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“Genuine transformation of the 
whole person into the goodness and 
power seen in Jesus and his ‘Abba’ 
Father—the only transformation 
adequate to the human self—remains 
the necessary goal of human life.” 

Dallas Willard 
“GRADUATED” RENOVARÉ MINISTRY TEAM MEMBER

A Legacy of Transformation in Jesus

We are grateful that you are considering including a gift to Reno-
varé in your will. By doing so you are planting seeds that will bear 
fruit for generations to come. 

Many Christians reach a point in their faith journey where they feel 
stuck. They long for a deeper life with God, genuine character trans-
formation, and authentic spiritual friendships. They want a way to 
integrate their everyday life with their spiritual life.

Renovaré exists to help meet this need.

I remember a turning point in my own journey many years ago. 
Richard Foster dropped by my tiny office in the UK where I was a 
young and inexperienced book editor. Holding his hands far apart, 
Richard explained how many Christians think of their life with God 
as separated from the rest of life—work, social issues, culture. 

Richard went on:  “Now I realize that the truly spiritual person, 
if they are to do what Jesus did”—and here he brought his hands 
together and interlaced his fingers—“would see how closely they 
could combine these two apparently distinct worlds.”  

Right then I was presented with a challenge that would consume 
the rest of my life.  This conversation, followed by many more expe-
riences with the Renovaré community, showed me how to access an 
ever more integrated life with God. 

Renovaré now has a fresh wind in its sails and much more work to 
do to help people be formed into the image of Jesus and experience 
a joyful relationship with him.

Your gift ensures that Renovaré by God’s grace can continue this 
work for many years to come.

James Catford 
Renovaré Ministry Team Member, 
Past Board Chair



Building on Richard Foster’s Legacy

After Celebration of Discipline was published in 1978 and became a 
surprise success, Richard Foster was invited to speak to thousands 
of Christians all over the world who were hungry for a deeper life 
with God. He observed they were trying hard to be good rather than 
training as apprentices of Jesus, and that they were divided from 
one another by secondary matters rather than being united on the 
essentials. 

Responding to this need, in 1988 Richard founded Renovaré, an 
ecumenical movement committed to the renewal of the Church in 
all her multifaceted expressions. 

To model the beauty and diversity in different Christian traditions 
or “streams,” he formed a core Ministry Team of pastors, mission-
aries, writers, and musicians. They wrote books, facilitated events, 
and perhaps most importantly stayed in touch year after year to 
encourage each other to continue a “long obedience in the same 
direction.” 

Richard retired as president but continues to serve on the Renovaré 
Ministry Team and board. Now new friends who share the Renovaré 
vision have rekindled the fire that Richard helped start. Recently he 
smiled and mentioned, “It feels like the old days.” 

“Joy, not grit, is the hallmark of holy 
obedience. We need to be light-
hearted in what we do to avoid taking 
ourselves too seriously. It is a cheerful 
revolt against self and pride.” 

Richard Foster 
RENOVARÉ FOUNDER



The Renovaré Vision 
is simple and straightforward: 
a life of flaming love for God 
with all our  “heart, soul, mind, 
and strength” and to love 
our neighbor as 
ourselves.
It is a vision of genuine, 
solid, substantive life in the 
Kingdom of God, available to 
all. Here. Now. 

It is a vision of the continuing, 
experiential reality of  
“righteousness and peace and joy in 
the Holy Spirit.”

It is a vision of right love, right desire, and right passion rooted and 
grounded in God. 

It is a vision of Jesus high and lifted up, drawing all peoples to himself 
and to his work here on earth.

It is a vision of us constantly returning to our first love, Jesus, and 
falling in love with him over and over and over again. It is a vision of an 
ongoing forming, conforming, transforming life in and through Jesus — a 
transformational character development into Christlikeness. 

It is a vision of radical, life-giving community life; an all-inclusive 
community of loving persons gathered in the power and fellowship of the 
Trinitarian presence. 

This is a vision of life. For all persons, at all times, in all places. We are 
never to leave off pursuing this life. Though it be difficult we seek hard 
after it. And in the seeking we are transformed into people who can learn 
to love God with all of our heart and soul and mind and strength. We can 
learn to love our neighbor as ourselves. We can learn to love our enemies. 
We can learn to overcome evil with good. We can learn to do what is 
right. We can learn these things. Renovaré is committed to helping people 
everywhere find just such a life.

To be sure, this life is not automatic, though God bestows innumerable 
graces upon the earnest seeker. Still, developing and sustaining a 
life of loving abandonment to God involves an overall plan of living, 
incorporating special practices which care for the inner person. These 
are the familiar Disciplines of the spiritual life. These we put into regular 
practice: prayer and solitude and study and service and worship and 
confession and celebration and more. 

Through all of the vicissitudes of life we must never allow anything to 
replace this vision of white-hot love for God. It is our first and our last 
order of business. Nothing is more important than this. Nothing. Not 
good deeds. Not faithful service in the church. Not missional labor in the 
name of Christ. Nothing. We love God alone. We adore God alone. We 
worship God alone. We are blinded to all other loyalties.

—Richard J. Foster

Mark 12:29 – 31 · Romans 14:17 · John 3:14 · Rev. 2:4 – 5



We asked, What drew you to 
Renovaré? What is your Renovaré 

story? This is what people shared.
_________________

“I wanted to learn how to give up the 
performance based way of life that I have lived 

for so many years as a Christian.”
—

“I was constantly looking for release from my 
spiritual adolescence into abiding joy.”

—
“A friend went to the Renovaré Institute 

and I saw how she changed and was blessed 
by her journey, so when I unexpectedly had 
the opportunity to enroll, I grabbed it with 

both hands, and it has been a blessing and an 
opportunity for growth with like-minded people.”

—
“My heart longed to know Christ intimately after 

years being a ‘good’ Christian.”
—

“Being part of the Book Club is very helpful in 
overcoming/managing my anxiety and sense of 

loneliness.”

“The serious and authentic approach to growth in 
relationship with the Lord. I love the podcast and 
the weekly digest. I would love to someday attend 
a retreat. My time with Renovaré so far is like an 

oasis in a draining world.”
—

“I loved the peace with which everything is 
communicated. It’s a far cry from the urgency of 

news headlines and Facebook outrage. It removes 
the urgent and unstable and consistently gives of 

what is most important and True.”
—

“I attended a conference and felt like I was in a 
holy place. This is what I longed for and was glad 

to find others who desired the same. Renovaré 
resources have opened doors which I didn’t know 
existed and invite me to trust our generous God. 

—
“I sought out Renovaré because of a restlessness 
and longing for more of God, a desire for deeper 

intimacy with him, a desire for more than just 
‘doing church.’ During the first Renovaré event 
we attended, I had tears in my eyes the entire 
weekend because I felt I had found my home.”



Renovaré’s Unique Role

Thanks in part to Richard Foster and Renovaré, spiritual formation 
has become an important part of the Christian conversation. We 
celebrate the many churches and organizations who share our 
desire for people to be formed into the image of Jesus. In the 
current cultural context, Renovaré continues to have a unique role 
because of our:

• History. With the legacy of Richard Foster, Dallas Willard, and 
many others, Renovaré is a trusted source for training in grace.

• Ecumenism. Renovaré models unity and finds beauty in the 
Church’s multifaceted expressions, and allows people to “cross-
pollinate” with those from other traditions.

• Focus. Renovaré is unapologetically Christ-centered, with an 
emphasis on the practices of Jesus.

• Tone. People are drawn to Renovaré because of the gentle, 
hopeful, invitational tone.

• Size. By intentionally staying small and agile, Renovaré has 
flexibility to follow the Spirit’s lead.

• Depth of community. Groups and gatherings of like-hearted 
soujourners provide unique opportunities to connect with soul-
friends on a similar journey with Jesus.

• Heart-oriented education. The Renovaré Institute offers graduate-
quality education in a heart-oriented environment, rather 
than career-oriented one. This means cohorts seek not only 
knowledge but transformation.

Helping People Become More Like Jesus

We believe that a genuine, solid, substantive life in the Kingdom 
of God is available here and now to everyone who will seek it. We 
believe there are things we can do to cooperate with God in being 
renewed “day by day” (2 Corinthians 4:17). We believe by God’s 
grace that it is possible to become more like Jesus (Galatians 4:19).

Renovaré accomplishes our mission through online and printed 
resources, retreats, groups, mentoring relationships, and various 
educational and learning experiences. 

Our Reach and Impact

• Every year, over 250,000 people view 1.5 million pages on 
Renovare.org.

• The bi-weekly Renovaré Podcast has over 300,000 downloads 
per year.

• Monthly webinars connect thousands of people with practical 
ways to grow in grace.

• Renovaré has hosted hundreds of events impacting tens of 
thousands of people. 

• Hundreds of Spiritual Formation small groups have been 
formed around the world.

• The yearly Renovaré Book Club helps around 2,000 people dive 
deeply into timeless spiritual classics.

• Over 400 students of all kinds—pastors, lawyers, counselors, 
entrepreneurs—have completed the two-year Renovaré 
Institute for Christian Spiritual Formation.



Guiding Statements for the  
Future of Renovaré

• Let’s do our work in a deeper, more relational, more 
ecumenical, more diverse way. 

• Let’s further the Great Conversation on the growth of the Soul 
by bringing forward spiritual classics and cultivating writers 
whose work stands the test of time.

• Let’s cultivate more safe spaces where people can “taste and 
see” the Kingdom of God—listening spaces, learning spaces. 

• Let’s empower others—especially local churches and 
nonprofits—to do the unique Kingdom work only they can do 
in a way that is emotionally and spiritually healthy. 

• Let’s communicate more effectively in the digital dialect of our 
day, especially video.

• Let’s expand our reach, not because growth is good in itself but 
because it will help those longing for genuine transformation 
and authentic community to find both.



Including a Gift in Your Will

Thank you for considering including a gift to Renovaré in your will. 
Your legacy will impact thousands of Christians for generations.

We recommend that you contact an attorney to prepare a Will or 
Living Trust that reflects your wishes and intentions. 

Let Us Know If You Choose to Give  
or Need Help Choosing 

We’re here if you have specific questions about legacy or planned 
giving. If you decide to give, there is no obligation to let us know, 
but we would love the opportunity to say thank you and hear why 
supporting Renovaré is important to you. In either case, email Kim 
Lownes at kim@renovare.org or call 303-745-1223. Your personal 
data and privacy is important to us, and will be kept secure.

Sample Bequest Language

Fixed Dollar Amount:

I give to Renovaré, Inc. the sum of $_______ to be used for its general 
operating support (or you may designate a specific ministry).

Percentage of Estate Language:

I give _____% of my estate to Renovaré, Inc. to be used for its general 
operating support (or you may designate a specific ministry).

Residual Bequest Language: 
After all your estate expenses and specific bequests have been 
distributed, the remaining or residual funds are given to Renovaré.

I give and devise to Renovaré, Inc. all (or a stated percentage) of the rest, 
residue and remainder of my estate, both real and personal, to be used for 
its general operating support (or you may designate a specific ministry).

Contingent Bequest Language: 
You may designate Renovaré as a contingent beneficiary if one or 
more of your specific bequest wishes cannot be fulfilled.

If (insert name) is not living at the time of my demise, I give and devise 
to Renovaré, Inc. the sum of $_________ (or all or a percentage of the 
residue of my estate) to be used for its general operating support (or you 
may designate a specific ministry).

Include this paragraph with your specific bequest language:

Renovaré, Inc. is a nonprofit organization and is qualified for tax 
exemption under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 
Renovaré’s tax identification number is 48-1062723.
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