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Growing Edges
In recent months, without trying to or even wanting to, Carolynn and

I have been experiencing the Prayer of Relinquishment in intimate detail.
The Bible is full of this form of prayer, the most dramatic being the
unparalleled experience of our Lord in the garden where he cried out, "If
possible let this cup pass . . . nevertheless . . . not my will but Thine be
done!"

Severing Precious Roots

 In the winter of 1990 prophetic utterance was spoken over me the
first half of which relates to our family and has been occurring in the
most encouraging and faith-building ways. The second half of this
message had to do with some deep trials we would go through which
would result in our being catapulted into a whole new realm of effective
ministry.

I did not know what to think of this last half of the message until last February when I received an unusual
revelation from God the gist of which indicated that I would be severing some very precious roots in my life. At
first I misunderstood these words, assuming that they referred to my relationship with a national group of writers
I was with at the time and to which I give leadership. (The fact that God speaks to us is no guarantee that we hear
or understand correctly!) In time I came to see that God was speaking about the deep roots we had in Wichita and
our beloved Friends University. This was confirmed by numerous circumstances and the wise counsel of many
from around the country.

Only the Beginning

But it was only the beginning of our experience of the Prayer of Relinquishment. We were releasing far more
than the warm friendships of more than a dozen years, far more than the base from which RENOVARÉ has been
birthed and nurtured.

I am the Executive Director of a think tank for writers called The Milton Center. I founded this Center five
years ago, and I continue to have very high hopes for its future. I have had to relinquish it. For years Carolynn and
I dreamed of building a toxin-free home in hopes of gaining an upper hand on her rather severe allergies.
Carolynn spent one entire year designing and overseeing the building of it. We moved in only last February. We
have had to relinquish it. And so much more.

The Necessity of Struggle

These decisions have not come easily. We prayed. We struggled. We wept. We went back and forth, back
and forth, weighing option after option. We prayed again, struggled again, wept again.

Struggle, you see, is an essential feature of the Prayer of Relinquishment. Jesus struggled in the garden, so
much so that his sweat became like great drops of blood. All of the luminaries in Scripture struggled as well:
Abraham as he relinquished his son Isaac; Moses as he relinquished his understanding of how the Deliverer of
Israel should function; David as he relinquished the son given to him by Bathsheba; Mary as she relinquished
control over her future.

Struggle is important because the Prayer of Relinquishment is Christian prayer and not Fatalism. We do not
resign ourselves to fate. We are not locked into a pre-set, determinist future. Ours is an open, not
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a closed, universe. We are "co-laborers with God" as
the Apostle Paul put it--working with God to
determine the outcome of events. Therefore our prayer
efforts are a genuine give and take, a true dialogue
with God. And relinquishment is our full and
wholehearted agreement with God that his way is
altogether right and good.

Release with Hope

The Prayer of Relinquishment is a bona fide
letting go, but it is a release with hope. We have no
fatalist resignation. We are buoyed up by a confident
trust in the character of God. Even when all we are
able to see is the tangled threads on the backside of
life's tapestry, we know that God is good and is out to
do us good always. And that gives us hope to believe
that we are the winners regardless of what we are
being called upon to relinquish. God is inviting us
deeper in and higher up. There is training in
righteousness, transforming power, new joys, deeper
intimacy. Besides, often we hold so tightly to the good
that we do know that we cannot receive the greater
good that we do not know. And God has to help us let
go of our tiny vision in order to release the greater
reality he has in store for us.

Farewell and God Speed

And so the coming year will be a time of
transition. We say farewell and God speed to the
University and friends who have given so much
support, nurture, and joy to our lives. We will always
be grateful for our years here. We express our heart-
felt thanks to the board, administration, faculty, and
staff of Friends University who have believed in us
and encouraged us.

We hope to relocate the RENOVARÉ offices and
have a new address in place by July 1, 1992. Where
that will be is yet to be determined. Already we have
some exciting possibilities both in this country and
beyond. Pray with us that we will be discerning, wise,
prudent, and adventuresome! And that in God's time
the Prayer of Relinquishment will turn into the Prayer
of Celebration.

Peace and joy,

Richard J. Foster

Going Deeper
For half a millennium, The

Imitation of Christ has been the
unchallenged devotional
masterpiece for Christians
everywhere. We have been
immensely enriched by this
simple book that distills the
insights of a dynamic spiritual
movement of the fifteenth
century known as The Brethren
of the Common Life. Its
surpassing popularity is

witnessed to by the fact that it has been translated into
more than fifty languages.

I have several English editions of the Imitation,
but in my opinion this new translation by Dr. William
Creasy is the best yet. He has created a text that
utilizes the best of literary scholarship and elicits an
experience similar to that of the original reader. The
combination is unusual.

Words to Live By

Below is a brief selection of some of my favorite
quotations:

"You will make great spiritual progress if you
keep your nose out of other people's
business".

"The person who has great peace of heart
pays no attention to either praise or blame."

"The wise lover does not consider so much
the lover's gift as the giver's love."

"What good is it to live long when we
improve so little?"

"Oh, that the desire to grow in virtue may not
sleep in you!"

"Fight bravely, for habit overcomes habit."

Dialogue of the Heart

One of the more interesting features of The
Imitation is the way in which the last half of the book
is set up as an inner dialogue between the author and
Jesus. Creasy highlights this by clearly identifying the
speaker as "Jesus" or "Disciple".

You will not agree with every sentence in this
book . . . but what else is new! It is among the cream
of the great devotional writings. Buy several copies to
give to your friends for summer reading  . . . but be
sure to keep one for yourself.



Going Places with
Richard J. Foster
July 9-11--Pastor's Seminar, Gordon-Conwell 

Seminary, South Hamilton, MA
September 13--RENOVARÉ National Conference 

Steering Committee Meeting, World Vision,
Monrovia, CA

September 14--RENOVARÉ Spiritual Formation 
Group Training, St. Andrew's Presbyterian
Church, Newport Beach, CA

September 19--Friends University Youth Pastor's 
Seminar, Wichita, KS

September 27-29--Geneva Community, The 
University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA

Growing Pains
This issue of Perspective marks the inauguration

of the RENOVARÉ Book Service (see page 3 for
order blank). We plan to keep an ample supply of the
listed books on hand so that you, and any of your
friends or family, can order these Devotional Classics.
These are books that most stores do not always
carry in stock, so we urge you to take advantage of
this opportunity.

* * * * * * * * * *
Would you like to receive a complimentary copy

of The Sacrament of the Present Moment? We will
give one to the person who comes up with the best
name for the Book Service. There is one rule: it must
incorporate the name of RENOVARÉ in some way.
Send suggestions to Lynda Graybeal at the
RENOVARÉ office.

Registrations to the RENOVARÉ National
Conference on Personal Spiritual Renewal are
arriving every day. Remember the dates: October 23-
26, 1991, Lake Avenue Congregational Church,
Pasadena, California. For additional brochures  please
write or call us. Sign up soon!

* * * * * * * * * *
One hundred people attended the Breakfast for

Christian Leaders held at Lake Avenue on Friday,
May 31. Thanks go to Marietta Steward (Lloyd
Ogilvie's Assistant) and her helpers who prepared the
delicious breakfast. Richard taught on spiritual
growth, and we distributed all the National Conference
Brochures available. Many indicated eagerness to
attend and to recruit people from the group they were
representing.

* * * * * * * * * *
Have you started a RENOVARÉ Spiritual

Formation Group? Several? Or in one? Then can you
let us know about your group? Jim Smith (Friends
University, 2100 University, Wichita, KS 67213; 316-
261-5870) would like to know as much --formation,
names of members, successes, failures, etc.--as you
feel you can tell.

* * * * * * * * * *
RENOVARÉ Support Team/Wichita Area is

continuing the work of the Local Conference. Several
Spiritual Formation Groups have been started. The
seven team members can help start Groups and two
can answer questions at 316-267-9280 (Janet Jantzen)
or 316-267-6244 (Dan Bonner, c/o First United
Methodist Church, 330 N. Broadway, Wichita, KS 
67202).

* * * * * * * * * *
Pray for us as we seek God's will in the upcoming

relocation of the RENOVARÉ office.


