security box in the old Main 
Office/Work Room, #104. Mailed gifts must be postmarked by Saturday, 
December 30. The church office will be open from 9 a.m.–4 p.m. on 
December 29 to receive year-end gifts. As a reminder, the church office is 
now located in the McKnight Building, 615 Telfair Street. 
 
Online Giving: If you would like to give your contribution online, please 
visit our website, firstpresaugusta.org and click on the“Give” link in the 
top right corner. 

Stock Donations: If you plan to donate stock to the church, please 
contact Pam Turley, pturley@firstpresaugusta.org or706.262.8821 or 
706.284.3622, for information. Pam can also provide information on how 
you can give gifts of real estate or bequests to the church. 

Not to us, O Lord, not to us but to your name be the glory, because of your 
love and faithfulness (Psalm 115:1).

Year-end Giving

Love Gift Offering
15. Christmas Love Gift Offering
Donations to the Christmas Love Gift Offering are still being accepted. 
Funds received will help extend Christ’s love to those in need through 
our Mercy Ministry, which seeks to restore people in our church and in 
the surrounding community. You can give online at firstpresaugusta.org 
by clicking on Give, then logging in and clicking the drop-down menu for 
Church Ministries and choosing Mercy Ministry Love Gift Offering. You 
can also give by check with “Love Gift” noted on the memo line. Checks 
can also be placed in the offering plate on Sunday or mailed to the church 
office, 615 Telfair Street, Augusta, GA 30901.

Westminster Schools of Augusta
12. Westminster Honors Scholarship 
Contact: Carrie Brigham, cbrigham@wsa.net or 706.731.5260 ext. 2220
Do you know an outstanding eighth grade student who might like to 
join the Westminster family? The Westminster Honors Scholarship 
provides prestigious academic awards for rising ninth grade students 
in the Augusta area. One scholarship is awarded each year and covers 
half of tuition. Scholarships are renewable each year for recipients who 
maintain at least an 85 academic average. Additional financial assistance 
is available. More information can be found at wsa.net/scholarship/ or 
contact Carrie Brigham, Director of Admissions.

13. Host Families Needed for International Students
Contact: Tiffany Fowler, tfowler@newoasisedu.com, 706.533.0280
Learn More: https://wsa.net/admissions/hostfamilies/
Say YES to making your local community global! Westminster Schools 
of Augusta and New Oasis International Education are looking for host 
families starting in January. Three students are coming from China to 
study at WSA. Each host family is provided a generous monthly stipend 
of $1,100 to offset the cost of an additional family member. Become a 
host family and give back to those in need.

Our Church Family
8. New Arrival
We congratulate Andrea and Daniel Jones on the birth of their third 
child, Carolyn Anne Jones, on December 7; and Megan and Barrett Jones 
on the birth of their fourth child, Anna Ruth Jones, on December 11. 

9. Pastoral Search
Our Session and Pastoral Search Committee are in the initial stages of 
developing a strategy for seeking First Presbyterian’s next pastor. Please 
pray for this process and for all involved. All inquiries, suggestions, or 
comments should be directed to pastorsearch@firstpresaugusta.org or 
to Pastor Search/Confidential, 615 Telfair Street, Augusta, GA 30901.

Discipleship
11. Save the Date: Spring Bible Studies Begin with Kickoff, January 17
7 p.m. | St. Andrew’s Hall 
On Wednesday evening, January 17, Mike Phillips and Vanessa Hawkins 
will introduce the spring Bible study series with an examination of the in-
breaking kingdom of the Son of God and exploration of Christ’s life and 
death as reported in the Book of Mark. Watch for more information and 
opportunities to register for the spring studies coming soon.


