
Sunday, December 16, 2012

1. Missionaries of the Week
Sherri and Steve Letchford—SIM, Kenya
Pray for the Letchfords as they build the African church by reaching out to the lost and the low income 
people in Kenya. Steve is the Deputy Medical Director for the Kijabe Hospital and works on training 
Christian African doctors to do long-term ministry in their city. As they disciple missionary children in 
their midst, pray that Sherri and Steve would be dependent upon the Lord. Steve is the son of our beloved 
Dorothy and Peter Letchford.

2. Parish Worship, Luncheon Today
The parishes of the month for December are the Lakeside Parish and the Pleasant Home Parish. These 
parishes are worshiping together at 11 a.m. in the Youth Ministry Building each Sunday this month to foster 
community, connection and fellowship. Today the Lakeside and Pleasant Home parishes will have lunch 
together in the Youth Ministry Building following the 11 a.m. worship service. The cost will be $6 per person, 
$4 for children ages 5 and under, with a $24 family maximum. The January parishes of the month will be 
Grovetown, Evans and Belair.

Today at First Presbyterian

3. Wedding
Best wishes are extended to Min [Todd] and Bob Bishop who were married on December 10 in Augusta.

4. Member Directories
The new church directory is available for members to pick up in the Welcome Center today before and after 
the 11 a.m. service.

5. Final Tally of Can Do! Food Drive
We praise God that we were able to collect over 3,400 pounds of food through our parish teams to benefit Golden 
Harvest Food Bank. We look forward to making this an annual project as we continually strive to Restore People and 
Rebuild Places With the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Visit media.firstpresaugusta.org to view the photo story on Can Do!

6. Christmas Love Gift Offering
Donations to the Christmas Love Gift Offering are still being accepted. Funds received will help extend Christ’s 
love to those in need through our Mercy Ministry, which seeks to restore people in our church and in the 
surrounding community. There are several ways to give: at the giving kiosk or online under Mercy Ministry; by 
check with “Love Gift” noted on the memo line and placing it in the offering plate; or mailing your check to the 
church office.

Our Church Family



10. Upward Bound Ski Trip
Middle School students are reminded that January 6 is the deadline to sign up for the Upward Bound Ski Trip 
planned for January 18-20, 2013. Registration is available online at firstpresaugusta.org/youth and registration 
forms are also available in the Welcome Center. 

Youth Ministry

Upcoming Events
11. December Cancellations
In order to allow maximum family celebration time for church members, ministry staff, operations staff and volunteers, 
we will not have an evening worship service on Sunday, December 23 or Sunday School on December 30. Also, the 
church offices will be closed from December 25 through January 1. A pastor will be on call, and the main office phone 
will be checked daily for calls that need immediate attention.

12. Baby Shower for Jessica Tatro
The sixth grade girls Sunday School class is hosting a baby shower for Jessica Tatro on Sunday, January 6, 
from 4–6 p.m. in the Youth Ministry Building.  All girls in Pre-K through fifth grade and their mothers are 
invited to attend. Please rsvp to Laura Pareizs, 706.736.6742 or pareizs@juno.com

Children
9. Children in Worship on December 23
Catechism classes will not meet on Sunday, December 23. Children in first through fourth grades will remain 
in the worship services with their families that morning. Children’s bulletins will be provided.

Celebrate the Season With Us!
7. Evensong Service of Lessons and Carols, Today,  5 and 7 p.m.
Our duplicate Evensong Services of Lessons and Carols will begin at 5 and 7 p.m. They will feature the adult and 
children’s choirs accompanied by orchestra with Advent and Christmas Scripture lessons read by selected staff 
members. Our traditional Evensong service is a First Pres family favorite and a great opportunity to invite others to 
join you for a special worship service. Children ages 4 and older will worship with their families during this service, 
and a children’s bulletin will be provided to help children follow along with the service.

8. Christmas Eve Services, December 24, 4 and 6 p.m.
The identical Christmas Eve Candlelight Services will include traditional Christmas carols, and special music 
with the Feast of Trumpets Brass Quintet and handbell choir.  Children ages 4 and older will worship with 
their families for the Christmas Eve Services.

Nurseries will be provided for children ages 3 and under for all services. 



Generous Giving Update
16. Financial Update
Ministry gifts for the week of December 9 ........................................ $81,626
Year-to-date budget goal ................................................................$3,409,072
Total ministry gifts .........................................................................$3,080,003
Budget/giving position .....................................................................($329,069
Total 2012 Building GeneroCity gifts .............................................. $820,763
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Online Giving

13. Perspectives on the World Christian Movement, Beginning January 7
Perspectives is a course that charts a 15-week exploration of missions from a biblical, historical, cultural and 
strategic perspective. Perspectives will meet on Monday nights from 7–9:45 p.m. beginning January 9 at First 
Baptist Church, 3500 Walton Way Extension, Augusta, 30909. Preregistration is required and the first class is 
free. To learn more or to register for the classes, visit perspectives.org. The early-bird deadline is December 15. 
Contact Steve Lutz, steve.lutz@sim.org or 706.496.8935 for additional information.

14. Augusta Rescue Mission Needs Computers
The Augusta Rescue Mission needs to update the computer lab that provides important training and job 
search capabilities to the residents. Since the Rescue Mission operates on a very tight budget, the Diaconate 
is asking the congregation to donate any computers and monitors that meet the following minimum criteria:  
15 inch flat screen or larger monitor and computers purchased within the last four years.  Please contact Scott 
Kirchhoff at 706.831.1685 or scott.m.kirchhoff@nutrasweet.com with questions or to donate.

Outreach

15. Fireside Ministries Seasonal Sale
Fireside Ministries and Industries has a Fruit, Nut and Plant Outlet at the Augusta Farmer’s Market located at Fifth 
and Laney Walker Streets. In addition to assorted fruit boxes and raw and spiced pecans, various seasonal plants are 
also on sale, including Frasier Fir Christmas trees, wreaths, garlands and more. More information is available in the 
Welcome Center or by calling 803.341.4359. To learn more about Fireside, visit firesideaugusta.org.

17. Year-End Giving
Thank you for your generous giving toward the mission of First Presbyterian Church in 2012. Please pray 
that God will allow you to continue to be faithful in your giving throughout the remainder of the year so that 
we can not only meet, but surpass our budget goal by the end of the year. This will help us generate greater 
ministry efforts for the year ahead. Please remember that if you desire to receive contribution credit for a 
gift in 2012, all gifts must be postmarked or received in the church office by Monday, December 31. Bonnie 
Bowles and Pam Turley will be in the office from 9 a.m.–4 p.m. on December 31 to receive year-end gifts You 
can also give online at firstpresaugusta.org, and the giving Kiosk is available during regular business hours for 
gifts. Please contact Pam Turley, pturley@firstpresaugusta.org or 706.262.8821, for account information if you 
would like to give a gift of securities, real estate or bequests. Not to us, O Lord, not to us but to your name be 
the glory, because of your love and faithfulness (Psalm 115:1).

Community Events



Today
8:30 & 11 a.m. Morning Worship, St. Andrew’s Hall, Geneva Room or Young Married Classroom
9:45 a.m.  Sunday School for All Ages
9:45 a.m.  Officer Training, Session Room
11 a.m.  Morning Worship for Lakeside and Pleasant Home Parishes, Youth Ministry Building 
12:15 p.m. Fellowship Luncheon for Lakeside and Pleasant Home Parishes, Youth Ministry Building
5 & 7 p.m. Evensong, St. Andrew’s Hall, 

Thursday, December 20
10:30 a.m. Morning Prayer Meeting, Session Room
11:15 a.m. Midweek Bible Hour, Eve Room
7 p.m.  Young Adult Christmas Dance, Murphy Hall

Sunday, December 23
8:30 & 11 a.m. Morning Worship, St. Andrew’s Hall, Geneva Room or Young Married Classroom
9:45 a.m.  Sunday School for All Ages
11 a.m.  Morning Worship for Lakeside and Pleasant Home Parishes, Youth Ministry Building 
6:30 p.m.  No Evening Service

Our Weekly Calendar

Future Events
New Inquirers Class Begins .......................................................................................................January 22, 2013
Bible and Missionary Conference .......................................................................................... March 2-10, 2013


