
Sunday, January 7, 2018

Today at First Presbyterian
1. Missionaries of the Week
C and T—SIM; In Harm’s Way
C and T serve in administrative roles with SIM as the regional director 
and personnel director for their region. Pray for peace in their region 
and for wisdom as their team plans for how to continue ministering amid 
unrest. Pray for those who have recently gone through training to help 
with trauma healing and for the people they are now helping. Also, pray 
for safety as they travel and speak over the next several months. 

2. Guest Speaker Series Begins Today
“Gospel Priorities: Guidelines for a Constructive Church” 
In our January worship services we are pleased to welcome some highly 
regarded guest preachers. Today, our guest preacher is Rev. Ken McHeard, 
senior minister at Duanesburg Reformed Presbyterian Church (PCA) 
in upstate New York. Other speakers for the month include Rev. Alex 
Shipman, Dr. Irwyn Ince, and Rev. Kevin Smith. Please make it a personal 
priority to attend these services as we consider as a church our gospel 
priorities for 2018.

3. Guest Organist, Ken Courtney
Ken Courtney is joining us during the month of January as our guest 
organist. Mr. Courtney received a Bachelor of Music degree in Organ 
Performance from the University of Memphis and his Master of Music 
degree in Organ Performance from the University of Louisiana. He has 
previously served First Presbyterian Church of Aiken, South Carolina, 
as Organist and Director of Music, and is currently an adjunct faculty 
member at the University of South Carolina Aiken, where he teaches 
Organ, World Music and Introduction to Music. We extend a warm 
welcome to Mr. Courtney and his wife, Kathy, as they visit with us.

Our Weekly Calendar
Today
8:30 &11 a.m. Morning Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 a.m. Sunday School, various location
6:30 p.m. Evening Worship, Sanctuary

Monday, January 8
7 p.m.  Men’s National Football Championship Event, The Depot

Wednesday, January 10
7:30 p.m. High Life (grades 9-12), The Depot

Thursday, January 11
11 a.m.  Midweek Bible Hour, Eve Room

Sunday, January 14
8:30 &11 a.m. Morning Worship Services, Sanctuary
9:45 a.m. Sunday School, various location
5 p.m.  Canterbury Choir Rehearsal, Room 112
5 p.m.  Frontline Prayer & Snack Supper, St. Andrew’s Hall
6:30 p.m. Evening Worship with Communion, Sanctuary

The City
The City is an internal communication network that helps inform, unite 
and engage our church family. It is a secure online social network, and 
is accessible anytime, anywhere, from your computer, tablet or mobile 
device. Through The City we are able to share prayer requests, needs 
and event information instantly. Contact Lesley Hamm to request an 
invitation to join The City.

Church Office
The church office is located across the street from the sanctuary in the 
McKnight Building, 615 Telfair Street.

Office Hours
Monday – Friday
9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
1 – 4 p.m. 

Beth Carson
Office/Discipleship Assistant
churchoffice@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8900

Departmental Information
Nursery & Children’s Ministry
Elizabeth Barone, Admin Asst.
ebarone@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8832

Youth Ministry
Worship & Family Nurture
Alissa Preston, Admin Asst.
apreston@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8849

Adult Discipleship
Women’s/Men’s Ministries
Lesley Hamm, Coordinator
lhamm@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8831

Music & Arts
John Wilson, Director
jwilson@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8826

Outreach/Missions
Jonathan Harper, Pastoral Intern
jharper@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8860

Operations/Events
Sandy Lanclos, Admin Asst.
slanclos@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8820

Finance/Accounting
Pam Turley, Manager
pturley@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8821

Communication/Publications
Vonnie Eidson, Director
veidson@firstpresaugusta.org
706.262.8822

Save the Date
Bible & Missionary Conference........................................February 25–March 4

19. Year-end Giving Update
We are pleased to report giving numbers will exceed our budget 
goal, and the church’s year-end net will be in the black for 2017. We 
give all thanks and praise to our gracious God for this blessing. Final 
giving numbers will be published in the near future. After the Session 
approves the 2018 budget, we will resume our weekly generous giving 
updates. Please continue to pray asking the Lord how he would have you 
participate in the growth and ministry of First Presbyterian Church.

Not to us, O Lord, not to us but to your name be the glory, because of your 
love and faithfulness (Psalm 115:1).

Year-end Giving

Senior Pastor Search
4. Pastoral Search
Our Session and Pastoral Search Committee are in the initial stages of 
developing a strategy for seeking First Presbyterian’s next pastor. Please 
pray for this process and for all involved. All inquiries, suggestions or 
comments should be directed to pastorsearch@firstpresaugusta.org or 
to Pastor Search/Confidential, 615 Telfair Street, Augusta, GA 30901.



Women’s Ministry
13. Ladies T.E.A., January 9
7–9 p.m. | 13 Rockbrook Road, Augusta
RSVP/Contact: Kathy Schafer, kcs1121@comcast.net or 706.533.4994
All ladies are invited to attend a Ladies TEA (teaching–encouragement–
agape) at the home of Kathy Schafer on Tuesday, January 9. This 
month’s speaker is Julie Armstrong who serves as the Director of Ladies’ 
Ministries and assists with the Children’s Ministry at Christ Church 
in Columbia, South Carolina. Julie is passionate about equipping and 
encouraging God’s people to pray his Word, and loves to meet with 
women for individual prayer as well as for times of corporate prayer. She 
will give a message on the “Sword of the Spirit” as it pertains to prayer. 
Please let Kathy Schafer know if you plan to attend.

14. Women’s Retreat, February 9-11, 2018
Epworth By The Sea, St. Simons Island, Georgia
Register online at firstpresaugusta.org  by January 16
Ladies, please make plans now to attend the women’s retreat planned for 
February 9-11, 2018. The theme for the retreat is “Joy in the Beautiful 
and Broken.” Our guest speaker will be Lori Sealy, whose songwriting 
and speaking reflect her personal experience with suffering in this 
fallen world, and display an intimate acquaintance with the Savior who 
redeems that which has been broken. Pricing will depend on your choice 
of accommodations, but starts at $200, and includes two nights lodging 
and six meals. Registration closes January 16.

Music Ministry
17. Piano Players Needed
Contact: Mallory Sides, msides@firstpresaugusta.org or 706.831.7703
The children’s Canterbury Choir will need a piano accompanist(s) 
beginning in January. Rehearsals are every Sunday at 5 p.m. If you have 
intermediate to advanced piano skills that you would be willing to put 
into service every week or as a fill-in, please contact the Canterbury 
Choir Director, Mallory Sides.

Upcoming Events
5. Men’s Event, January 8
7 p.m. | The Depot | Cost for dinner: $5
The men of First Pres are invited to a viewing of the BCS National 
Championship football game on Monday, January 8, in the Depot. A 
hearty supper will be served, so arrive with an appetite at 7 p.m. to watch 
the game. Come prepared to play some games before kickoff. Please 
bring $5 to cover the cost of dinner.

6. Frontline Prayer and Snack Supper, January 14
5 p.m. | St. Andrew’s Hall | Snack Supper: $4/person; $15/family
Child Care: Kindergarten and younger 
Please join us next Sunday for our monthly Frontline Prayer and Snack 
Supper. Prayer is a vital ministry of the church, and this time is set aside 
to pray for missions, ministries of the church and the future of First 
Presbyterian. Children in first grade and older will be departing from  
St. Andrew’s Hall after the snack supper to participate in a prayer walk 
on the main church grounds. Those using the nurseries should feed their 
children prior to taking them to the nurseries.

7. The Lord’s Supper and Healing Prayer, January 14
The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper will be administered in the 6:30 p.m. 
service on January 14. Following the service, elders will be available to 
pray with you and anoint you with oil. As you experience the mercy of 
God through his sacraments we invite you to help provide for deeds of 
mercy for church members and others by giving to the Diaconate Mercy 
Fund. You may use the pew envelope or write a check, clearly indicating 
that your gift is for the Diaconate Mercy Fund.

8. Interested in Joining? Inquirers Classes Begin January 21
Sundays, 9:45 a.m. | Session Room
Learn more and sign up: firstpresaugusta.org
Contact: Jess Romer, jromer@firstpresaugusta.org or 706.262.8855
If you are interested in making First Presbyterian your church home, 
or are interested simply in knowing more about our church, you are 
encouraged to attend an Inquirers Class. The next class begins Sunday, 
January 21, and will continue for the next four Sundays during the 
Sunday School hour. The pastors will lead you in understanding our 
doctrine, vision and opportunities to serve in the church. Please contact 
Jess Romer if you would like to attend. 

9. Congregational Meeting, January 21
Following the 6:30 p.m. service 
The Session has called a congregational meeting to follow the evening 
service on January 21. There will be two items on the agenda:  
1) election of church officers; and 2) approval to purchase a small piece of 
property adjacent to the church to be utilized for maintenance, storage 
and parking.

Westminster Schools of Augusta
18. Open House Events, January 18 & 23
PK3 - 5th grades: Thursday, January 18,  6:30 p.m.
6th -12th grades: Tuesday, January 23, 6:30 p.m.
Westminster Schools of Augusta, 3067 Wheeler Road
RSVP: Carrie Brigham, cbrigham@wsa.net or 706.731.5260 ext. 2220
Learn more: wsa.net
Join Westminster faculty, families, and students to learn more about 
Westminster Schools. This Christ-centered community partners with 
families to inspire and equip college-bound students to become lifelong 
learners, effective communicators, and servant-leaders who impact 
the world with the life-changing reality of Jesus Christ. RSVP to Carrie 
Brigham. Representatives of the school will also be in the Commons area 
throughout the month of January to provide information and answer 
questions about Westminster. 

Discipleship
15. Spring Bible Studies Begin with Kickoff, January 17
7 p.m. | St. Andrew’s Hall | Child care available by reservation only
Register for Kickoff child care and individual Bible studies online at:
firstpresaugusta.org/2018-spring-studies
On Wednesday evening, January 17, Mike Phillips and Vanessa Hawkins 
will introduce the spring Bible study series, Jesus, the King, by Timothy 
Keller, with an examination of the in-breaking kingdom of the Son of God 
and exploration of Christ’s life and death as reported in the Gospel of 
Mark. Visit the church website, firstpresaugusta.org/2018-spring-studies 
for more information and to register for a study group.

16. Daytime Bible Study for Medical/Dental Wives Begins January 16
9:30 a.m. | Warren Baptist Church Family Life Center, 3203 Washington Road
Contact: Joanne Holton, 706.955.5631 or joannecholton@gmail.com
Reservations for free child care: bpowell@warrenbaptist.org or 706.922.7942
Side by Side is a ministry that seeks to encourage women married to 
medical and dental students, residents and fellows, and doctors early 
in their professional years. The ministry seeks to help them handle the 
unique demands of this time in their lives. The next study begins January 
16, and meets weekly on Tuesdays from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m., at Warren 
Baptist Church. For more information contact Joanne Holton.

Our Church Family
10. New Arrivals
We congratulate Anna Grace and Brent Hamilton on the birth of their 
second child, Benjamin William Hamilton, on December 27; and to Jess 
and Zac Hodges on the birth of their first child, Charles Fulton Hodges, 
on December 30.

11. Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to Karon and Don Williamson and family on 
the death of Karon’s mother, Betty Post, on January 1 in Griffin, Georgia.

12. Staff Update
Alissa Preston has served with joy and excellence on our staff for the 
past three years as administrative assistant for Worship and Family 
Nurture and the Youth Ministry. Today we bid Alissa and her husband, 
Josh, a fond farewell as they leave Augusta. We are thankful that 
the Lord has provided Christine Hammond to step into the role of 
administrative assistant as Alissa’s replacement, and look forward to her 
ministry alongside the rest of our dedicated staff. 


