
Sunday, December 3, 2017

Today at First Presbyterian
1. Missionaries of the Week
Barbara and Bruce Wannemacher—Mission to the World; South Africa
The Wannemachers provide spiritual care and oversight for all the MTW 
missionaries and partners in Sub-Sahara Africa. Please pray that the Lord 
will continue to provide long-term missionaries to serve in the region. 
Pray for insight as they minister and develop MTW policies for future 
missionaries. Please pray for planning of the retreat in April that is held 
every four years for missionaries in Africa. 

2. Advent Sermon Series, December 3–24
In our Advent sermon series this year, we will examine “The Many Voices 
of Advent: Good News of Great Joy for All People.” We are pleased to 
welcome Rev. Scotty Smith of Nashville, Tennessee, who will preach 
today and on December 10, and 17. Rev. Mike Hearon will conclude the 
series in the morning services on Sunday, December 24. Join us as we 
consider how the prophets, shepherds, apostles, and angels all joined in 
the announcement of the Good News to come through Christ Jesus.

Our Weekly Calendar
Today (First Sunday of Advent)
8:30 & 11 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary
9:45 a.m. Sunday School, various locations
9:45 a.m. Officer Training, Room 201
5 p.m.  Canterbury Choir Rehearsal, Room 112
5 p.m.  Youth Choir Rehearsal, Room 114 
5 p.m.  Middle School D-Groups, various locations
6 p.m.  Love Gift Dinner, St. Andrew’s Hall
6:45 p.m. Love Gift Program, St. Andrew’s Hall

Monday, December 4
3:30 p.m. Hope Ballet, Harmony Hall
7 p.m.  Upward Bound, Westminster Lower School

Tuesday, December 5
3:30 p.m. Trinity Class Communion, Brandon Wilde 
  4275 Owens Rd., Evans, GA 30809

Wednesday, December 6
7:30 p.m. High Life Christmas Party, The Depot

Thursday, December 7
11:15 a.m. Midweek Bible Hour, Eve Room
7 p.m.  Evensong Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary

Saturday, December 9
9 a.m.  Evensong Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary

Sunday, December 10 (Second Sunday of Advent)
8:30 & 11 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary
9:45 a.m. Sunday School, various locations
4:30 p.m. Evensong Service of Lessons & Carols, Sanctuaryl
6:30 p.m. Evensong Service of Lessons & Carols, Sanctuary

The City
The City is an internal communication network that helps inform, unite 
and engage our church family. It is a secure online social network, and 
is accessible anytime, anywhere, from your computer, tablet or mobile 
device. Through The City we are able to share prayer requests, needs 
and event information instantly. Contact Lesley Hamm to request an 
invitation to join The City.

Church Office
The church office is located across the street from the sanctuary in the 
McKnight Building, 615 Telfair Street.

Office Hours
Monday – Friday
9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
1 – 4 p.m. 

Beth Carson
Office/Discipleship Assistant
churchoffice@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8900

Departmental Information
Nursery & Children’s Ministry
Elizabeth Barone, Admin Asst.
ebarone@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8832

Youth Ministry
Worship & Family Nurture
Alissa Preston, Admin Asst.
apreston@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8849

Adult Discipleship
Women’s/Men’s Ministries
Lesley Hamm, Coordinator
lhamm@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8831

Music & Arts
John Wilson, Director
jwilson@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8826

Outreach/Missions
Jonathan Harper, Pastoral Intern
jharper@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8860

Operations/Events
Sandy Lanclos, Admin Asst.
slanclos@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8820

Finance/Accounting
Pam Turley, Manager
pturley@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8821

Communication/Publications
Vonnie Eidson, Director
veidson@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8822

Save the Date
January Bible Study Kickoff......................................................................January 17

Our Church Family
3. New Arrivals
We congratulate Allison and Chandler Machemehl on the birth of their 
first child, Mabel Ray Machemehl, on November 29. 

4. Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to to Lisa and Jim Scarbrough and 
family on the death of Lisa’s mother, Miona Duke, on November 16 in 
Maryville, Tennessee; to Vanessa and Marcus Hawkins and family on the 
death of Marcus’s mother, Linda Brasfield, on November 25 in Pine Bluff, 
Arkansas; to Kay and Don Murphree and family on the death of Kay’s 
mother, Marjorie Alexander, on November 26 in North Augusta; and to 
Mary and Sylvester Brown and family on the death of Mary’s brother, 
James Fluellen, on November 28 in Cleveland, Ohio.

5. 2017 Advent Devotional Guides: Crown Him With Many Crowns
Available in the Commons
We are pleased to offer you a copy of an Advent Devotional Guide 
written by members, officers, pastors and other staff of the church. The 
guide is based on and illustrated with the beautiful Chrismon ornaments 
that adorn our sanctuary Christmas Trees. We hope you will enjoy the 
opportunity for personal and/or family worship to focus on the humble 
King who came to save us. Visit the news section of the home page of our 
website, firstpresaugusta.org for a digital version.



14. UH4C Foster Care Information Session, December 4
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. | In Focus Church
Contact: Sarah Burton, sburton@uh4c.org | Register or learn more: uh4c.org
If you are interested in learning more about the process of becoming a 
foster parent with Uniting Hope 4 Children, you are invited to attend this 
information session. Those who wish to proceed in the process will also 
want to set aside time for Impact Training which will extend over several 
weekends beginning January 19-20 at In Focus Church. Registration is 
required for these events.

15. Hope Ballet Recital, December 11
Harmony Hall | 5–6 year olds: 3:30–4:15 p.m. | 7–8 year olds: 4:15–5 p.m.
9–10 year olds: 5–6 p.m.
Hope Ballet would like to invite the members of First Presbyterian to 
attend the first Hope Ballet recital! This recital features the three Hope 
Ballet classes as they debut the dances they have been preparing all 
semester. Please join the dancers and their families after the recitals for 
light refreshments.

16. Register Now! Work as Worship One-Day Seminar,  
Friday, February 23
8 a.m.–5 p.m. | Various locations on the First Pres Campus
Registration fee: $25 | register at firstpresaugusta.org
As a kickoff to the 2018 Bible and Missionary Conference, First 
Presbyterian will be hosting a one-day national video seminar titled 
“Work as Worship.” This seminar will help participants understand how 
to integrate their faith into their work. Please prayerfully consider taking 
the day off on February 23 to invest in learning how to live even more 
missionally in the work place. Learn more about Work as Worship at 
workasworshipretreat.org.

Outreach

Children
10. Children’s Love Gift Offering 
Our Pre-K through fifth grade classes have the opportunity to share in 
the joy of giving through the Children’s Love Gift offering. The children 
decorated giving boxes to take home with the hope that they would look 
for opportunities to earn and collect money. The children’s offering will 
go to Gentle Hands Orphanage in Manila, Philippines, which provides 
residential home care and rehabilitation services to children in need. 
First Pres children are asked to return the giving boxes at the Love Gift 
dinner tonight. 

11. Children’s Love Gift Dinner
Children in Pre-K–fifth grade will be celebrating the Love Gift Dinner 
together in Harmony Hall. Parents will check in their school-aged 
children at the children’s lobby and drop them off at Harmony Hall 
beginning at 5:45 p.m. They will enjoy eating pizza together and singing 
carols then go to their normal Sunday classrooms for Christmas 
decorating and games. Parents should pick up their children from their 
classrooms. Nursery age children (6 wks - younger 4 year olds) should 
be fed in advance and taken to their normal Sunday evening classroom 
beginning at 5:40 p.m.

12. Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast, December 17
Drop-in: 8–11:30 a.m. | Room 112 (off the Commons)
The Children’s Ministry would like to thank the many members of First 
Presbyterian who selflessly give their time to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus to our little ones! Please join us for breakfast any time between 8 
and 11:30 a.m. on December 17 in room 112 (off the Commons).

Youth Ministry
13. High Life Mystery Trip, December 28-January 1
Cost: $295 | Registration deadline: December 12
Register online: firstpresaugusta.org/youth
Contact: Alissa Preston, apreston@firstpresaugusta.org
Registration for the High Life Mystery Trip is now underway for high 
school students. This will be an unforgettable trip to a mystery location! 
The cost includes transportation, lodging, meals, the speaker, a t-shirt 
and amazing activities.  

Celebrate the Season With Us
6. Christmas Love Gift Dinner: Restoring People Through 
Mercy, Tonight 
Dinner, 6 p.m. | Program, 6:45 p.m. | St. Andrew’s Hall 
Cost for Dinner: $5/person, middle school and older; Family Maximum: $25 
Purchase tickets at the door.
The annual Christmas Love Gift Dinner is tonight at 6 p.m. in  
St. Andrew’s Hall. This dinner is a time for us to celebrate the 
gift of Christ’s mercy to us and extend his mercy to those in need 
through the offering collected to fund the Mercy Ministry. After 
dinner we will sing Christmas carols and observe the ways mercy 
has been extended with a brief presentation from the Diaconate 
demonstrating ways they are seeking to restore people in our 
own church and in the surrounding community. The dinner will 
be catered for $5/per person, middle school students and older, 
with a family maximum of $25, payable at the door. School-aged 
children in Pre-K through fifth grade will have a free pizza supper 
in Harmony Hall; infants–younger 4 year olds should be fed 
before arrival.

7. Evensong Services of Lessons and Carols, December 10 
4:30 and 6:30 p.m. |Sanctuary 
Our Evensong Services of Lessons and Carols will feature the 
children’s Canterbury Choir, Youth Choir, adult Chancel Choir 
and orchestra, with Advent and Christmas Scripture lessons. The 
Evensong service is a great opportunity to invite others to join you 
for a special evening of worship. Nurseries will open at 4:15 p.m. for 
children ages 3 and younger. Children in Pre-K through second grade 
will be released during the service for evening activities.

8. Christmas Eve Services
8:30 and 11 a.m. | Sanctuary
This year, since Christmas Eve falls on Sunday, our candlelight 
services will be at 8:30 and 11 a.m., and will include the traditional 
Christmas carols and special music. We will not have Sunday 
School or an evening service, and all other regular Sunday activities 
are canceled to allow maximum family celebration time for church 
members, ministry staff, operations staff, and volunteers.

We use an artificial tree and wreaths in St. Andrew’s Hall to make it an  
allergy-friendly location for worship during the Christmas season.

Senior Pastor Search
9. Pastoral Search
Our Session and Pastoral Search Committee are in the initial stages of 
developing a strategy for seeking First Presbyterian’s next pastor. Please 
pray for this process and for all involved. All inquiries, suggestions or 
comments should be directed to pastorsearch@firstpresaugusta.org or 
to Pastor Search/Confidential, 615 Telfair Street, Augusta, GA 30901.

Generous Giving
17. Financial Update
Ministry gifts for the week of November 26 ......................................... $46,571
Year-to-Date budget goal .......................................................................$3,731,321
Total ministry gifts .....................................................................................$3,593,556
Budget/giving position ..............................................................................($137,765)

18. Building GeneroCity2 Financial Update
Gifts to Building GeneroCity2 in 2017 ..................................................$706,859
Total gifts to Building GeneroCity2 .................................................... $4,893,145
Building GeneroCity2 giving completed ................................................... 75.28%


