
Sunday, January 13, 2013

1. Missionaries of the Week
James Matsinger, Jr.—Fellowship of Christian Cheerleaders, Czech Republic
Pray for James as he presents the gospel to athletes through evangelism and discipleship. James wants to 
deepen his relationships with the Czech people and be a resource in his local church. Pray that he would 
depend on God’s strength as he ministers and that lives would be changed by God’s grace.

2. Sermon Series
In our January worship services the sermon series “Priorities for a New Year” will emphasize the four major aspects 
of the Church’s mission. In our services last Sunday we learned about the importance of “Community.”  Today we 
are pleased to welcome K. Edward Copeland, pastor of New Zion Baptist Church in Rockford, Illinois, who will 
preach about “Mercy.” On January 20 Mike Hearon and John Franks will preach about “Evangelism.” Michael 
Jones, pastor of Harvest Community Church (PCA) in Birmingham, Alabama, will preach on “Worship” during 
the services on January 27. Please make it a personal priority to attend these services.

3. Parish Worship
The parishes of the month for January are the Grovetown, Evans and Belair Parishes. These parishes are 
worshiping together at 11 a.m. in the Youth Ministry Building each Sunday this month to foster  community, 
connection and fellowship. On January 27 the Grovetown, Evans and Belair Parishes will have lunch together 
in the Youth Ministry Building following the 11 a.m. worship service. The cost will be $6 per person, $4 
for children ages 5 and under, with a $24 family maximum. The February parish of the month will be the 
Wheeler Parish.

4. Frontline Prayer Meeting, Today, 5 p.m. 
The Frontline Prayer meeting is today at 5 p.m. in Murphy Hall. Prayer is a vital ministry of the church, and 
this time is set aside to pray for missions, ministries of the church and the future of First Presbyterian. A 
snack supper is provided for $3/person or $10/family. Childcare is provided for children ages 3 and under, and 
school-aged children are encouraged to participate in the prayer meeting. Those using the nurseries should 
feed their children prior to taking them to the nurseries.

5. Westminster Schools Admission and International Information Session, Today, 5 p.m. 
First Presbyterian families are invited to attend a special Q&A session today at 5 p.m. in the Adult Families Classroom 
of the church. At this session you will have all of your Westminster admissions questions answered and learn more 
about priority enrollment, member discounts and financial aid. You will also learn about opportunities to become a 
host family for an international student for the 2013-14 school year.

6. Congregational Meeting, Tonight
The election of church officers is one of the most significant privileges of membership at First
Presbyterian Church. Members are urged to pray earnestly in preparation for Officer Elections, which will be held 
during a congregational meeting following the evening worship service tonight.
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7. Year-End Giving—Praise Report
We praise God for his gracious provision through the generosity of his people! We are pleased to report that we 
ended 2012 in the black and surpassed our budget goal by $15,634. Thank you to everyone who gave sacrificially 
throughout the year.

8. New Arrivals
We congratulate Holly and Luke Ishee on the birth of their first child, Cecelia Laine Ishee, on January 4 in Augusta; 
and Julie and Chris Elsken on the birth of their second child, Madelyn Loraine Elsken, on January 5 in Augusta. 

9. Please Wear Your Nametags
One of our priorities for 2013 is to strengthen the feeling of community within our church, and one way to get to 
know each other better is to wear nametags. If you are a member of the church, you received a nametag when you 
joined. If yours is lost or misplaced, please request a new one on the attendance pad (please write your name clearly), 
online at firstpresaugusta.org/nametags, or by contacting Mallory Sides, msides@firstpresaugusta.org or 706.262.8827. 
During the month of January, we are reducing the regular price for replacement nametags from $5 to just $3.

Our Church Family

11. Women’s Bible Study Starts January 16
All women are invited to participate in a new Bible study on Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy using 
a book by Nancy Guthrie, The Lamb of God: Seeing Jesus in the Old Testament. This 10-week study will be offered on 
Wednesdays from 9:30–11:30 a.m. in the Youth Ministry Building, beginning January 16 and concluding March 
27. The study will also be offered Sunday afternoons, beginning January 20, from 4:45–6 p.m. in the Telfair Room. 
A nursery for children ages 3 and under will be provided for classes that meet at the church. You can sign up for the 
study in the Welcome Center or online. The cost for this study is $15, which can be paid when you sign up online 
or at the first meeting. For more information, or if you need another Bible study outside of these times and places, 
please contact Lesley Hamm, 706.262.8831 or lhamm@firstpresaugusta.org. 

12. Small Group Bible Studies Throughout the Week 
If you are interested in participating in an evening Bible study during the work week, please contact Lesley 
Hamm, 706.262.8831 for information about the various small groups available through your parish or Sunday 
School community. We will have a parish small group Bible study in Columbia County for the following 
parishes on Tuesday evenings beginning January 15 at the home of Donna Jones: Belair, Evans, Grovetown, 
Stevens Creek, Savannah Rapids and Lakeside. There will also be a small group study beginning Monday, 
January 21, at the home of Jill Stafford for the South Carolina Parishes: River, Palmetto and Martintown. 
More details are available at firstpresaugusta.org/women. If you need a Bible study outside of these times and 
places, please contact Lesley Hamm, 706.262.8831 or lhamm@firstpresaugusta.org.
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Children
10. Volunteers: January is “Invite a Friend to Serve With You” Month
The Nursery and Children’s Ministries would like to encourage all current volunteers to invite a friend to serve 
with them during the month of January. Those who serve know how rewarding it is to work in these ministries, 
and we would like for those you know to have the same opportunity to be involved. Please consider bringing a 
friend who might be interested in volunteering with you when it is your Sunday to serve; when you do, we would 
like to thank you for your participation by providing you with a gift certificate for a free lunch.



Upcoming Events
13. Westminster Invites You to Attend January Open Houses
Parents are invited to attend the Open House events at Westminster in January to hear about 
Westminster’s extraordinary Christian college-preparatory curriculum, meet teachers, hear from other 
parents, tour the campus, and learn about financial aid. The Middle and Upper School (grades 6-12) Open 
House is Thursday, January 17, at 6:30 p.m. in building 500 at Westminster. The Open House for the Lower 
School (Pre-K–fifth grades) is Thursday, January 24, at 6:30 p.m. in the Lower School Media Center. For 
more information contact admissions@wsa.net.

14. Inquirers Class Begins January 20
If you are interested in making First Presbyterian your church home, or are interested simply in knowing 
more about our church, you are encouraged to attend an Inquirers Class. The next class begins Sunday January 
20, and will continue for the next six Sundays during the Sunday School hour. The pastors will lead you in 
understanding our doctrine, vision and opportunities to serve in the church. Please contact Lesley Hamm, 
706.262.8831, or lhamm@firstpresaugusta.org, if you would like to attend.

15. Call to Prayer and Fasting, January 30
The First Presbyterian Session and pastoral staff are calling the church to a Day of Prayer and Fasting on 
January 30 to pray for revival and the advancement of the gospel in our homes, church, city, nation and 
world. There will be parish prayer meetings throughout the day in homes, at the church and at other places 
of business in the community. The day will end with a prayer service from 6–7 p.m. in the Youth Ministry 
Building. Watch for more details in the coming days.

16. Pastor Robertson on Writing/Study Sabbatical during January
With the Session’s encouragement, Pastor Robertson is taking a working sabbatical during the month of 
January. During this time he will read, think and pray; work on writing projects; plan and prepare sermon    
series; and consider strategies to advance our mission of Restoring People, Rebuilding Places with the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. The Session believes Pastor Robertson should have an opportunity each year to disengage from 
pressing daily ministry activity to spend undistracted time with God, seeking his will in planning and vision 
casting. These sabbaticals will be high leverage activities that will greatly impact the kingdom of God, our 
mission, our church and each of us. Please join your Session in praying for our pastor during his sabbatical.

17. Watoto Children’s Choir Concert, February 8
The Watoto Children’s Choir will give a Concert of Hope at 6:30 p.m. in St. Andrew’s Hall on Friday, February 8. 
With its genuine appeal, accompanied by music and dance—an energetic fusion of contemporary gospel and 
traditional African rhythm—the globally acclaimed Watoto Children’s Choir has traveled internationally since 1994 
as ambassadors for the millions of children in Africa, orphaned as a result of HIV/AIDS, war and poverty. Each of 
the children in the choir has suffered the loss of one or both parents. There is no cost for the concert, but a love gift 
offering will be received. Because space is limited, tickets are required and are available in the Welcome Center 
beginning today free of charge. Tickets will also be available in the church office during regular workday 
hours. Nursery will be provided for children ages 4 and younger with reservations by February 3. This event 
will be promoted in the community, so get your tickets today while supplies last. For more information or to 
make nursery reservations, contact Mallory Sides, 706.262.8827, or msides@firstpresaugusta.org.



Today
8:30 & 11 a.m. Morning Worship, St. Andrew’s Hall, Geneva Room or Young Married Classroom
9:45 a.m.  Sunday School, Various Locations
11 a.m.  Morning Worship for Grovetown, Evans and Belair Parishes, Youth Ministry Building 
5 p.m.  Frontline Prayer and Snack Supper, Murphy Hall
5 p.m.   Canterbury Choir Rehearsal, Young Married Classroom
5 p.m.  Youth Discipleship Groups resume, various locations
5 p.m.  Westminster Admissions Q & A, Adult Families Classroom
6:30 p.m.  Evening Worship, St. Andrew’s Hall, Geneva Room or Young Married Classroom
7:30 p.m.  Congregational Meeting, St. Andrew’s Hall

Monday, January  14
7-8:30 p.m. Upward Bound, Westminster Schools, 3067 Wheeler Road, Augusta, 30909

Tuesday, January 15
6 a.m.  High School Prayer, the Willis home, 414 Dorchester Drive, Augusta, 30909

Wednesday, January 16
9:30 a.m.  Women’s Bible Study Begins, Youth Ministry Building
7:30 p.m.  High Life, Youth Ministry Building

Friday, January 18
4 p.m.  Upward Bound Ski Trip Departure, Youth Ministry Building

Sunday, January 20
8:30 & 11 a.m. Morning Worship, St. Andrew’s Hall, Geneva Room or Young Married Classroom
9:45 a.m.  Sunday School, Various Locations
9:45 a.m.  Inquirers Class Begins, Geneva Room
11 a.m.  Morning Worship for Grovetown, Evans and Belair Parishes, Youth Ministry Building 
4 p.m.  Upward Bound Ski Trip Return
4:45 p.m.  Women’s Bible Study, Telfair Room
5 p.m.   Canterbury Choir Rehearsal, Young Married Classroom
6:30 p.m.  Evening Worship–Communion, St. Andrew’s Hall, Geneva Room or Young Married Classroom

Our Weekly Calendar

Future Events
Bible and Missionary Conference .......................................................................................... March 2-10, 2013


