
Sunday, January 5, 2014

1. Missionaries of the Week 
Sheri and Pete Ketterman—Campus Outreach Johannesburg, South Africa
Pray for the Kettermans’ intimacy with Christ, that they would make him first in all their daily decisions. Pray 
that in their ministry they would whole-heartedly pursue the lost students in Johannesburg and would lead 
the staff in evangelism. Pray that their first response would be to share the gospel in every situation.

2. Parish Worship
The parishes of the month for January are Martintown, Palmetto and River Parishes. Members of these  
parishes are worshiping together at 11 a.m. in St. Andrew’s Hall each Sunday this month to foster community, 
connection and fellowship. 

Today at First Presbyterian

Priorities for a New Year
3. January Guest Speaker Series: “One Cross, One People, One New Man”
In our January worship services we are pleased to welcome some highly regarded guest preachers. In our 
morning services today Rev. Russ Whitfield, pastor of Grace Mosaic in Washington, DC, will preach from 
John 17, “That They May Be One.” Next Sunday, January 12, Rev. K. Edward Copeland, pastor of New Zion 
Baptist Church in Rockford, Illinois, will preach in our morning and evening services. Rev. Michael Campbell 
pastor of Redeemer Church, in Jackson, Mississippi, will preach in the morning services on January 19.  
Dr. John Sittema, pastor of Christ Church in Jacksonville, Florida, will preach in all three services on January 
26. Please make it a personal priority to attend these services.

4. Increasing Our Bible Intake
In 2014 one of our church leadership’s priorities is to encourage Bible study, Bible reading and Bible meditation. 
Our small groups will be using Dr. Bill Jones’ book, Putting Together the Puzzle of the Old Testament as a guide for 
understanding Scripture. Through this process it is our prayer that we will begin a life-long discipline of read-
ing our Bibles and relying on Scripture as our comprehensive source for Christ-centered living. Visit our church 
website, firstpresaugusta.org, for more information on “Reading the Bible for All Its Worth.” Watch for details 
about times and locations for a study suited for you.

5. Pastor Robertson on Writing/Study Sabbatical during January
With the Session’s encouragement, Pastor Robertson is taking a working sabbatical during the month of 
January. During this time he will read, think and pray; work on writing projects; plan and prepare sermon 
series; and consider strategies to advance our mission of Restoring People, Rebuilding Places with the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. The Session believes Pastor Robertson should have an opportunity each year to disengage from 
pressing daily ministry activity to spend undistracted time with God, seeking his will in planning and vision 
casting. These sabbaticals will be high leverage activities that will greatly impact the kingdom of God, our 
mission, our church and each of us. Please join your Session in praying for our pastor during his sabbatical.



Upcoming Events
6. Family Ice Skating Night, January 10
All families are invited to an evening of ice skating fun on Friday, January 10, 6 p.m. at the Augusta Ice 
Sports Center on Augusta West Parkway. The cost will be $5 per skater to be paid that night in cash or by 
check made payable to First Presbyterian Church. Cost includes skate rental. For more information contact 
Catherine Edmonds, 912.312.5800 or cedmonds@firstpresaugusta.org. 

7. Frontline Prayer and Snack Supper, January 12
The Frontline Prayer meeting will be next Sunday, January 12, at 5 p.m. in St. Andrew’s Hall. Prayer is a vital 
ministry of the church, and this time is set aside to pray for missions, ministries of the church and the future 
of First Presbyterian. A snack supper is provided for $3/person or $10/family. Childcare is provided for chil-
dren ages 3 and under, and school-aged children are encouraged to participate in the prayer meeting. Those 
using the nurseries should feed their children prior to taking them to the nurseries.

8. First Pres Hosts Organists Guild Dinner, Lecture and Recital, January 13
First Pres will host the local chapter of the American Guild of Organists at a dinner, lecture and organ recital 
on Monday, January 13, at 6:30 p.m. All are welcome. The dinner is $10 per person, and the lecture and recital 
are free. The lecture, which begins at 7:30 p.m., will be given by Ron Geyer, the supervising architect during our 
recent sanctuary renovation. The organ recital begins at 8 p.m. and will be performed on our new Zimmer organ 
by Keith Shafer, music director and organist at St. Paul’s Church. Please call Mallory Sides, 706.262.8827, for 
dinner reservations by Wednesday, January 8. Questions may be directed to Paul Roberts, 706.284.0839.

9. Congregational Meeting, January 19
The election of church officers is one of the most significant privileges of membership at First Presbyterian 
Church. Members are urged to pray earnestly in preparation for Officer Elections, which will be held during a 
congregational meeting following the evening worship service on Sunday, January 19.

10. Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Observance, January 20
We are happy to announce that First Presbyterian will be hosting our community for the 25th Anniversary 
of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Observance at noon on Monday, January 20, 2014 in the sanctuary. 
Please join our pastors and officers in praying for this significant event in the life of our church and commu-
nity and make it a personal priority to attend.

11. “Chosen Garment” Dramatic Presentation, January 24
Steven Mosley will present “Chosen Garment, The Whole Bible in One Act,” a colorful dramatic presentation 
for the entire family on Friday, January 24, at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary. Mosley is an award-winning, multi-tal-
ented Christian actor, writer, and producer. Tickets are available online at firstpresaugusta.org/Mosley for $10 
per person with a household family maximum of $20. Nurseries will be available for 5-year-olds and younger 
for member families by RSVP only. Please call 706.262.8827. 

12. Activities on Hold
Except for Sunday School, Youth Ministry activities are on hiatus for the next few weeks to allow students 
time to settle back into school. High Life, for students in grades 9-12, starts up again on Wednesday, January 
22. Discipleship Groups begin meeting again on Sunday, January 26 for students in grades 7-12, and Upward 
Bound, for middle school students, resumes on Monday, January 27. For more information on Youth Ministry 
activities, phone 706.262.8849 or visit the Youth Ministry web page at firstpresaugusta.org/youth. 

Youth Ministry



Women’s Ministry
13. “Lord, Teach Us to Pray” Group Resumes Thursday, January 16 
As we begin 2014, all ladies are invited to join this monthly meeting as we seek to grow in love for the 
Lord and each other. The meeting includes a book study of J.I. Packer’s Praying the Lord’s Prayer and 
prayer time. Blanche Conger and Donna Jones lead the meetings on the third Thursday of each month from 
9:45–11 a.m. in the Eve Room. To register for the study or to make nursery reservations, please contact 
Janet Haburchak JLynn043@aol.com or 706.863.3358. There is no charge for the study or for the nursery.

14. Bible Study for Medical/Dental Wives Begins January 14
Side By Side is a ministry that seeks to encourage women married to medical and dental students, residents and 
fellows, and help them handle the unique demands of this time in their lives. The next study begins January 14, 
and meets weekly on Tuesdays from 9:30–11:30 a.m. at Warren Baptist Church. For more information on the 
study contact Ilene Sanders at 706.267.1426 or ileneroses@gmail.com, or Blanche Conger at 803.443.5360 or 
blancheconger1@gmail.com. For free childcare,  register children by Monday, January 6 by contacting Warren 
Baptist 706.922.7026 or lyorio@warrenbaptist.org.

Erskine Seminary
16. Seminary Education Available to All Members
Erskine Seminary holds classes at First Pres, and members can audit a class for free. Members also receive a 50 
percent discount when taking classes for credit. This semester Dr. Mark Ross is teaching Systematic Theology 3  
on Tuesdays from 6–9 p.m. in Letchford Hall. Register for credit or to audit at seminary.erskine.edu/admissions. 

Men’s Ministry
15. Men’s Event, January 6
All men are invited to a viewing of the BCS National Championship football game on Monday, January 6, in 
the Youth Ministry Building. A hearty supper will be served, so arrive with an appetite at 6:30 p.m. to watch 
the game; come prepared to play some games before kick-off. Please bring $5 to cover the cost of dinner.

Westminster Schools
17. Westminster Information Table: Sunday, Today 
Visit the Westminster table in the upstairs pre-k hallway during the Sunday School hour today to learn about 
Westminster's early education (pre-k, transitional kindergarten and kindergarten) programs. 

18. Westminster Emphasis, January 12
There will be a Q and A session at 5 p.m. on January 12 in the Young Married classroom to learn about  
Westminster’s admissions process, the five percent discount available for First Presbyterian members and the 
financial aid program. During testimony time in evening worship we will learn how Westminster is equipping 
students to live extraordinary lives for Jesus Christ. Westminster's Upper School chorale will sing the offertory.

19. Open Houses
Parents are invited to attend the Open House events at Westminster in January to hear about Westminster’s 
extraordinary Christian college-preparatory curriculum, meet teachers, hear from other parents, tour the cam-
pus, and learn about financial aid. The Open House for the Lower School (Pre-K - fifth grades) is Thursday, 
January 16, at 6:30 p.m. The Middle and Upper School (grades 6-12) Open House is Thursday, January 23, at 
6:30 p.m. Please email admissions@wsa.net or call 706-731-5260, ext. 2250 for more information or to RSVP.



Today
8:30 & 11 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary
9:45 a.m.  Adult Sunday School, various locations
5 p.m.  Canterbury Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room
6:30 p.m.  Evening Worship, Sanctuary

Monday, January 6
6:30 p.m.  BCS Championship Men’s Gathering, Youth Ministry Building

Tuesday, January 7
7 p.m.  Deacons serve at Augusta Rescue Mission, 526 Walker St. All are welcome.

Thursday, January 9
10:30 a.m. Morning Prayer Meeting, Session Room
11:15 a.m. Midweek Bible Hour, Adult Classroom

Friday, January 10
6 p.m.  Family Ice Skating, Augusta Ice Sports Center on Augusta West Parkway

Sunday, January 12
8:30 & 11 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary
9:45 a.m.  Adult Sunday School, various locations
5 p.m.  Canterbury Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room
5 p.m.  Frontline Prayer and Snack Supper, St. Andrew’s Hall
5 p.m.  Westminster Q & A Session, Young Married Community Classroom
6:30 p.m.  Evening Worship, Sanctuary

Our Weekly Calendar

Future Events
Bible and Missionary Conference
Parish Service Day .................................................................................................................. Saturday, March 1
Local Emphasis Sunday ........................................................................................................... Sunday, March 2
Dr. Billy Kim and the Korean Children’s Choir ...................................................................... Tuesday, March 4
Banquet .............................................................................................................................. Wednesday, March 5
Pastors Conference ..................................................................................................................... Friday, March 7
World Mission Service ............................................................................................................... Friday, March 7
Global Emphasis Sunday ......................................................................................................... Sunday, March 9

Generous Giving Update
20. Financial Update
Ministry gifts for the week of December 29 ......................................$254,314
Year-to-date budget goal ..................................................................$3,600,000
Total ministry gifts ...........................................................................$3,493,616
Total 2013 Building GeneroCity gifts ................................................$820,588

A final year-end report will be provided next week.
Scan for

Online Giving


