
Church Office
The church office is located across the street from the sanctuary in the 
McKnight Building, 615 Telfair Street.

Office Hours
Monday – Friday
9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
1 – 4 p.m. 

Church Office/Reception
Patty Hood | Nicole Novak
churchoffice@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8900

Departmental Information
Nursery & Children’s Ministry
Elizabeth Barone, Ministry Asst.
ebarone@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8832

Youth Ministry
Beth Renfrow, Ministry Asst.
brenfrow@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8849

Adult Discipleship
Jess Romer, Coordinator
jromer@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8855

Music Ministry
Leigh Fleury, Director
lfleury@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8826

Outreach/Missions
Drew Jackson, Missions Asst.
missions@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8860

Facilities
Hallie Merry, Coordinator
hmerry@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8820

Finance/Accounting
Pam Turley, Manager
pturley@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8821

Communication/Publications
Vonnie Eidson, Director
veidson@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8822

For more information on the mission, ministries and events at  
First Presbyterian Church, please visit firstpresaugusta.org.

615 Telfair Street • Augusta, Georgia 30901
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Sunday, December 15, 2019

Today at First Presbyterian
1. Missionaries of the Week
Release Time—Christian Learning Centers of Augusta; Augusta, GA
Release Time is a program during the school day when public school 
students, with parental permission, leave the school to attend off-
campus Bible education classes. This is the only way Christian education 
is legally allowed during the school day. Release Time teachers seek to 
strengthen family relationships, foster wholesome friendships, create a 
good work ethic, and develop strong study habits with students. Pray for 
more volunteers and students to enroll and participate in their program. 
Pray for the volunteers as they prepare and teach students each week 
about Jesus. 

2. Advent Sermon Series: A Thrill of Hope
The poet who wrote the lyrics to “O Holy Night” read through the gospel of 
Luke several times and was struck by the connection made to the song of 
redemption and the effect on our souls to feel healed and touched and made 
complete. This Advent, we will be studying Luke 1 and 2, revisiting the songs 
of our Savior. We will look at the Mary’s Song (December 15), The Savior’s 
Song (December 22) and on Christmas Eve, the Shepherd’s Song. This 
Advent season, may we all be renewed by the wonder, awe, wholeness, and 
thrill that hope brings us in the gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ.

3. Evensong Services of Lessons and Carols, Tonight
4:30 and 6:30 p.m. |Sanctuary 
Our Evensong Services of Lessons and Carols will feature the children’s 
Canterbury Choir, Student Choir, adult Chancel Choir and orchestra, 
with Advent and Christmas Scripture lessons. The Evensong service is 
a great opportunity to invite others to join you for a special evening of 
worship. Nurseries will open at 4 p.m. for infants through younger 4 year 
olds. Children in pre-K through second grade will be released during the 
service for evening activities.

Our Weekly Calendar
Today, December 15
8:30 & 11 a.m.  Morning Worship Service
9:45 a.m. Adult Sunday School, various locations
9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School, various locations
4:30 p.m. Evensong Service of Lessons and Carols
6:30 p.m. Evensong Service of Lessons and Carols
8 p.m.  YP & MCO Christmas Party, The Depot

Monday, December 16
3 p.m.  Hope Ballet, Harmony Hall

Thursday, December 19
11:15 a.m.  Midweek Bible Hour, Eve Room
6 p.m.   HFA Prayer & Praise Night, St. Andrew’s Hall

Sunday, December 22
8:30 & 11 a.m.  Morning Worship Service
9:45 a.m. Adult Sunday School, various locations
9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School, various locations
6:30 p.m. No Evening Service

Save the Date
No Sunday School....................................................................................December 29
Children’s Ministry Volunteer Training with Dr. Ellis........................January 5
Blood Drive........................................................................................................January 6

Youth Ministry
4. Register Now: High School Winter Retreat, January 2-4
Cost: $159 | Register online at firstpresaugusta.org/youth
Contact: Beth Renfrow, 706.262.8849 or brenfrow@firstpresaugusta.org
All high school students are invited to attend the Winter Retreat in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, January 2-4. A $50 deposit is due Friday, 
December 20. The cost will include lodging, activities, most meals, and 
a t-shirt.

18. Financial Update
Ministry gifts for the week of December 8 .............................................$81,339
Year-to-Date budget goal ....................................................................... $4,211,757
Total ministry gifts ..................................................................................... $3,984,168
Budget/giving position .............................................................................. ($227,589)

Generous Giving (cont.)



Generous Giving
17. Year-end Giving
Year-end Giving
Thank you for your generous giving toward the mission of First
Presbyterian Church in 2019. Please pray that God will allow you to
continue to be faithful in your giving throughout the remainder of the year
so that we can not only meet, but surpass our budget goal by the end of the
year. This will help us generate greater ministry efforts for the year ahead.

Year-End Giving Guidelines: Please remember that if you desire to
receive contribution credit for a gift in 2019, all gifts must be received
by December 31. You can give during the worship services on Sunday,
December 29. Mailed gifts must be postmarked by Tuesday, December
31. The church office will be open from 9 a.m.– 12 p.m. and 1–4 p.m. on
December 31 to receive year-end gifts. The church office is located in the
McKnight Building, 615 Telfair Street.

Online Giving: If you would like to give your contribution online, please 
visit our website, firstpresaugusta.org and click on the “Give” link in the 
top right corner.

Stock Donations: If you plan to donate stock to the church, please
contact Pam Turley, pturley@firstpresaugusta.org or 706.262.8821 or
706.284.3622, for information. Pam can also provide information on how
you can give gifts of real estate or bequests to the church.

Not to us, O Lord, not to us but to your name be the glory, because of your
love and faithfulness (Psalm 115:1).

Upcoming Events
10. Save the Dates: Gospel Priorities Seminar by Dr. Ellis, January 3-4
The Grace of God in Panoramic View 
Friday, 7–8:30 p.m. | Saturday, 8:30 a.m.–Noon | St. Andrew’s Hall | $5/person
To become more effective cross-cultural disciples, we need to know 
the Bible and its timeless truth for all people. Dr. Carl Ellis, our Pastoral 
Advisor for Strategic Initiatives, has taught this seminar all over the 
world. His unique style and personality helps connect the stories of the 
Bible from Genesis to Revelation in a way that is easy to understand and 
share with others. Watch for more information in the coming days.

11. Spring Bible Study Kickoff During Joint Sunday School, January 5 
9:45 a.m. | St. Andrew’s Hall | Guest Speaker: Dr. Mark Ross
Visit firstpresaugusta.org to Register for a Bible Study 
For More Information, Contact: Jess Romer, jromer@firstpresaugusta.org 
On Sunday, January 5, all adults will gather to hear from Dr. Mark Ross, 
who will give an overview of the Book of Hebrews. We will learn how the 
book of Hebrews is the fulfillment of God’s promise of a redeemer and the 
connection to Leviticus, which points to our need for a Savior—the one 
true and final sacrifice for all. Registration is now underway for studies for 
men and women, singles and couples. A complete list of dates and times is 
available at firstpresaugusta.org. Child care for some studies is available 
by online registration only. There will be a small group fair in the Commons 
after the Joint Sunday School to sign-up for groups and purchase books.

12. Interested in Joining? Inquirers Classes Begin January 19
Sundays, 9:45 a.m. | Session Room, Room 102
To Attend, Contact: Jess Romer, jromer@firstpresaugusta.org, 706.262.8855
If you are interested in making First Presbyterian your church home,
or are interested simply in knowing more about our church, you
are encouraged to attend an Inquirers Class. The next class begins
January 19 and will continue for the following three Sundays during
the Sunday School hour. The pastors will lead you in understanding our
doctrine, vision, and opportunities to serve in the church.

Celebrate the Season With Us!
5. Christmas Season Programming Changes 
Please be aware that on December 22 we will have worship at 8:30 
and 11 a.m. and Sunday School as usual, but we will not have an 
evening service on the 22nd. On December 29 we will have services 
at 8:30 and 11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., but we will not have Sunday 
School on the 29th.

6. Original Advent Music Available for Download
Available on iTunes, Apple Music, Spotify, Amazon Music, and Bandcamp
This Christmas season, our evening worship leader, Kirk Sauers, has 
collaborated with songwriters and musicians in our church called the 
Telfair Collective to put together an eight-song album of original music 
written specifically for our 2018 and 2019 Advent sermon series. 
Songwriters include Tori Aycock, Jami Harris, Morgan Lueck, and 
Susanna and Kirk Sauers. Musicians include Beth Carson, Brandt Fincher, 
Jonathan Harper, Andy Reid, Kirk Sauers, and Jason Vital. Vocalists are 
Tori Aycock and Kirk Sauers. You can find this album on iTunes, Apple 
Music, Spotify, or Amazon Music under the name “Telfair Collective.” If 
you don’t use any of those streaming platforms you can download the 
album using this link: telfaircollective.bandcamp.com/releases. 

7. Christmas Eve Jazz Concert, December 24
3:30 and 5:30 p.m.
This year we will have a pre-service concert by local jazz group, 
Voxnbass, featuring Monet Robinson and Travis Shaw playing 
traditional Christmas tunes.

8. Christmas Eve Services, December 24 
4 and 6 p.m. | Sanctuary
Our Christmas Eve Family Candlelight Services will include 
traditional Christmas carols, special music, and a message by 
Dr. Hearon. Nurseries will open at 3:30 p.m. for infants through 
younger 4 year olds. Children in Pre-K and older will remain in the 
service to worship with their parents.

9. Worship Services on December 29
Free Pizza Dinner in St. Andrew’s Hall Following Evening Service
On December 29 we will have services at 8:30 and 11 a.m., but we will 
not have Sunday School. The evening service will be at 6 p.m., during 
which the church family will end 2019 with a special worship service 
led by all our pastors to celebrate God’s faithfulness, consecrate 
ourselves to the Lord, and covenant with one another in preparation 
for a New Year of grace. Following the service you are invited to 
gather in St. Andrew’s Hall for a free pizza dinner and fellowship.

14. New Arrivals
We congratulate Julia and Brian Cook on the adoption of their first 
child, Mandie Ruth Cook, born on September 9.

15. Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to Lindsey and Noah Reeves and family 
on the death of Lindsey’s step-mother, Nancy Bennet, on December 4 in 
Aiken; and to Jeanette and Michael Merwin and family on the death of 
Michael’s mother, Fran Merwin, on December 10 in North Augusta.

16. Church Offices Closed
The church offices will be closed on Tuesday, December 17, at 12 p.m. for 
the staff Christmas party. The offices will also be closed from December 
23–December 27, in observance of Christmas, and on January 1 to 
celebrate the New Year.

Our Church Family

13. Christmas Love Gift Offering
Praise God for $33,087 Donated So Far!
Donations to the Christmas Love Gift Offering are still being accepted. 
Funds received will help extend Christ’s love to those in need through 
our Mercy Ministry, which seeks to restore people in our church and in 
the surrounding community. You can give online at firstpresaugusta.org 
by clicking on “Give”, then logging in and clicking the drop-down menu for 
Church Ministries and choosing Mercy Ministry or Love Gift Offering. 
You can also give by check with “Love Gift” noted on the memo line. 
Checks can be placed in the offering plate today or mailed to the church 
office, 615 Telfair Street, Augusta, GA 30901.

Love Gift Offering

We use an artificial tree and wreaths in St. Andrew’s Hall to make it an
allergy-friendly location for worship during the Christmas season.


