
Sunday, December 8, 2013

1. Missionaries of the Week 
Joanne and Ike Holton—MTW, Peru
The Holtons serve on our Medical Campus Outreach Team in Cusco, Peru. Pray for their preparations for 
the arrival of the MCO-Augusta Allied Health Student Mission Team that will be sharing the gospel and 
providing medical care and therapy to the people of Cusco and the village of Patabamba from December 
12-19. Pray for the Holtons’ ministry to unbelieving dental students at Andina University. Ask God to send a 
primary care provider for adults to join the team at La Fuente clinic in Cusco. Pray that Joanne and Ike will 
be a living testament of God’s grace and faithfulness.

2. Restoring and Rebuilding—Augusta Rescue Mission
One of our closest neighbors and partners in seeking to restore and rebuild is the Augusta Rescue Mission, 
located at 526 Walker Street. ARM’s mission is “Rebuilding Lives in Christ.”  Their primary program is focused 
on total life recovery utilizing a multi-phased, year-long program which includes rigorous discipleship course-
work, chapel services, work-details, resume-building and budgeting training, obtaining employment, and becom-
ing responsible residents in the local community. Our Diaconate works with the ministry on a regular basis and 
you will learn more about that connection at our Love Gift program tonight. For more information about the 
Augusta Rescue Mission visit AugustaRescueMission.org. 

3. Holy Communion
The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be administered today in both morning services, and you will have 
an opportunity to help provide for deeds of mercy for church members and others by giving to the Diaconate 
Mercy Fund. 

4. Additional Seating, Young Married Community Classroom
Additional seating for morning worship services is available today in the Young Married Community Classroom.

5. Christmas Love Gift Dinner: Restoring People Through Mercy, Tonight 
Our annual Christmas Love Gift Dinner is tonight at 6 p.m. at a cost of $5/per person, ages 4 and up, with 
a family maximum of $35, payable at the door. This dinner is a time for us to celebrate the gift of Christ’s 
mercy to us and extend his mercy to those in need. After dinner we will gather in the sanctuary at 6:45 p.m. 
to sing Christmas carols and learn how the Diaconate is demonstrating mercy and seeking to restore people 
in our own church and in the surrounding community. The offering collected during the Love Gift Dinner 
will continue to fund the Mercy Ministry. To create a more comfortable and conversational atmosphere, and 
because our large congregation no longer fits in one room, we have organized payment, seating and serving for 
the dinner as follows:
 Downtown Super Parish–Murphy Hall
 South Carolina Super Parish–Youth Ministry Building
 Columbia County, West Augusta and Hill Super Parishes–St. Andrew’s Hall

6. Can-Do! Canned Food Drive
The parishes of First Presbyterian Church have been collecting non-perishable canned food items since No-
vember 1 and the winner of the super parish competition will be announced at the Love Gift Dinner tonight. 
Your contribution will help Golden Harvest Food Bank provide for people throughout the CSRA this holiday 
season. Last year we collected a total of 3,460 pounds of canned goods; this year our goal has been to collect 
two tons (4000 lbs.) of canned food. 
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Celebrate the Season With Us!
7. Evensong Services of Lessons and Carols, December 15, 5 and 7 p.m. 
Our Evensong Services of Lessons and Carols will be December 15 at 5 and 7 p.m., and will feature 
the adult Chancel Choir and children’s Canterbury Choir accompanied by orchestra with Advent and 
Christmas Scripture lessons read by our pastors. Our traditional Evensong service is a First Pres family 
favorite and a great opportunity to invite others to join you for a special worship service. 

8. Christmas Eve Services, December 24, 4 and 6 p.m.
The identical Christmas Eve Family Candlelight Services will include a children’s story, traditional 
Christmas carols and special music provided by the Feast of Trumpets Brass Quintet and organ. 

9. New Arrivals
We congratulate Mary and Adam Lipham on the birth of their second child, Julia Karis Lipham, on  
November 30 in Augusta.

10. Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to Lisa and Allen Blalock and family on the death of Lisa’s mother, Doris 
Reinhardt on November 24 in Charlotte, North Carolina; and to Margaret and Jae Kim and family on the 
death of Margaret’s mother, Ruth Hardy, on November 26 in Augusta.

11. Staff Update
We are happy to announce the hiring of two temporary administrative assistants to serve our Family  
Ministries as we seek to evaluate the best staff configuration for our growing church. Kaitlyn Frits is 
working with the Youth Ministry and with Rev. John Franks in the areas of worship and family nurture. 
Kaitlyn has a degree in communication disorders from Valdosta State University and has served as a Youth 
Ministry intern at churches in the past. Emily Morgan is working part time with the Children’s and Nursery 
Ministries. She has a degree in early childhood education from Augusta State University and she and her 
husband, Evan, serve in the second grade catechism class and help with First Sunday Movie Night.

Our Church Family

12. Family Advent Devotional Guides
The Children’s Ministry has 2013 Family Advent Devotionals available in the Welcome Center for a nominal 
fee of $2 (cash or check only, please). As your family reflects on the Advent season, this devotional guide by 
Beth Myers and B.A. Snider will help children grasp the true meaning of Christmas. The guide includes the 
following for each day: Scripture reading, lesson, questions, memory verse, and a hymn. It will also teach about 
each candle lit for Sundays in Advent as well as providing a corresponding ornament template that children 
can color and decorate. Please note that there are a limited number available, so pick yours up today.

13. Children’s Love Gift Offering, November 3–December 8
The children’s annual Love Gift offering is now underway. Each child should have received a sippy cup in his 
or her Sunday School class for collecting money. This year the Children’s Ministry is partnering with Minus 
1 Orphan Ministry to support the Amadeaus Orphanage in Haiti. The offering will be turned in today in 
conjunction with the Love Gift Dinner. 

Children’s Ministry



17. High Life Winter Retreat, December 28-31
High School students are encouraged to sign-up today for the 2013 Winter Retreat in Jacksonville, Florida. 
Students will attend the Campus Outreach Christmas conference, featuring incredible worship and engaging 
speakers. They will spend three nights at the Hyatt Regency, and engage in fun-filled activities at Jax Beach 
and St. Augustine. The cost is $199 and registration is available online at firstpresaugusta.org/youth.
The deadline to register is December 9, so please sign-up today.
18. High Life Christmas Party at St. John Towers, December 11
High Life will be hosting a Christmas party for residents of St. John Towers on December 11 from 6:30–8:30 
p.m. Students will meet at the Youth Ministry Building and then walk over to serve the residents of St. John 
Towers. Different tasks will be assigned to Discipleship Groups to make this an extra special Christmas event. 
Afterward, students will celebrate with hors d’oeuvres and a yogurt bar in the Youth Ministry Building. If you 
have further questions, please call Kaitlyn Frits in the Youth Ministry office at 706.262.8849.

Youth Ministry

Upcoming Events
14. Campus Outreach Christmas Conference
All FPC college students are invited to attend the Campus Outreach Christmas Conference in Jacksonville, 
Florida, planned for December 27–31. Keynote speakers for the conference include Randy Pope and Leonce 
Crump. Randy is the lead pastor at Perimeter Church in Johns Creek, Georgia, and Leonce is the lead pastor 
at Renovation Church in downtown Atlanta. The cost is $195 and registration is due by December 4.  
You can learn more about the conference and register online at the conference website: jax2013.com.  
If you have questions contact Jonathan Herriman, jonathan.herriman@campusoutreach.org, or J.T. Martin,  
jt.martin@campusoutreach.org.
15. Martin Luther King Memorial Observance, January 20
We are happy to announce that First Presbyterian will be hosting our community for the 25th Anniversary 
of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Observance at noon on Monday, January 20, 2014 in the sanctuary. 
Please join our pastors and officers in praying for this significant event in the life of our church and commu-
nity and make it a personal priority to attend.
16. Save the Date:  “Chosen Garment” Dramatic Presentation, January 24
Please save the date for a special dramatic presentation on Friday, January 24 at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary. In 
“Chosen Garment: The Whole Gospel in One Act,” Steven Mosely takes people on a whirlwind tour through 
the Bible that’s both humorous and deeply moving. Tickets will go on sale beginning December 26 for $10/
person or a family max of $20. Nursery will be provided for children ages 4 and under. Light refreshments will 
be served.

Heritage Academy
19. Christmas Drop-in Reception, December 11
Heritage Academy is celebrating the rich heritage of the former Houghton School with a Christmas Drop-in 
Reception, 11:30 a.m. –12:30 p.m. on December 11. Visit Heritage Academy at 333 Greene Street for a walk 
down memory lane touring the school, enjoying refreshments, and experience both the present and the future 
vision of today's Heritage Academy. The reception is free and open to the public. 

Outreach
20. Philippines Typhoon Disaster Response
Mission to the World is investigating and preparing to send an assessment team to the Philippines to evaluate 
how to respond to the devastation caused by super typhoon Haiyan, which tore through the central islands, 
causing widespread destruction and forcing over 673,000 from their homes. To donate online to these efforts 
visit mtw.org or send a check to MTW, P.O. Box 116284, Atlanta, GA  30368-6284, and designate your 
check for project #93995.



Today
8:30 & 11 a.m. Morning Worship with communion, Sanctuary
9:45 a.m.  Adult Sunday School, various locations
9:45 a.m.  Officer Training, Session Room
5 p.m.  Canterbury Choir, Choir Room
5 p.m.  Youth D-Groups , various locations
5 p.m.  Men’s Bible Study, Young Married Classroom
6 p.m.  Love Gift Dinner, various locations

Tuesday, December 10
6 a.m.   High School Prayer, the Willis home, 414 Dorchester Drive, Augusta, 30909

Wednesday, December, 11
6:30 p.m.  High Life Christmas Party at St. John Tower (grades 9-12),  
  meet at the Youth Ministry Building

Thursday, December 12
10:30 a.m. Morning Prayer Meeting, Session Room
11:15 a.m. Midweek Bible Hour, Adult Classroom
12 p.m.  Trinity Luncheon, Young Married Classroom
7 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary

Saturday, December 14
2 p.m.  Choirs/Orchestra Evensong Rehearsal, Sanctuary

Sunday, December 15
8:30 & 11 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary
9:45 a.m.  Adult Sunday School, various locations
9:45 a.m.  Officer Training, Session Room
3 p.m.  Evensong Rehearsal, Sanctuary
5 p.m.  Youth D-Groups , various locations
5 & 7 p.m. Evensong: Lessons and Carols, Sanctuary

Our Weekly Calendar

Generous Giving Update
21. Financial Update
Ministry gifts for the week of December 1 ..........................................$52,071
Year-to-date budget goal ..................................................................$3,323,077
Total ministry gifts ...........................................................................$2,965,851
Budget/giving position .......................................................................($357,225
Total 2013 Building GeneroCity gifts ................................................$686,170 
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