
Sunday, December 9, 2018

Today at First Presbyterian
1. Missionaries of the Week
The International Link—Augusta
The International Link exists to serve the needs of international 
visitors to the CSRA by offering Bible studies, dinners, English classes, 
and hospitality to demonstrate Christ’s love. Please pray that God 
continues to use the ministry to cause people to seriously consider the 
Scriptures and come to know Christ as Savior. Pray that the Lord will 
bring additional volunteers to help with International Link programs 
throughout the year.

2. Advent Sermon Series, December 2–24
Our Advent sermon series this year is titled “A New Song.” The book of 
Psalms, which is the hymnbook for God’s people, directly and indirectly 
proclaims the advent of Jesus Christ, the Messiah. Over the next few 
weeks leading up to Christmas, we are studying psalms that describe 
the benefits we receive as a result of the birth of Jesus Christ. We will 
explore psalms that pronounce the Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy that 
only Christ can provide. You are invited to join us as we unite with the 
psalmists in singing a new song of praise unto our gracious God for the 
incarnation of his beloved Son!

Church Office
The church office is located across the street from the sanctuary in the 
McKnight Building, 615 Telfair Street.

Office Hours
Monday – Friday
9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
1 – 4 p.m. 

Church Office/Reception
Patty Hood | Nicole Novak
churchoffice@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8900

Departmental Information
Nursery & Children’s Ministry
Elizabeth Barone, Ministry Asst.
ebarone@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8832

Youth Ministry
Karen Crisler, Ministry Asst.
kcrisler@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8849

Adult Discipleship
Women’s/Men’s Ministries
Jess Romer, Coordinator
jromer@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8855

Worship & Arts
Jonathan Harper, Coordinator
jharper@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8826

Outreach/Missions
Jonathan Harper, Interim Asst.
missions@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8860

Facilities & Events
Sandy Lanclos, Coordinator
slanclos@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8820

Finance/Accounting
Pam Turley, Manager
pturley@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8821

Communication/Publications
Vonnie Eidson, Director
veidson@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8822

Our Weekly Calendar
Today
8:30 &11 a.m. Morning Worship Services 
9:45 a.m. Adult Sunday School, various locations
9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School, various locations
4:30 p.m. Evensong Service of Lessons & Carols, Sanctuary
6:30 p.m. Evensong Service of Lessons & Carols, Sanctuary

Monday, December 10
3:30 p.m. Hope Ballet, Harmony Hall
7 p.m.  Upward Bound Christmas Party, The Depot

Tuesday, December 11
10 a.m.  LILY Moms, St. Andrew’s Hall

Thursday, December 13
11:30–4 p.m. Church offices closed for Staff Christmas Party
11 a.m.  Midweek Bible Hour, The Eve Room

Sunday, December 16
8:30 &11 a.m. Morning Worship Services 
9:45 a.m. Adult Sunday School, various locations
9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School, various locations
6:30 p.m. Evening Service with Communion, Sanctuary

For more information on the mission, ministries and events at  
First Presbyterian Church, please visit firstpresaugusta.org.

615 Telfair Street • Augusta, Georgia 30901
706.262.8900 • firstpresaugusta.orgStreet address: 642 Telfair Street, Augusta, Georgia 30901

Mailing address: 615 Telfair Street, Augusta, Georgia, 30901
706.262.8900 · firstpresaugusta.org

Save the Date
January Bible Study Kickoff......................................................................January 16

Inquirers Class Begins................................................................................January 20

Bible & Missionary Conference........................................February 27–March 3

Our Church Family
3. New Arrival
We congratulate Sarah and John Eckley on the birth of their third child, 
Anna Patten Rose Eckley, on December 4.

4. Church Offices Closed
The church offices will be closed from 11:30 a.m.–4 p.m. on Thursday, 
December 13, for the staff Christmas party. The offices will also be 
closed on December 24 and 25 in observance of Christmas, and on 
December 31 and January 1 to celebrate the New Year.

5. Staff Update
We are pleased to welcome First Pres member Nicole Novak to our staff 
team as part-time receptionist. Nicole will share responsibilities with Patty 
Hood, who worships at Redemption Church. Patty started with us on a 
temporary basis, but will be staying on long term. Nicole will work Monday 
afternoons and all day on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Patty will work 
Monday mornings and all day on Thursdays and Fridays. We are grateful for 
the Lord’s provision of these two gifted, joyful servants!

18. Building GeneroCity2 Financial Update
Balance Remaining ........................................................................................$266,631

19. Financial Update
Ministry gifts for the week of December 2 ............................................ $83,569
Year-to-Date budget goal .......................................................................$3,927,396
Total ministry gifts .....................................................................................$3,770,783
Budget/giving position ..............................................................................($156,613)

Generous Giving



Youth Ministry
14. High School Mission Trip, December 28-30
Cost: $45 | Register before December 20
Register Online: firstpresaugusta.org/grow/youth
Contact: Karen Crisler, 706.262.8849 or kcrisler@firstpresaugusta.org
Registration is now open! All high school students, 15 and older, are 
invited to participate in a disaster response mission trip, December 28-30. 
Students will partner with a local PCA church in Albany, Georgia, to help 
clean up damage from hurricane Michael. This is a wonderful opportunity 
for students to serve others and grow closer to one another. Contact 
Karen Crisler for additional information. Please register by December 20. 

Love Gift Offering
13. Christmas Love Gift Offering
Praise God for $26,276 Donated So Far! 
Donations to the Christmas Love Gift Offering are still being accepted. 
Funds received will help extend Christ’s love to those in need through 
our Mercy Ministry, which seeks to restore people in our church and in 
the surrounding community. You can give online at firstpresaugusta.org 
by clicking on “Give”, then logging in and clicking the drop-down menu for 
Church Ministries and choosing Mercy Ministry Love Gift Offering. You 
can also give by check with “Love Gift” noted on the memo line. Checks 
can be placed in the offering plate today or mailed to the church office, 
615 Telfair Street, Augusta, GA 30901.

Celebrate the Season With Us!

6. Evensong Services of Lessons and Carols, Today
4:30 and 6:30 p.m. |Sanctuary 
Our Evensong Services of Lessons and Carols will feature the 
children’s Canterbury Choir, Youth Choir, adult Chancel Choir and 
orchestra, with Advent and Christmas Scripture lessons. The Evensong 
service is a great opportunity to invite others to join you for a special 
evening of worship. Nurseries will open at 4 p.m. for infants through 
younger 4 year olds. Children in pre-K through second grade will be 
released during the service for evening activities.

7. Christmas Season Worship Service Changes
Please be aware that we will have worship on December 23 at 8:30 
and 11 a.m. with no evening service, and on December 30 we will 
have services at 8:30 and 11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., but we will not have 
Sunday School on the 30th.

8. Christmas Eve Services, December 24 
4 and 6 p.m. | Sanctuary 
Our Christmas Eve Family Candlelight Services will include a 
children’s story, traditional Christmas carols, and special music. 
Nurseries will open at 3:30 p.m. for infants through younger 4 year 
olds. Children in pre-K and older will remain in the service to worship 
with their parents.

9. Advent Devotional Guides: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Available as a digital version online at firstpresaugusta.org
The 2018 Advent Devotional Guide, written by members, officers, 
pastors, and other church staff members, is illustrated with photos 
of the beautiful Chrismon ornaments that adorn our sanctuary 
Christmas trees each year. We hope you will use the guide to enjoy 
the opportunity for personal and/or family worship to prepare your 
hearts and rejoice that God has heard the prayers of his people and 
has indeed come to save us! Visit the home page of our website, 
firstpresaugusta.org for a digital version of the guide.

10. First Pres Christmas Ornaments on Sale, December 9, 16
Before and After Services in The Commons | Suggested Donation $20
Hope for Augusta is offering beautiful ornaments depicting the 
First Presbyterian sanctuary for a suggested donation of $20 at a 
table in The Commons on December 2, 9, and 16. Proceeds from 
this “Summer in December” fundraiser will help support programs 
for inner city students participating in Hope for Augusta this 
summer. 

We use an artificial tree and wreaths in St. Andrew’s Hall to make it an
allergy-friendly location for worship during the Christmas season.

Giving Statements
17. Year-end Giving
Year-end Giving 
Thank you for your generous giving toward the mission of First 
Presbyterian Church in 2018. Please pray that God will allow you to 
continue to be faithful in your giving throughout the remainder of the year 
so that we can not only meet, but surpass our budget goal by the end of the 
year. This will help us generate greater ministry efforts for the year ahead. 
 
Year-End Giving Guidelines: Please remember that if you desire to 
receive contribution credit for a gift in 2018, all gifts must be received 
by December 31. You can give during the worship services on Sunday, 
December 30, mailed gifts must be postmarked by Monday, December 
31. The church office will be open from 9 a.m.–4 p.m. on December 28 to 
receive year-end gifts. As a reminder, the church office is located in the 
McKnight Building, 615 Telfair Street. 
 
Online Giving: If you would like to give your contribution online, please visit 
our website, firstpresaugusta.org and click on the “Give” link in the top 
right corner. 
 
Stock Donations: If you plan to donate stock to the church, please 
contact Pam Turley, pturley@firstpresaugusta.org or 706.262.8821 or 
706.284.3622, for information. Pam can also provide information on how 
you can give gifts of real estate or bequests to the church.
 
Not to us, O Lord, not to us but to your name be the glory, because of your 
love and faithfulness (Psalm 115:1).

Disaster Response
15. Help for Church and Families in Paradise, California
Donate online: ridgepresbyterian.org/camp-fire or donate via check:  
Ridge Presbyterian Church, 56 Hanover Lane, Suite 100, Chico, CA 95973
Josh Lee, son of First Pres members Lesia and Jeff Lee, is one of the pastors 
of Ridge Presbyterian Church (PCA) in Paradise, California. Devastating 
fires have destroyed the city of Paradise, including the church facilities and 
homes of Ridge members. Many members are dealing with the trauma of 
escaping the flames, lost jobs/businesses, and deciding where and how to 
relocate and rebuild. A fund has been set up through the Ridge website with 
100 percent of donations going directly to the church members. Checks 
can also be sent to Ridge Presbyterian Church. If you prefer, you can donate 
through Mission to North America, pcamna.org. Let us prayerfully consider 
how the Lord might have us help this sister church and the body of believers 
at Ridge Presbyterian Church during this Christmas season.

Upcoming Events
11. The Lord’s Supper and Healing Prayer, December 16
The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper will be administered in the 6:30 p.m. 
service on December 16. Following the service, elders will be available 
to pray with you and anoint you with oil. As you experience the mercy of 
God through his sacraments, we invite you to help provide for deeds of 
mercy for church members and others by giving to the Diaconate Mercy 
Fund. You may use the pew envelope or write a check, clearly indicating 
that your gift is for the Diaconate Mercy Fund.

12. Mercy Ministry Fund 
The Diaconate Mercy Ministry was created to help serve and provide 
for others in the context of our local church family. Throughout the 
year, we collect money to help relieve the burdens and hearts of those 
in our fellowship with financial need. If you or anyone you know needs 
help from this ministry of the Deacons, please make your Parish Elder 
or Deacon aware of the need, or contact your class Elder or other class 
leader. All requests are handled with confidentiality and sensitivity.

Christmas Season Worship Services

Hope for Augusta
16. Hope Ballet Recitals, December 17
Harmony Hall | Recitals at 3:30 p.m. and 4:15 p.m.
Hope Ballet would like to invite the members of First Presbyterian to 
attend the 2018 Hope Ballet recitals. The recitals feature the Hope Ballet 
classes as they perform the dances they have been preparing all semester. 


