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Howard Thurman: A Brief Chronology 
 

 
1899   Born in Florida on 19 November, raised in Daytona  
1915–1919  Attends Florida Baptist Academy/Florida Normal and Industrial School in 

Jacksonville/St. Augustine   
1919–1923  Attends Morehouse College, Atlanta Georgia  
1923–1926  Attends Rochester Theological Seminary (Rochester, NY) 
1926  Marries Katie Kelley; Minister of Mount Zion Baptist Church, Oberlin, OH 
1927   Daughter Olive is born  
1928   Professor of religion, Morehouse and Spelman Colleges  
1930   Katie Kelley dies  
1932  Marries Sue Bailey; campus minister and professor of religion, Howard 

University 
1935–36  Chair of Negro Delegation on “Pilgrimage of Friendship” to South Asia  
1944  Becomes co-pastor of Fellowship Church in San Francisco, pioneering 

interracial church  
1949   Publishes Jesus and the Disinherited  
1953  Becomes dean of chapel and professor of spiritual resources and 

disciplines at Boston University  
1963   Travels to Africa, teaches at Ibadan University in Nigeria 
1965  Retires from Boston University, returns to San Francisco, directs activity 

of Howard Thurman Education Trust  
1971   Publishes The Search for Common Ground     
1979   Publishes With Head and Heart: The Autobiography of Howard Thurman 
1981   Dies on April 10 
 

 


	Howard Thurman: A Brief Chronology
	1899   Born in Florida on 19 November, raised in Daytona
	1919–1923  Attends Morehouse College, Atlanta Georgia
	1927   Daughter Olive is born
	1930   Katie Kelley dies
	1949   Publishes Jesus and the Disinherited
	1963   Travels to Africa, teaches at Ibadan University in Nigeria
	1971   Publishes The Search for Common Ground

