
Sunday, August 17, 2014

1. Missionaries of the Week 
J and G—Asia 
J and G work to develop micro-business opportunities for individuals to enter areas that are “closed” to gospel ministry. 
Please pray for their safety and for favor from officials. They are thankful for 10 new families that are entering into 
ministry in two restricted areas of Asia. Pray for them as they work with these new families to help them develop their 
ministry. Pray for additional administrative support in the USA that is needed as they expand their company.

2. Plaza Presence—Mothers of Preschoolers
During the month of August we are highlighting Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) with a display on the plaza 
in front of the church. MOPS is an outreach ministry, open to all women with children from pregnancy through 
kindergarten, and offers moms a break twice a month from changing diapers, cleaning up messes and answering the 
question “why” for the millionth time that morning. For four glorious hours a month MOPS moms can eat breakfast 
uninterrupted and have an adult conversation! Assistance is needed caring for children in the MOPPETS classrooms 
during meetings. Do you have two hours, two Tuesdays a month to spare?  Would you consider blessing our moms, 
by rocking their babies, or singing songs with their toddlers? For more information, speak with one of the MOPS 
representatives on the plaza or contact Jenny Wilson at jennyrw57@gmail.com.

3. Church Audit Results 
As a matter of good stewardship and financial accountability, the church undergoes an annual independent audit 
conducted by Cherry Bekaert, LLP. The Administrative Committee recently received this annual audit and is pleased 
to report that the financial statements and accounting procedures are in order. Cliff Eckles, chair of the Administrative 
Committee said, “I am grateful for the accounting and administrative staff for their exceptional work. It is our priority 
that the resources the Lord has entrusted to us are handled in an excellent and orderly manner.”

Today at First Presbyterian

Opportunities to Serve
4. Welcome Team
A Welcome Team is being built to help visitors navigate the obstacles that come up on a Sunday morning.  
This Team will be integral in helping our visitors find Children’s Sunday School Classrooms, Sunday School Classes 
for themselves, explain worship protocols and connect with other members. Please consider joining us Sunday, 
August 24 at 9:45 am in the Choir Room as we pray, discuss and plan for the Fall. Please contact Jess Romer if you 
have any questions at jromer@firstpresaugusta.org

5. MOPS Mentor Mom
Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) is an outreach ministry, open to all women with children from pregnancy through 
Kindergarten. It exists for the purpose of encouraging and equipping women to be the best wives and mothers they 
can be. During our meetings, we have the privilege of being mentored by an incredible group of “Mentor Moms.” 
These Titus 2 women encourage us with biblical truths, regale us with stories of their own mothering journeys, hold 
fussy babies, and show genuine love for all the moms present. We are currently in need of an additional Mentor Mom 
for our expanding group. Would you be willing to come alongside this younger generation of women, and encourage 
them? If yes, please contact Jenny Wilson at jennyrw57@gmail.com.



11. Registration and Training for Youth Volunteers 
Registration and training will be held on Sunday, August 24th at 5:30 p.m. in the Eve room for students under the 
age of 18 who would like to volunteer during the evening service in a nursery or children’s classes, or as a Sidekick 
for Hand in Hand. This training is for First Presbyterian members who have completed the Inquirers class, met 
with an elder, and taken their vows in front of the congregation.

Children’s Ministry

6. Announcing the Hiring of Dr. John Wilson, Director of Worship
The pastors and Session are grateful to God to be able to announce the hiring of Dr. John Wilson as Director of 
Worship at First Presbyterian Church. God has graciously provided a godly man with exceptional skill to lead the 
choir, play the organ and direct our music ministries. John’s talented wife, Lisa, will also be a great contributor to 
our ministry here as she is also an accomplished organist, pianist and choir director. The Wilsons will begin their 
ministry here in late September. They are the parents/in-laws of First Pres members Ryan and Jenny Wilson, and 
grandparents to Hannah, Caroline and Nathan.

Our Church Family

10. Seminary Education Available to All Members 
Seminary education is a viable consideration for any member of First Presbyterian Church. Erskine Seminary holds 
classes in Letchford Hall at First Pres, and any member can audit a class for free. Members also receive a 50 percent 
discount when taking classes for credit. Erskine will be offering an intensive class on New Testament 2 taught by 
Dr. Mark Ross over the course of three weekends: September 19-20, October 17-18, and November 14-15 from 
9 a.m.–5 p.m. Fridays and 9 a.m.–4 p.m. Saturdays. There will be two proctored exam times and dates that are to be 
determined. Register for credit or to audit at seminary.erskine.edu/admissions.

Seminary Training

7. Presbyterian Peninsula Workday, August 23
The Deacons will host a work day from 8 a.m.–1 p.m. at the church’s lake property located at 6143 Ridge Road, 
Appling on Saturday, August 23 (rain date, August 30). Please join many of our Deacons as they prepare for the 
church-wide Labor Day picnic. Primarily activities will include grounds maintenance and painting. If you would 
like to be a member of the regular maintenance team for the lake property, join the Peninsula Team group on The 
City. A complete project list will be listed there.

8. Labor Day Family Picnic, Sunday, September 1
One of the favorite First Pres events each year is the Labor Day Family Picnic at the Presbyterian Peninsula, 
scheduled this year on Sunday, August 31. Barbecue plates are on sale online for an early-bird price of $8/person 
with a family maximum of $36 through August 24; after that, prices go up to $9/person. Children ages 4 and under 
eat free with a paying adult. For more information and to register and pay online, visit firstpresaugusta.org or go 
directly to the Labor Day event page on The City. 

9. Inquirers Class Begins September 7
If you are interested in making First Presbyterian your church home, or are interested simply in knowing more 
about our church, you are encouraged to attend an Inquirers Class. The next class begins Sunday, September 7, and 
will continue for the next six weeks during the Sunday School hour. The pastors will lead you in understanding our 
doctrine, vision and opportunities to serve in the church. Please contact Lesley Hamm, 706.262.8831, or
lhamm@firstpresaugusta.org, if you would like to attend.

Upcoming Events



14. New Class for Young Professionals
A new Sunday School class for Young Professionals meets today at 9:45 a.m. in the Greene Street Building. The 
intention of this class is to explore together how to “Be the Church,” which involves holistic spiritual health, deeper 
connections to the whole body of Christ, and a commitment to serve and advance the Kingdom of God. The core 
group of this class will be those in their 20s and 30s, single or married. Also, those who want to invest in this crucial 
demographic are invited into this community as well. The class will study the Westminster Confession of Faith in 
an interactive way that will stimulate self-discovery and allow for practical application.

15. Bible Study for Medical/Dental Wives Begins August 19
Side By Side is a ministry that seeks to encourage women married to medical and dental students, residents and 
fellows, and help them handle the unique demands of this time in their lives. The next study begins August 19, and 
meets weekly on Tuesdays from 9:30–11:30 a.m. at Warren Baptist Church, 3203 Washington Road. For more 
information on the study contact Ilene Sanders, 706.267.1426 or ileneroses@gmail.com. 

16. Medical Campus Outreach Wives Evening Bible Study 
Wives of medical/dental students or residents interested in an evening Bible study are encouraged to contact Betsy 
Lane, betsylane4@gmail.com or 706.296.3477.

17. Save the Date: Fall Bible Studies Begin with Bill Jones Event on September 3
Dr. Bill Jones will return to First Presbyterian on Wednesday, September 3, in St. Andrew’s Hall at 6:30 p.m. to 
help launch our fall season of small group Bible studies using his book, Putting Together the Puzzle of the New 
Testament. Last year we worked through his book on the Old Testament; this New Testament study will continue 
to help us develop a life-long discipline of reading our Bibles and relying on Scripture as our comprehensive 
source for Christ-centered living. Childcare is available for Nursery through 5th grade by rsvp only to Lesley 
Hamm, lhamm@firstpresaugusta.org. Fall Bible studies are now available for both men and women, please visit 
firstpresaugusta.org or The City for a complete list of dates and times and to sign up. 

Adult Discipleship

Youth Ministry
12. Activities on Hold
Except for Sunday School, Youth Ministry activities are on hiatus for the next few weeks to allow students time 
to settle back into school. For more information on Youth Ministry activities, please contact Emily Martin in the 
Youth Ministry office, 706.262.8849 or emartin@firstpresaugusta.org, or visit the Youth Ministry web page at  
firstpresaugusta.org/youth.

13. Youth Fall Kickoffs
Middle school students are invited to attend the fall Upward Bound Kickoff on Monday, August 25, from 7–8:30 p.m. 
High School students will kick off the 2014-2015 school year Wednesday, August 27, from 7:30–9 p.m. at the Youth 
Ministry Building. Discipleship Groups will begin on Sunday, September 7 in the Youth Ministry Building. To register 
for a D-Group go to the Youth Ministry web page at firstpresaugusta.org/youth or visit the High Life or Upward 
Bound Groups on The City. All registration is online.

Heritage Academy
18. Interested in Volunteering or Substitute Teaching?
Are you interested in volunteering or substitute teaching at Heritage Academy? There will be an informational  
meeting on Thursday, August 28, at 10 a.m. to learn more about how you can serve, their child safety policies and a 
tour of their beautiful facility. Contact Beth Westergreen, 706.821.0034, if you are interested or for more information.



Today
8:30 & 11 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary
9:45 a.m.  Sunday School hour, various locations
9:45 a.m.  Officer Training, Session Room
5 p.m.  Canterbury Choir Auditions, Choir Room
6:30 p.m.  Evening Worship, Sanctuary

Thursday, August 21
10:30 a.m. Morning Prayer Meeting, Geneva Room
11:15 a.m. Midweek Bible Hour, Adult Classroom
12 p.m.  Trinity Class Luncheon, St. Andrew’s Hall

Saturday, August 23
8 a.m. –1 p.m. Presbyterian Peninsula Work Day, 6143 Ridge Road, Appling

Sunday, August 24
8:30 & 11 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary
9:45 a.m.  Sunday School hour, various locations
9:45 a.m.  Officer Training, Session Room
9:45 a.m.  Welcome Team Meeting, Choir Room
5 p.m.  Canterbury Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room
5 p.m.  B.A.S.I.C Shepherding Meeting and Dinner, St. Andrew’s Hall
5:15 p.m.  Missionary Prayer Hour, Trinity Classroom
5:30 p.m.  Youth Volunteer Training for Children’s Ministry, Eve Room
6:30 p.m.  Evening Worship, Sanctuary

Our Weekly Calendar

Scan for
Online Giving

20. Financial Update
Ministry gifts for the week of August 10, 2014 ....................................$74,175
Year-to-date budget goal ..................................................................$2,276,923
Total ministry gifts ...........................................................................$2,004,646
Budget/giving position ..................................................................... $(272,277)
Total 2014 Building GeneroCity gifts ................................................$311,122

Generous Giving Update

Outreach
19. Hope For Augusta Needs Volunteers to Minister to Downtown Children
Volunteers are needed to help tutor kindergarten through fifth grade children in Hope for Augusta’s 
Reaching Higher Program on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 4–6 p.m. Volunteers are also 
needed to minister to children at the New Town Bible study Thursday evenings from 6–8 p.m. For more 
information, contact Stephen Pittman, 678.234.9803 or stephen@hopeforaugusta.org. 


