
Sunday, November 17, 2013

1. Missionaries of the Week 
Kristen and Nathan Henson—MTW, Peru
Kristen and Nathan Henson serve with our Medical Campus Outreach team in Cusco, Peru. Pray that Nathan’s 
heart would continue to be burdened for the Peruvian people, and that his practice of ophthalmology would be 
a huge service to the physical needs of the clinic patients. Pray for the Hensons’ marriage, that they would have a 
loving, healthy, Christ-centered marriage. Pray that God would give them wisdom in raising their boys and that 
their home would be loving and sacrificial.

2. Restoring and Rebuilding—Insight Counseling of Augusta 
One of the most profound ways God is at work in Restoring People and Rebuilding Places Through the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ is through the ministry of Rev. Berry Hudson and Julie Phillips of Insight Counseling of Augusta 
(formerly Hindsight Counseling of Augusta). Berry and Julie help individuals, couples, children and families in 
the most challenging situations in life. Their ministry is based on a commitment to grace-centered transforma-
tion. It is through the tremendous grace extended to us in the person of Jesus Christ, through his life, death and 
resurrection, that we can have real confidence that God is actively involved in every aspect of our lives. Please 
pray that God will continue to use Berry and Julie more and more to reveal how the truth of God’s Word speaks 
to every circumstance, giving wisdom, instruction and encouragement.

3. Parish Worship 
The parish of the month for November is the Wheeler Parish. Members of this parish are worshiping together at 
11 a.m. in St. Andrew’s Hall each Sunday this month to foster community, connection and fellowship.

4. Surviving the Holidays—for Those Who Are Grieving, Today, 5 p.m. 
The GriefShare: “Surviving the Holidays” session will meet today at 5 p.m. in the Telfair Room and is open to 
anyone who is grieving the loss of a loved one.
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5. Wedding
We express best wishes to Jennifer (Slavens) and Aaron Hobbs who were married on November 9, 2013, 
here at First Presbyterian Church.

6. Staff Updates  
The Youth Ministry is pleased to announce the hiring of Mackenzie Burgess as a two-year intern. Mackenzie is 
a member of First Pres and the daughter of Lisa and Keith Burgess. She is a 2013 graduate of Georgia College 
and State University where she received a Bachelor of Arts degree in mass communication.

After three-and-a-half years of committed service to First Presbyterian as Director of Virtual Outreach and 
Information Technology, Clifford Eckles has accepted a position with a local IT service company, IntelliSystems. 
We thank God for the excellent way Clifford has served our congregation and helped advance our technological 
abilities. David Jones has been hired to assist with IT on an interim basis.

On November 27, we will bid a fond farewell to Whitney Fee, who has served with excellence the Youth Ministry, 
Children’s Ministry, the Family Nurture Ministry and Worship team for the past two years. Whitney will be  
moving to Charleston, South Carolina, to work with Amazon.com’s self-publishing division.
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11. Family Advent Devotional Guides
The Children’s Ministry has 2013 Family Advent Devotionals available in the Welcome Center for a nominal 
fee of $2 (cash or check only, please). As your family reflects on the Advent season, this devotional guide by 
Beth Myers and B.A. Snider will help children grasp the true meaning of Christmas. The guide includes the 
following for each day: Scripture reading, lesson, questions, memory verse, and a hymn. It will also teach about 
each candle lit for Sundays in Advent as well as providing a corresponding ornament template that children 
can color and decorate. Please note that there are a limited number available, so pick yours up today.

12. Children’s Love Gift Offering, November 3–December 8
The children’s annual Love Gift offering is now underway. Each child should have received a sippy cup in his 
or her Sunday School class to take home for collecting money. This year the Children’s Ministry is partnering 
with Minus 1 Orphan Ministry to support the Amadeaus Orphanage in Haiti. The offering will be turned in 
on December 8 in conjunction with the Love Gift Dinner. 

Children’s Ministry

Parishes
10. Can-Do! Canned Food Drive During the Month of November
The parishes of First Presbyterian Church are collecting non-perishable canned food items from now through 
December 8. Your contribution will help Golden Harvest Food Bank provide for people throughout the 
CSRA this holiday season. Last year we collected a total of 3,460 pounds of canned goods; this year we want 
to surpass that goal and collect two tons (4000 lbs.) of canned food! Watch for more information on The City 
from your parish leaders for drop-off sites and collection projects.

Upcoming Events
7. Andrew Peterson Concert—Tickets Going Fast! 
Only a few tickets remain available to the Andrew Peterson Christmas concert, “Behold the Lamb of God,” at  
6:30 p.m. on December 16. For more information and to purchase tickets visit firstpresaugusta.org/ConcertAP 
or contact Mallory Sides, 706.262.8827.

8. Andrew Peterson Concert Volunteers
Many volunteers are needed to make the Andrew Peterson concert a success. If you have already purchased 
your ticket and are available to help during the day of the concert, please visit The City to sign up to help, or 
call Mallory Sides, 706.262.8827, to inquire about the available opportunities. Each volunteer will enjoy a free 
dinner and receive priority seating. 

9. Christmas Love Gift Dinner: Restoring People Through Mercy, December 8
The annual Christmas Love Gift Dinner will be Sunday, December 8, at 6 p.m. in various locations on the 
church campus. This dinner is a time for us to celebrate the gift of Christ’s mercy to us and extend his mercy 
to those in need. The dinner will be catered this year, for $5/per person, ages 4 and up, with a family maximum 
of $35, payable at the door. The offering collected during the Love Gift Dinner will continue to fund the 
Mercy Ministry. After dinner we will sing Christmas carols and observe the ways mercy has been extended 
with a brief presentation from the Diaconate demonstrating ways they are seeking to restore people in our 
own church and in the surrounding community. The winning team in the Can Do! canned food drive  
competition will also be announced. Watch for more details in the days to come.



13. High School Discipleship Group Meeting, 5 p.m. today
All High School DGroups will meet in the Youth Ministry Building’s high school room at 5 p.m. today to 
help organize and plan well for the second annual St. John Towers Christmas party. 

14. Upward Bound Party
Upward Bound will be presenting “A Tacky Christmas” on Monday, December 2, in the Youth Ministry 
Building from 7–8:30 p.m. Students are asked to dress in their “festive tackiest” and to bring $3 for dinner.

15. High Life Winter Retreat, December 28-31, 2013
High School students are encouraged to sign-up today for the 2013 Winter Retreat in Jacksonville, Florida. 
Students will attend the Campus Outreach Christmas conference, featuring incredible worship and engaging 
speakers. They will spend three nights at the Hyatt Regency, and engage in fun-filled activities at Jax Beach 
and St. Augustine. The cost is $199 and registration is available online at firstpresaugusta.org/youth.
The deadline to register is December 9, so please sign-up today.

16. High Life Christmas Party at St. John Towers, December 11
High Life will be hosting a Christmas party for residents of St. John Towers on December 11 from 6:30–8:30 
p.m. Students will meet at the Youth Ministry Building and then walk over to serve the residents of St. John 
Towers. Different tasks will be assigned to Discipleship Groups to make this an extra special Christmas event. 
Afterward, students will celebrate with hors d’oeuvres and a yogurt bar in the Youth Ministry Building. If you 
have further questions, please call Whitney Fee in the youth office at 706.262.8849.
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17. Philippines Typhoon Disaster Response
Mission to the World is investigating and preparing to send an assessment team to the Philippines to evaluate 
how to respond to the devastation caused by super typhoon Haiyan, which tore through the central islands, 
causing widespread destruction and forcing over 673,000 from their homes. To donate online to these efforts 
visit mtw.org or send a check to MTW, P.O. Box 116284, Atlanta, GA  30368-6284, and designate your 
check for project #93995.
 
18. Triple Donation Matching for Golden Harvest on November 18
Bank of America will be tripling donations made to Golden Harvest Food Bank on Monday, November 18. 
The minimum donation amount to qualify for tripling is $5 and the maximum donation amount per individual 
will be $1,000. If you are interested in making a donation on November 18, submit your pledge by visiting 
goldenharvest.org or calling 706.736.1199. Donations must be made by credit or debit card.

Generous Giving Update
19. Financial Update
Ministry gifts for the week of November 10 ........................................$69,750
Year-to-date budget goal ..................................................................$3,115,384
Total ministry gifts ...........................................................................$2,768,205
Budget/giving position .......................................................................($347,179
Total 2013 Building GeneroCity gifts ................................................$664,372 
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Today
8:30 & 11 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary
9:45 a.m.  Adult Sunday School, various locations
9:45 a.m.  Officer Training, Greene Street Downstairs
5 p.m.  Canterbury Choir, Choir Room
5 p.m.  Youth D-Groups , various locations (High school groups meet in the Youth Ministry Building)
5 p.m.  Women’s Bible Study, Eve Room
5 p.m.  Men’s Bible Study, Young Married Classroom
5 p.m.  GriefShare: Surviving the Holidays, Telfair Room
6:30 p.m.  Evening Worship, Sanctuary

Monday, November 18
7 p.m.  Upward Bound, Westminster Schools Lower School Gym, 3067 Wheeler Rd.

Tuesday, November 19
6 a.m.   High School Prayer, the Willis home, 414 Dorchester Drive, Augusta, 30909
10 a.m.  Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS), St. Andrew’s Hall
6 p.m.  Officers Dinner and Meetings, St. Andrew’s Hall

Wednesday, November 20
9:30 a.m.  Women’s Bible Study, Eve Room
7:30 p.m.  High Life (grades 9-12), Youth Ministry Building

Thursday, November 21
9 a.m.  Lord, Teach Us to Pray group, Eve Room
10:30 a.m. Morning Prayer Meeting, Session Room
11:15 a.m. Midweek Bible Hour, Adult Classroom
12:15 p.m. Trinity Class Luncheon, Young Married Classroom

Sunday, November 24
8:30 & 11 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary
9:45 a.m.  Adult Sunday School, various locations
9:45 a.m.  Officer Training, Greene Street Downstairs
11 a.m.  MCO Community Luncheon, Murphy Hall
12:30 p.m. Young Married Community Luncheon, St. Andrew’s Hall
5 p.m.  Canterbury Choir, Choir Room
5 p.m.  Session Shepherding Meeting, Session Room
5 p.m.  Youth D-Groups , various locations
5 p.m.  Men’s Bible Study, Young Married Classroom
5:15 p.m.  Missionary Prayer Hour, St. Andrew’s Hall
6:30 p.m.  Evening Worship, Sanctuary
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Future Events
Thanksgiving Service, 6:30 p.m. ........................................................................................ Sunday, November 24
Love Gift Dinner, 6 p.m. .....................................................................................................Sunday, December 8
Evensong Service, 6:30 p.m. ..............................................................................................Sunday, December 15
Christmas Eve Services, 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. .......................................................................Tuesday, December 24


