
Sunday, August 30, 2015

Today at First Presbyterian
1. Missionaries of the Week 
Westminster Schools of Augusta—Augusta
Westminster is an independent day school with students in kindergarten through 12th grade, that seeks to glorify 
God by providing an excellent education that equips students to live extraordinary lives for Jesus Christ. Pray that 
the students and faculty will adjust well to their new classes and that the new students will form friendships quickly. 
Pray that the students will grow mentally and spiritually, and that the hearts of students and faculty would be 
focused on Christ.

2. Erskine Seminary Emphasis
Representatives from Erskine Theological Seminary will be available on the plaza in front of the sanctuary today 
to provide information on classes offered this fall at the Augusta Campus of Erskine Seminary, here at First 
Presbyterian Church. Tonight, Dr. Paul Kooistra, president of Erskine College and Seminary, will be the guest 
preacher in our evening service. Immediately following the service there will be a Meet and Greet in Letchford 
Hall where prospective students can meet Dr. Kooistra.

3. Foster Care Ministry Orientation Meeting, 4 p.m., Murphy Hall
First Presbyterian Church is partnering with other local churches to bring Uniting Hope 4 Children to Augusta. 
First Pres will host an orientation session today at 4 p.m. in Murphy Hall for all who are interested in becoming a 
foster family, or serving as a respite caregiver or babysitter for children in foster care. Child care will be provided for 
orientation. If you are unable to attend today, there will be other sessions September 8 at In Focus Church and  
September 13 at Redemption Church. You may also contact Mary Ann Wilkie, mad31281@aol.com or 706.495.0076  
to learn more about foster care. Families that wish to foster or provide respite care will also need to attend Impact 
Training, September 18-20 at In Focus Church.

4. Canterbury Choir Auditions, 5 p.m., Choir Room
The Canterbury Choir is open to 7-year-olds through sixth graders, and auditions for new members are today in 
the choir room. Those auditioning may drop in between 5 and 6:15 p.m. to sing for a few minutes with Mallory 
Sides, the Canterbury Choir director. Parents of children who are unable to meet tonight may schedule a different 
time by calling 706.831.7703 or emailing msides@firstpresaugusta.org. Previous choir members do not need to 
re-audition, but need to let Mrs. Sides know if they would like to be in the choir again.

5. Women’s Prayer Time Tonight, 5 p.m., Letchford Hall
The mission of the Women’s Ministry is for every woman of First Presbyterian Church to be filled with the 
knowledge of God’s will, with all wisdom and spiritual understanding, so that we may live lives that are worthy 
of the Lord and pleasing to him in every way, producing fruit in every good work and growing in the knowledge 
of God. (Col 1:9-10) With this in mind, we want to begin our year together praying through Scripture for all 
the needs of our ministry, our leaders and the women of First Pres. We can do nothing without Christ’s work 
through us, so please join us today in Letchford Hall from 5–6 p.m. Emily Freeman and Karon Williamson will 
lead this time. Child care is available. After this initial gathering, we will meet on the fourth Sunday of each 
month in Murphy Hall.
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Upcoming Events
10. Sacred Art Exhibit by First Pres Artists, September 13
Make plans to stop by St. Andrew’s Hall before or after services on September 13 to experience the artistic gifts of 
First Presbyterian members. You will have an opportunity to view works in various media and genres created by our 
artists. For more information, please contact John Wilson, 706.262.8826 or jwilson@firstpresaugusta.org.

11. New Season of MOPS Begins in September
Are you an expectant mom, or a mom of a child/children age birth to kindergarten seeking encouragement, 
friendship, and equipping during this stage of motherhood? MOPS is an international ministry designed to 
serve, support, and connect moms just like you. We have two MOPS groups that meet here at First Presbyterian 
on select Tuesday and Wednesday mornings from September through May. For meeting dates, more information, 
and to register, visit firstpresaugusta.org/grow/nursery/mops/. Registration is $60 and covers the cost of MOPS 
international dues and child care during the meetings.

12. Interested in Joining?
If you are interested in making First Presbyterian your church home, or are interested simply in knowing more 
about our church, you are encouraged to attend an Inquirers Class. The next class begins September 13 and will 
continue for the next six Sundays during the Sunday School hour. The pastors will lead you in understanding our 
doctrine, vision and opportunities to serve in the church. If you would like to attend please contact Lesley Hamm, 
706.262.8831, or lhamm@firstpresaugusta.org.  

8. Post Abortion Bible study
Forgiven and Set Free is an inspired Bible study that effectively ministers God’s healing grace to women who are 
suffering remorse and guilt over a past abortion. This confidential eight-week study will begin in September. If 
interested, contact Nan, 706.860.4866.

9. Evening Bible Study for Busy MCO Wives 
Come dig into Ephesians with a simple format on Mondays from 7-8 p.m. If interested contact Bev Wright, 
wright733@gmail.com.

Women’s Ministry

6. Wedding
We express best wishes to Hardi (O’Neill) and Joseph Morris who were married August 22, here at First 
Presbyterian Church.

7. Sympathy
Christian sympathy is expressed to Doris Sofge and family on the passing of Doris’s husband, Bill Sofge, who 
went to be with the Lord on August 24. Mr. Sofge was a member of First Presbyterian for 32 years.

Our Church Family

Labor Day Family Picnic, Sunday, September 6
One of the favorite First Pres events each year is the Labor Day Family Picnic at the Presbyterian Peninsula, 
scheduled this year on Sunday, September 6. Today is the last day to purchase barbecue plates at the early-bird 
price of $8/person with a family maximum of $36; tomorrow prices go up to $9/person. Children ages 4 and 
under eat free with a paying adult. The Sunday evening service will be held at the lake instead of at the church. 
For more information and to register and pay online, visit the church website, firstpresaugusta.org, or go 
directly to the Labor Day event page on The City.
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Outreach
19. Southern Hospitality Banquet, An Opportunity for Friendships with Internationals, September 11
The International Link is hosting its 16th annual Southern Hospitality Banquet to welcome international students, 
researchers and military students to the CSRA on Friday, September 11, at 6:30 p.m. in St. Andrew’s Hall. Two 
American Christians are needed to host each of the 32 tables. Sponsor a table for $120. Contact: John or Liz Steketee, 
706.760.4152, or register online: theinternationallink.com.

20. GriefShare Sessions Begin September 13
The fall session of GriefShare begins Sunday, September 13. This 13-week Christ-centered program is designed to 
bring healing to individuals grieving the loss of a loved one, no matter how long it has been since the loss. Participants 
are free to join at any point during the 13 weeks. Meetings will be held from 4–6 p.m. at Trinity-on-the-Hill United 
Methodist Church, 1330 Monte Sano Avenue in the Adult Education Building, Room 153-A. The cost is $20 and 
scholarships are available. Contact Helen Morgan, 706.855.7218, for more information.

21. Hope For Augusta Needs Volunteers to Minister to Downtown Children
Volunteers are needed to help tutor kindergarten through fifth grade children in Hope for Augusta’s Reaching 
Higher Program on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 3:30-5:30 p.m. Volunteers are also needed to minister 
to children at the New Town Bible study Thursday evenings from 6–8 p.m. For more information, contact Stephen 
Pittman, 678.234.9803 or stephen@hopeforaugusta.org.

Youth Ministry
13. High Flying Upward Bound (sixth-eighth grade) Kickoff, August 31 
Middle school students are invited to kick off the new school year with Upward Bound on Monday, August 31 from 
7-8:30 p.m. at Air Strike, 1249 Augusta West Parkway. The cost is $7 per student. Please submit the Airstrike waiver 
electronically or send a signed copy with your child. Students will not be able to participate without a signed waiver.

14. High School Prayer
Weekly Tuesday morning prayer resumes on Tuesday, September 1, at 6 a.m. at the Willis home, 414 Dorchester 
Drive, 30909, followed by breakfast at Chick-Fil-A. All high school students are encouraged to attend. 

15. Southern Soul High Life (ninth-12th grade) Kickoff, September 2
All high school students are invited to the High Life Kickoff on Wednesday, September 2 at 7:30 p.m. in the Youth 
Ministry Building for chicken, waffles and a whole lot of Southern Soul fun! The cost is $5 per student. 

16. Seventh-12th Grade Discipleship Groups
Discipleship Groups will begin on Sunday, September 13, at 5 p.m. for seventh-eighth graders and Wednesday, 
September 16, at 7:30 p.m. for ninth-12th graders. To register for a D-Group, go to the Youth Ministry web page at 
firstpresaugusta.org/youth. Registration will close on September 6. 

17. Upward Bound Fall Retreat, September 25-27
Middle school students, please mark your calendar for our annual Upward Bound Fall Retreat on September 25-27 
at the Presbyterian Peninsula. Registration will be due by September 14. Learn more at firstpresaugusta.org/youth. 

Youth Choir
18. New Youth Choir Begins September 13
Students in seventh – 12th grades are invited to join the new youth choir led by Lisa and John Wilson. The choir 
will practice on Sundays from 5 - 6:15 p.m. in the Eve Room beginning Sunday, September 13, and will not meet 
the last Sunday of each month. All who attend the first practice will be treated to ice cream sundaes. 
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Today
8:30 & 11 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary
9:45 a.m.  Sunday School Hour, Various Locations
9:45 a.m.  Officer Training, Session Room
4 p.m.  Uniting Hope 4 Children Foster Care Orientation, Murphy Hall
5 p.m.  Canterbury Choir Auditions, Choir Room
5 p.m.  Shepherding Meeting, Session Room
5 p.m.  Women’s Ministry Prayer Time, Letchford Hall
6:30 p.m.  Evening Worship Service, Sanctuary
7:30 p.m.  Erskine Seminary Prospective Student Meet and Greet, Letchford Hall

Monday, August 31
7 p.m.  High Flying Upward Bound Kickoff (6th-8th grades), AirStrike, 1249 Augusta West 
  Parkway, 30909, $7/student

Tuesday, September 1
6 a.m.  High School Prayer, the Willis home, 414 Dorchester Drive, 30909

Wednesday, September  2
9:30 a.m.  Women’s Bible Study, Eve Room
7:30 p.m.  Southern Soul High Life Kickoff (9th-12th grades), Youth Ministry Building, $5/student
6:30 p.m.  Women’s Monthly Parish Bible Study Gathering, Geneva Room

Thursday, September 3
10:30 a.m. Morning Prayer Meeting, Geneva Room
11 a.m.  Midweek Bible Hour, Trinity Classroom

Sunday, September 6
8:30 & 11 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary
9:45 a.m.  Sunday School Hour, Various Locations
9:45 a.m.  Officer Training, Session Room
2 p.m.   Labor Day Family Picnic begins, Presbyterian Peninsula, 6143 Ridge Road, Appling
5 p.m.   Labor Day Barbecue Dinner served; meet at the Pavilion to check in
6 p.m.   Vespers, Presbyterian Peninsula
6:30 p.m.  No Evening Service at the church

Our Weekly Calendar
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23. Financial Update
Ministry gifts for the week of August 23, 2015 ...........................................................$50,513
Year-to-date budget goal ........................................................................................ $2,419,230
Total ministry gifts ................................................................................................. $2,276,530
Budget/giving position ............................................................................................($142,700)

22. Construction Update
The water main that runs under our building site is being re-routed this week. This will clear the way for construction 
to begin soon. Part of the parking lot on the Sixth Street side of the building is closed today because of this work.


